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A STUDY ON ATYPICAL C. DIPHTHERIAE

Wu CHiao-1u

Central Diagnostic Laboratory, Fukien

Saxholm, in a reeent review of the toxin-producing diphtheria-like organisms
isolated from the throat of patients, emphasized their differences from the typical
C. diphtherige and their clinical implications. We have also examined more than
2000 throat cultures for diphtheria bacilli during a recent epidemic, and found 20.49%
of the latter were sucrose-fermenters, while their toxin-producing ability was also
equally evident. A more detailed study of these organisms showed that biochemi-
cal and antigenic properties of two of the isolated strains inclined them to be in-
cluded in the mitis type, but their toxin was not exactly identical with those of
the clinical C. diphitheriae as demonstrated by c¢ross immunization test with a well
known strain, the Toronto strain. The epidemiological significance of the present
finding is briefly discussed.
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