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- STUDIES ON THE ETIOLOGY OF TRACHCMA
III. ATTEMPT TO ISOLATE
THE VIRUS IN THE WHITE MICE

L1 Yire,, Lo Paowian, Cnanc Hsiao-Lou ano Tane Ferran
National Veceine and Seram Institate and Municipal Tung Jen Hospital, Peking

Although numerous attempts were previously made at isolating the virus of
trachoma, only few successful reports have appeared in literature, In the course of
the past year, the present authors tried to repeat the experimental works of Ara-
kawa and Kitamura, who claimed that by the intracerebral inoculation of serapings
from conjunctiva of trachoma patients into young mice 18 strains of virus had been
obtained from 19 patients. The work has hitherto not been confirmed, and the
present communication deals with such an attempt. Besides young white mice,
nursling mice were also included in the present study. Altogether more than 2,500
mice were inoculated with materials from 201 cases clinically diagnosed as trachoma,
the inoculation covering such procedures as blind passages through several genera-
tions of animals, and the use of additional stimuli in the form of starch and TAB vac-
cine inoculations, as well as repeated inoculation of the same materials in the same
group of animals, All these attempts resulted in complete failure to recover the virus.

This report is not intended to discredit the worth of the Japanese investigators,
but merely details the difficulties involved in this type of research. This failure
will only spur the present workers in further attempt to solve this important pro-

blem.
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