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STUDY ON THE VIRUS OF JAPANESE B
ENCEPHALITIS

Wu Cuiao-1u AND WU SHU-YIN

Central Diagnostic Laboratory, Fukien

During a recent epidemic of Japanese B encephalitis at a certain place in
Fukien Province, it was difficult to isolate the virus from the brain of persons
. died of the disease. The anthors undertook a study of the reason for thisfailure,
and the results obtained are reported in the present communication.

After analysing the date of virus isolation, it was found that when patients
died of the disease within 24 hours, virus was isolated in only 25% of the cases,
while higher results were obtained when isolations were made on patients died
after three days of the disease. Besides, the authors also obtained occasional posi-
tive isolations from the circulating blood, the bone marrow, the liver and the
testicle, These results, if confirmed, may procve of great value in the epidemio-
logical and clinical study of the disease.

An experimental study was undertaken by the authors of the virus distribu-
tion in various parts of the brain of white mice on different days after an artificial
infection. It was found that the virus appeared first in the front part of the
brain, and last in the hind part. This fact inay partly explain the failure io
isolate the virus from patients died within 24 hours of the disease, as the usual
procedure is to take the samples from the back part of the brain. It was also
found, however, that different strains behaved differently in this respect.

A preliminary study of hemagglutinating activity of the local strains of ence-
phalitis virus by Shubladze’s method revealed certain differences from those des-
cribed in literature. These, may indicate the difference in strain characteristics
of the local virus, l
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