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A STUDY OF METHODS FOR THE DETECTION OF
DYSENTERY, TYPHOID
AND PARATYPHOID B PHAGES

Sze, C. T. anp Yy, C. L.

Vaceine and Serum Institute, Dalren

In a previous communication, the authors pointed out that some substances
in the normal feces possess ability to adsorb dysentery phage, and interfere with
its filter-passing ability. In ihe present report, the authors compared various
methods for the detection of phage activity besides the conventional method of stu~
dying the fecal filirate. Phage activities against dysentery, typhoid and paraty-
phoid B were examined in water specimens and in human feces, It was found
that the best method of detection is by the addition of bacterial suspension for
which phage activity is desired. Both by plé.te method and tube method, by
which several hundred specimens were examined, the highest percentage of phage
activity was invariably obtained in this way In the case of feces, a better yield
could be further obtained, if after incubation with the bacterial suspension for
which phage activity is desired, heating of the suspension to B8°C for 30 minutes
was carried out. -

This method is considered to be simple, easily carried out and it gives better
results than the conventional method of detecting the phage actigity from the:
fecal filtrates,
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