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B3R 2h 1, B i R AR 224K 1453 545 il i
5 1 AR R R R R 2
ﬁ%%v%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁMW$%ﬁjmi
5 # pH 254k, 38 L M P Ak 15 5 X 4 ik 2
%%v%L%%L,@%%%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁm
AT HE RS I S B AR AR, Tk iia s i — N1
FZAEFHICHEER A 7, BEEIT MotA
1 MotB JE 1) MotA/B & T4 4 Wt 51 5 i
B AEA, ﬁi??% 7 mzh 17, MotA
VER G TR WA 2 —, TS s H
ﬁﬁ%EEMWWOMMAEE%k%Hi%%Q
S E A T TR E RS 5
7P FLE TEED, MotA-Arg90-FliG-Asp289
AR AE E 5 7 TR B IE B E 7, MotA-
Glu98-FIiG-Arg281 fit 3% 44 il #1141 fiy 7= £ 9100
motA ik PR 23 iz 257l 1 I 6 3 ) AN 0 PR AR O
b e B A 6T SN 7E ORS571 TRk SE N
M, fF7E MotA MiEHEAHRSEENHE, {H MotA
£ ORS571 1 A= W)~ T fik 54K WLAF5E Hik i o
ARG ORS571 PEHEEE N4 5e . motA
LD, ) R R E 4L PR = SRR S R I T 1k
BCIIAEEE T motA JE Rl 2R 28 5 R (AmotA) , 3 1)
L5 W A R A PR LA, A3 HT motA BEPRI R X

ORS571 WA K | 28, A . AP WG L.
A=W B LA B e B R T sE . ABFRFEE T
X MotA FJINIR, B T HAE R E Sk B
SR 2 LS E ORSS571 i HAME,, M4 JE
ORS571 #afbf5 555 FALH 43 F /K iy ik — 2 1F
RIS

1 AR

1.1 sEXshR
111 S BT AR Basonl & e BRI 9 D) it
HEHERED A NEB A ], LR DNA flididH)
ﬁmﬁﬂ?%m%i%ﬂ&ﬁ@Aj JERL/ M
Rl & B RARA YR A RA A, Yl RG]
A XS EYHARER A 516 ke
KRB SERE, I H b 50 58 5 B A MR RCA BR
NI
1.1.2  SEIRBT A e R A BORL -
113 F¥: HWk 2,
1.1.4 TARRET SR E RIE R & 2R A
i ORS571 #Fh T Amp Hl Nal HiAE R TY
B¢ L3 Kiekk, 37 °C J53%; KIHtial DH5a £ T
LB R4k, 37 °C #5:0M,

L 1.

* 1 KIPETHERRR

Table 1. Bacteria strains and plasmids used in this study

Strains and plasmids Relevant characteristics Source and reference
Strains

Escherichia coli DH5a General cloning strain Transgen

A. caulinodans ORS571 Wild-type strain, Amp® and Nal® [1]

AmOtA ORS571 derivative, AmpR, Gen® This study
Plasmids

pPEASY Blunt Cloning Vector The vector cloning PCR products, Kan® Transgen

pCM351 The construction of mutant, Gen® [12]

pRK2013 Helper plasmid, Kan® [13]

AmpR, Nal?, Gen® and Kan® indicate ampicillin, nalidixic acid, gentamycin and kanamycin resistance, respectively.
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*2. TRHRIY

Table 2. PCR primers used in this study
Primers Sequences (5'—3') Restriction site
motA-up-F GGTACCTCGCGGGTGTAGGCGACG Kpn |
motA-up-R CATATGGCCCATGGCCATGAAGCC Nde I
motA-down-F ACCGGTAAGACCATTGCGGAAGGC Age |
motA-down-R GAGCTCACCGCGAAGTCCATGCGGGT Sac |

1.2 FEE KB motA i 5 AN T 4 A i #y

ORS571 HfkEEFR1ES Amp (100 pg/mL)Fl
Nal (25 pg/mL)ABAA TY 15353 IR i o b
7 W AE T (ODgo=0.6) , 10000 r/min 5.0 1 min,
WCHETR A, i1t DNA $R BT £ 5 A B i 3L
RIZH, IER ke B 2l . 4 °C &

Pl ORS571 FE[H 41 DNA R Btk , LU
motA-up-F/R N5 #19 18 E i F Bt motA-up, [FFE
L motA-down-F/R 2k T iiE5 [ 419 1% motA-down F
B% . ¥ motA-up Fl motA-down F Bty 5l 5 vo gk
& pEASY-Blunt Simple 4%, Ff¥ P15 A
I FF TR 32 A5 A I, 3 5 0 1 B AN PCR 1 5%
PRI BRPE SE R+ o e A E i v BeiY pEASY
s bR AR S pCM351 47 B 5 g e g, 15 5]
pCM351::motA-up F 4 ks, K H 4 Bk AR
T R A5 4L, PCR ISR 1 2 5 Ak A
R BAYE -, LARIRER 5, W3 A Tl A
Bt pEASY T[R4 5 pCM351::motA-up J5i ki ik
1Y) 5 O R N, 18RI R T B
pCM351::motAup-down T 4 ki
1.3 ZRAFFRAMOA I

AT =R A B 1 T 1A o 2R R AR
TR AMOtA Z87A5 Bk . #4HR 10:3:2 [ LT A B 4E
RIBARE . & pCM351::motAup-down B 2H JFi Hi 1) K
Ji A DH5a F15 4l B SO pRK2013 7Y R - 141
DH5a, &4 T Amp. Nal fil Gen it A2 K1) TY
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Fl b, 37 °C fEIRFRHE IR, AL R IR 4
B, BRI AR A A motA HH &Y
pCM351::motAup-down B 21 Jiokr H (14 PR K 55 R Bt
PEEEDR R AR Bt . @k BT AR R BUIE T E AT BE Y R
AR PRI T PCR 22 #4) 2 ) i AmotA JE A8k
1.4 ARKp%NE

N B A R RN I AR TR AR AT N TE S PUAE R Y
WAR TY $5 3% Bk ¥ of % 85 9% (37 °C
180 r/min). 43l ML 1% R L1 2T TY 533
BB F5 AR BUE K (ODeoo=0.6), MBI i I Wi
edE® 50 mL TY $EFRshh, M FRRNYILA
ODgoo # 0.02, 37 °C. 180 r/min &% 3555, &
2 h BRI o AR 4SO 5 BT A= T I 5 722 T ¥ ODeoo
ORI
1.5 &fLEE e

50> (5000  r/min) i £R 2 785 57 B BT AR AR R
RASPRIER, FASTHAERMWIE L3 HFRHE
PEFK ORS571 FIAMOLA 1Y) ODego 4351384 1.0
FCHU 5 L 2 TR TR IR 43 5T E DAL IR A o
792 A (10 mmol/L NH,Cl) L3 (L3+N)>} [ {4
(0.3%3 R ) BaF 5 I, 37 °C #E 5%, WA PR
¥ B2 Bl /N
1.6 EAEESWE

I FH 3 i 32 0 2 TR AR 1 [ RIS o ik
R K A AR SR B 185 95 91K ODigoo 14
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% 0.8, M. K3 mL L3 PREMARE TR AR
5 mL R &R/, B BLEE S AR
10 pul B, FUA 37 °C H5 AR 8 he TE L
ZME BT B 10% 84 25 g H IR R A 10% 14K
FU(200 pL) iy SHRAAR, & T IS B 37 °C 1
Fi 24 h, FfICR HERE 2R Al 100 pL <A, FILHA
MRS E 20 S i, I T AU
1.7 MSZ RIS 5 E BT E

750> (5000  r/min) i 4R i 18 57 B BT AR AR OR
RASRRIR, FARSHAERNIERE L3 3L
VeI 5 IR W ODeoo 424 1.0, 4% HX 20 pL 474
BIFBORAE S 40 pg/mL W SRLT RIS RIS LT 1K)
L3+N [ {4 (0.8%35t i ) % 77 5 (LA FLIER £ hy B U0
b, 37 CHEREF 72 hy NIRL Y AT
WL TR MR LA D Z2 B I DT R AN TR 21
Sl ) P TR - e o R R Ak Tk HEA T I A 2 Y
MR DL DA% W o R 2 T AR v £
JfLob 22 W 77 15 L4 ODeoo 2 T A U2 W 14 R B2
G
1.8 HEYERANE

PRI B I S S REA i e g kT s
WHEFR I AL RS AE T, FIFICTA L3 WM k:
FRHAFUE 3 I IH%EE ODeoo 4 1.0, HX 300 uL 4
HRIFREMT 2 mL DLALRRSY BRI K L3+N
Fige b, 37 °C ¥ E R IR 5d )5, AR ISR
I FICE K BEIRAE 3-5 K. i Bk 1k o
BIA 3 mL 0.1%F 45 dh 521 WG4 4 20 min, F8BR
et il , JCHKIEURIRE 3-5 W, WAL
SR TR I A= W) BROE U LT BR .y T e
A=W R TE UG L, K TR A G oAb 24 1 3 A7V 1ok
FHET A 1 mL 30% 2 BV ff -5 15 W Bl A 1Y)
SEdhE, FIFHRERR U TE 590 nm AT I

JEAH
1.9 BEERIRRBMRCR N E

E2 HE AT AEWRGIIR HIRE 30 min i 24,
TCRK PR 3 R TE LR BE R L 37 °C ik
ZFT72h, B 12 h oK LIREBRF 008 . ¥
TR K 35 0 B A= 7 ORSS7L 20 B 1% 35 W N 5 735 Bk 4
B RS SRR B0 TY K595 38,37 °C 180 r/min
B IR 2 AH0N , VIR ERE R E ODg0=0.8,
W Y A R R AR R TR R 43 IR M S AR ZE 1 h,
FATCH K FEAT TG DRARZE 7 W SR AR BB 41 5
W A MR ZE IR 1 mL KRG,
TR A VR B 10° %55 W 50 pL IR A 7E & Amp
Al Nal HUAEZRM TY FEFRECEREEK) 8 S
Amp Fl Gen Hii A K TY BEFEREFRRAHEK) .
WP EAE 37 *ClHIRR M ER R 2 d )G
TS AR AR KB TR VE 5L
1.10 FEAH

AR /DEE 3 K IR EHEFI A SPSS
HA ) ARSI R A5 R 4 T, P<0.05 R 22 5 B

2 HERFPAT

2.1 ¥EBHIAEE motA EH T

HI 1 Al 0, HEE Tk motA BE[AAL T
ORS571 J:[Fl£H H1(714856...715746=891 bp), %
B S — AT AY MotA  J5 it 3 18 45 A4 5
MotA/TolQ/ExbB proton channel (IPR002898),
ot 10 5% 1% 18 55 M5l J) o motA FE DAL T #E B A
AR AR (18 1-A), ZEM Bz S5 N, FIG |
FIiM F1 FIIN 4 S S e 5 I 4 S 3k e i 5 1o
) C &, MotA. MotB. FliG. FliM F1 FIiN 2L [H]
AT E MBS SIAYHERS o AN G R
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Bl 1 $EEDIEEA motA ERFEE ORS571 &K EBIHIF (A) R H L& H55(B)

Figure 1.
direction of transcription.

A EE Flil 2 5 8RS =0 W R 5 ; FlgK
55 FlgL 20 Wi He 5 5 M B 22 (0 B AR DOCEE 1
FlaE 232 o f il i M B 2R 1
2.2 ZEAFHRAMOLA HIMIEE

R i [ V5 B 21 B B (1] 2-A), P A Rk ORS571
FEHAL ) motA JE[R 5 pCM351 5 41 JFURLAY PR
B RPUER R R A B i, TRIERIREUETES Amp

(A) up-F down-F
— e
Up stream motA Down stream
Genome -
Down-R

bla ColEl ori tet  oriT
pCM351
WT X motA ><
AmotAd 'l'

Gm

Physical map (A) of motA gene and the domain (B) of the MotA protein. The arrows indicate the

M Gen FLARM TY Fifeih A K46 1. F
F motA-up-F F1 motA-down-R 5| 4 X 4= I Fl 4%
G Fi#H T PCR ¥ 38500, 45 REVI(# 2-B), ¥
ARIh YT R B S S TV R Bk
N BARTR, KG9 R Ball )y, 45 R BoR
A motA BRI Fr Bowl RO a8 R Pk LA
B, SRR T RS Rk AmotA,

AmotA WT

3000
2000

1000

B 2. RETHRAMOA FFRIRIE(A)S PCR LiE(B)
Figure 2. The strategy for motA knockout (A) and PCR confirmation (B) of the mutant AmotA. M: marker; AmotA:
the genomic DNA of AmotA mutant strain; WT: the genomic DNA of wild-type strain.
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2.3 motA XfH B4 K KR

T SR motA F IR i bk 2 S X R 14 A
SR TR, BT A RS AE MR IR E TY B
FeFer, 37 °C JRGHEFR, WE 40 h AT
ODgoo TEFF42 I BLE . 4N 3 /R, 287481k 587
A RIALE 2 h R R ATEBOE K, 20 h R AR E
W, WEAERKMATAE S, SREH motA
A IR e AN 5 Ml TR A P 2E K o
2.4  motA Xz 3Rk N

MotA J& THEEHR M, 7EMEZshHEh A
AERBEEMMEA, Bk motA FE 2 i 2 il
TR AE 2 [ AR TR R W B R, b T
PRI AMOtA S AR BRIYIZ SR Ty, Xof A AR 58 A8
PRIEAT TaE shag e, IR LIk kR i
AFIiM G2 BRAE R BAPEXT B . Hi 1€l 4 ATH1, AmotA
GEAFMRAE L3+N 2f [ (AR (LA FLRR B A i) -
oIV iz 8] . 6] motA f Bk 4k (#75 ORS571
(325 B BE 138255 , motA I R 76 bk 1432 Bl T ke
B OCHEE VR

147
—o— WT

1.2 1 —= AmotA
1.0

g 087
Q

04
02+

0.0

16 20 24 28 32 36 40
t/h

4 8 12

3. FFAR(WT)FIRTHRAmMOtA BY 4 < £k
Figure 3. The growth curves of wild-type (WT) and
AmotA mutant.

AmotA

-

4. FHEB(WT)FREHRAMOLA HYIE B L

Figure 4. The motility abilities of wild-type (WT) and
AmotA mutant to sodium lactate. AfliM™™: fliM deletion
mutant without motility ability, indicates negative control.

2.5  motA X B A [ & BE S1 BB

2598 [ MR 1 ORS571 HA7 Ik [ & A
A R SETIRE, FF R Dt 25 000 2 B Rk 11
[ RS, TS T I 8 2 Al L B e
ERFRERAE S . dIEl 5 AT, B A A [ R
TEPEE 0.450 nmol/h, 2% A8 A B [ 20 B G 1 R
0.035 nmol/h, (U EFAERIE) 7.8%, RASAKILT
REFERGES, G5RFEW motA 162559 [ AR
AT 1 [ UM 2R P ke o DB A

0.50
045}
0.40
035}
0301
025}
0.20
0.15}
0.10 -
0.05 *

0.00 -

WT AmotA

Nitrogenase activity/(nmol/h)

5. EFAER(WT)FIREHRAmMOtA B E R EGE M
Figure 5. The nitrogenase activity of wild-type (WT)
and AmotA mutant. *: statistically significant difference
P<0.05.
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2.6 motA Xt Hfish ZHE & BT IR

[ Ah Z2 8 (EPS)FE 4N B 1A 2 58 L 1 18U L 15
TR R HAAAEE EEAER, FEHE AL
VE S S5 40 B3 U5 5 43 1 DR P LR T B 32 AL )
ST S THRSE motA Xt ORS571
Sy EPS YSLMN, g S E T AR R 58 AR b
EPS f)r=:fg f1. Wil 6 fron, B4 ORS571 &
WA Z B 0.075 mg/ODego, #7475 I 21
AmotA 28 A% ik il ST 22 W 1) A 1 et A EE B A AR
ORS57 1§/ 26.7%, Z5H3H motA Bl 2B i
Vol /L B AR L AR 22 W 14 B
2.7 motA XA Y BRI LA 5 R

A ) T2 i A TR AR B T 2 A R R A A A
FY BB A0 A R A A B,

(A) WT AmotA

L3+N
Sodium lactate

B) 0.08
0.07}
0.06 | *
0.05
0.04 |
0.03

EPS (mg/ODy,)

0.021
0.01r

0.00
WT AmotA

B 6. EFER(WT)FREFRAMOA PRI HERY R
EI(A)F1E £ (B)ME

Figure 6. The colony morphology of wild-type (WT)
and AmotA mutant grown on L3 plates containing
Congoo red (A) and quantitative analysis of EPS
produced by wild-type (WT) and AmotA mutant (B).
*: statistically significant difference P<0.05.
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ZWE. EAN . ERRAIRR . AR B F
T A% S B PR T AR Al 5 1E R R
KRB R TR R AT KR AmOtA A W I B TR B fE
JIRZ BN, I 4 55 gL 8 SR 58 AR bk
FIET A= 7 ) A= W TR I O o 485 i 58 e 8 J5 R 2%
RIL(EL 7)), WA= R L 58 A8 BR TR B AE ) RS 200 62, 1
W, BRI TR AR TR AR, AmotA 287
BRIE A W e i sl /b 34.2% . 45 SR 1EHH motA
RSk SR 300 ] T A= W R A TR B, motA 7E 2598 [ AR
oA TR P A I R B ke o EE AR
2.8 mOtA X B A TEAE MR 7 FH I 5
ORS571 4y H B HE 2R, GEIRE
Fh 5 R A S A S R S THESE motA

(A)

B) 08
0.7}
206}
0.5}
0.4}
0.3}
0.2}
0.1+
0.0

Absorbance (0D

WT AmotA

7. BER(WT)MRTHRAMOA FEYRAYFRE
(A)EEEB)NZE

Figure 7. The biofilm morphology (A) and
quantification (B) of crystal violet staining between
wild-type (WT) and AmotA mutant. *: statistically
significant difference P<0.05.
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[ X ORS571 £ F2 A AR i 2 B ) J2:
A S, A5 3 3 B 07 32 S0 f 1B i
F14) 2 75 (AR TR 0 T A RUBRT 1) E ) . S5 SR &l 8, FEH
B 10° F5 - v 43500 3 0 A R DRV 148 A,
AmotA ZE7BHR I T4 101 4>, BHMF B2k 1.5,
X —Z5 3R] motA YR 23 HIl 55 ORS571 FE bk
Xof 1 EAH PR FR %G g

3 it

TELH TR LR A AR SR Bt v, B B 40 T o
SMAE, 5HAG M, MERIERSRE
A BE ], L, i motA, motB., fliG.,
fliM ., fIiN 2 % (149 2 (1 0 ST HEE Sk iy 9k 3l , 7E
TR s SR SCHAE T . %) ORS571 &[N 20
H motA JE KA T AR W) 2505 B4 BT KB, motA fif
THEEREAGBE T, HgS M E&E A5 MotA it+
T 1 18 45 4 48, (Mot A/TolQ/ExbB proton channel).,
CA IR, MotA AT DL 5 MotB #4) i i#5 i ¥
WA ; AT LIS FIG AAEFHMER, (1% 7 A 5%

160
140
120
100 1
801
60
401

Colonization occupation (CFUs)

201

0

WT AmotA

E 8. EFHEB(WT)FRITHRAMOA IR R EIERE NI
Figure 8. The analysis of colonization ratio on roots
between wild-type (WT) and AmotA mutant. CFUs
indicates colony-forming units, *: statistically
significant difference P<0.05.

51224, T L5 Motl (motility inhibitor)#H &
FEA Sl R e 2 120 AR AF 5 3 [ 58 o 2 D TR A
SORRG R T I motA {2k S B bR
AmotA, TEAEMAKREIHE T, AmotA Bk 5
RIS BIRE ) o8 ek o H G AT DL MR T iA
[Kl motA X ORS571 tkRYIZZh B CEHE , X—
MSAEZS S A 1) motA Bk 58 A8 bRt #5256
Hh [ AR FIIE 5T

A BRI ARAR L, AmotA 285 Bk A4 [H 4
EPS A i, AEMIIEIE DL B AR 2R 2 B RE 143 BT
% 92.2%. 26.7%. 34.2%. 31.8%. A. caulinodans
JE T AREY , TR RS BT AN, motA
[k (ff ORS571 ki ZlRe 1, FAT IS I 4H A
A RE T 02 B B 5 s S ik A e o7 T
MELAAERE A 1 B RK Yo 5 — T, [ R A
LBy A R R — A FERE R, W RE R
ATP, HEBIIAI MR G H, Flil, FliH F FIiJ
PRI ATP B 5H, Tkl ATP, BETRRE
T RS R B MotA 598 % flil #1 fliH
LR B kP00 DR AR 0 AR S 3 AmOtA 28725 Bk [
AR IS 16 T B Bl motA BRISSZIm T T ifE
LD FliL AN fliH 35, FEMisEm T ATP B K fig
DL RB R A, HARI IR HLEIE A R it — 2
AIE ., O A BFFEIER] EPS 2% 4 4 (432 50 77 2F 5%
Wi, EPS G BUSZ 10t 1A RE 2F AT 18 2 3 Ak 7 W]
B Liu kB EPS /b Ay 2 AR v LTk 5
BE 3500, e A B IR Sh AN T s B, TR
T FE R it BB et 7™ ARG VR )2 A D 2 18D I M 7 i 1
i) 7910 AR AR A T 22 190 ) K g e i b3 sl B39 i
HFiE s e, NP AT 2 A i 2 1
EPS SRECG A Izsh . HfbRETIZ B cheA Bkt
RS RANIE BE ) 58 4 2R 1 fliM ik 58 A8 ik
A EPS [RE 1855 , #F—BESE TR E s S
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EPS 41l BEAALE AN TS mA ™), 401 7 2 A
(W, EOR. R A )k HUE S FEA B R
155 B v 3 B 2 ke S B EPS AR N AR MR
SRR, [V T 4H BR  Ti E RE R THA RE B
N2t 2 T B IS e, motA Bk,
ORS571 A= W RIE B e ) 1 5 B RE 1 ki 355 v] g
55 bk EPS 43I/ 54 .

A SCHFSE T 259 [E A9 TR HE B s T
MotA X 21 i A= BRAFME A5 . BFFE R, motA
R 2 SEARRRAEAS S 40 T 1 E i AR R R R T, f
A BaLEE S ek, IR, EPS 4R IR
W RETY RCRE Dok, T A 0 S A AL A
77 BRI 32 7 B R 10855 o B A A R AR
ORS571 ) motA 5k 58 748 bk o B g 1 0855 , [l A&
Re 1L aiede, DRAT vl A5 S04 i AE A )
RIMEAIERE W55, J5 2 b T S — P Wik
MotA & XA B 458 VR R 52 ;. I 37K
- FERSE motA BRI ik B [ RS M ] T R
F A . B2, ORS571 H motA FEA Ay & B 5
FEMEE SR PR RGN TR N2, TR R
FEMLIEE TR LA [ AL PR AL TR )

2 % X W
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Functional analysis of motA gene in Azorhizobium caulinodans
ORS571
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Abstract: [Objective] MotA, an important flagellar motor protein regulating flagellar motility, is one of
components of transmembrane proton channel. In this study, we explored the role of motA in Azorhizobium
caulinodans ORS571 in the free-living and symbiotic states. [Methods] AmotA mutant was constructed by
homologous recombination and tri-parental conjugation. We tested the characterizations of the growth state,
swimming motility, nitrogen fixation, exopolysaccharides (EPS) production, biofilm formation, and host
colonization between wild-type and AmotA mutant. [Results] AmotA mutant showed defective cell motility ability
but the growth property was not impaired, and its nitrogen fixation, EPS production, biofilm formation, and host
colonization were lower than that of the wild-type. [Conclusion] In A. caulinodans ORS571, MotA plays role in
motility, nitrogen fixation, EPS production, biofilm formation, and root colonization.

Keywords: Azorhizobium caulinodans ORS571, flagellar motor protein, motA
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