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HEMAGGLUTINATION IN JAPANESE B ENCEPHALITIS

Cuu Hsr-nva

Department of Bacteriology, Chinese Union Medical College

In variance with the report of Casals, Japanese B encephalitis anfigen, pre-
pared by the acetone ether extraction method, was found to agglutinate not only
young chicken cells, but also adult chicken erythrocytes. However, the potency
of different strains showed varied activities, such as the Nakayama strain was
much more potent than the strain locally isolated. Stored at 4°C, the anfigen
preserved its potency for two months, although its infectivity had long disappeared.

Besides the various factors involved in the hemagglutination test studied, it
was found that the natural interfering substance, present in the human or mouse
gera, could be readily removed by acetone precipitation, and when the precipitate
was redissolved, the recovered sera showed specific virus hemagglutination-in-
hibition effect. Thus preliminary studies carried out in this investigation showed
some potentiality of this reaction in the study of Japanese B encephalitis.
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