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FLUCTUATION OF BRUCELLA AGGLUTININ AMONG
CONTACTS AND PATIENTS

Meng CHao-yu

The oceurrence of brucella infection among herds of sheep afforded an oppor-
tunity to observe the fluctuation in the titre of the brucella agglutinin among
contacts and patients with latent and patent infection. It was found that the
fluctuation was first of all reiated to the lambing season, as the titre of most
reactors showed an increase atter this season was passed. Furthermore, as a rule, while
patients with actual infection usually gave a higher agglutination titre above 1: 100,
they frequently showed periods of lowering of the titre including that of complete
brecella agglutinin, persons with latent infection usually showed only a tem-
porary appearance of brucella agglutinin in relating to their contact with infe-
cting sheep, thus the author believed it is possible fo differentiate these aggluti--
nins from the natural antibodies. The significance of these findings relative to

epidemiology of the disease is briefly discussed.
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