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CHANGE IN ACTIVITY OF BACTERIOPHAGE STANDING
AT DIFFERENT TEMPERATURES

T’ane CHE-HsUEH
Department of Bacieriology & Immunology Chinese Union Medical College, Peking

{ AssTRACT)

Phages of Staphylococcus aureus, Shigella dysenteriae, Pasteurella pestis and Salmonella
typhi were kept in incubator (35—38°C), at room temperature (mostly 21—26°C), in refri-
gerator (4—6°C) and deep freezer (—21——38°C) for a period of over 14—19 months, Samples
were taken from time to time and titrated by Gratia's double-layered plating method, and the
number of plagues were counted for one milliliter of each sample. The results showed no
apparent change in the titer of all phage samples kept in the refrigerator. Staphylococcic phage
lost its activity entirely after being kept for one month in the deep freczer. All phages lost
their activity gradually at incubator or room temperature, among which staphylococcic phage
was found to be more fragile, losing its activity entirely after standing 3 months in the in-
cubator, and 13 months at room temperature.
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