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ISOLATION OF VIRUS OF B TYPE ENCEPHALITIS FROM
LASIOHELEA TAIWANA SHIRAKI—
A BLOOD SUCKING MIDGE

Wu Cruiso-Ju and Wu Suu-vin
Fukien Central Diagnostic Laboratory

{ ABsTRACT)

Lasiohelea tziwana has been thought by the local inhabitants to be responsible for the
transmission of virus of B type encephalitis to the human beings. In 1953, during the epidemic
period of this infectious disease, the authors have tried to isolate virus from these insects.

As these insects are too small to be caught by ordinary method the authors used human
body as a bait. As soon as the insects seitled on the skin of the authors they were caught
immediately. The specimens were brought to the laboratory alive in test tubes. Since these
insects do not live long in captivity, no attempt was made to feed them artificially. Hence they
were used immediately for inoculation. The procedure used for inoculating animals with the
suspension of this insect is the same as that with mosquito specimens,

Seven hundreds sixty three adults of Lasioheles tairwana were caught from July to August.
Only the specimens caught in July, i.¢. at the highest peak of the epidemic, gave positive result.
One strain of virus was successfully isolated, and the virus by means of serological and biological
methods was identified to be virus of B type encephalitis, '
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