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LATENT EPIDEMIC ENCEPHALITIS AMONG THE POPULATION
AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND FOWLS IN SIAN

Wane Mer-gsien, Curng Kuer-pang anp Hsu HAN-CHI

From the results of neutralization test performed on 81 specimens of blood
serum from the population of Sian, it is seen that the majority of local adult
farmers have in their blood, neutralizing antibody against the virus of epidemic
encephalitis. On the contrary, school children as a rule failed fo show such
antibody.

Similar study on 807 specimens of blood serum from domestic animals and
fowls in the same locality revealed the following results: mules and horses, 100%
showed neutralizing antibody; goats, 67.8%, grown up dogs, 60%, puppies, 37.5%,
cows, H6.8Y%, while hogs, 44.49% showed positive neutralizing antibody. Few spe-
cimens of fowls showed the same antibody: ducks, 5.9%, chickens, 3.1%;, while all
the geese and doves showed negative results.

The significance of the above finding in relation to epidemiology of epidemic
encephalitis in this locality was briefly discussed.
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