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A REPORT ON A NEWLY ISOLATED STRAIN OF INFLUENZA
VIRUS IN KWEI-YANG, WITH SOME EPIDEMIOLOGICAL
STUDIES OF INFLUENZA IN THE SOUTH-WEST

Hwang CHIANG-CHU

Department of Microbiology, Kwei-Yang Medical College, Kwei-Yang

The author reported the isolation of a strain of influenza virus from throat
washings of patients, during an epidemic in The Kwei-Yang Medical College
in July, 1956. On account of the following evidences, the virus isolated was
designated as strain K, which may be a new varient of the A-prime group of
the influenza viruses. ‘

' 1. Tt possessed the ability of agglutinating the red blood cells of the
guinea pigs.

2. It multiplyed easily in the chorio-allanfoic cavity of the chicken embryos
on first isolation.

3. In low dilutions of the specific antisera, there existed cross hemag-
glutination-inhibition and complement fixation reactions between the strains K
and FM,, but in the neutralization test, strain K reacted quite specifically.

4, A rise in the titers of the hemagglutination-inhibition antibody against
FM, in the convalescent sera of the patients suggesfed an anamnestic reaction
which pointed to a close relationship between K and FM,.

5. Within a period of 14 days after intranasal inoculation with strain K,
the white mice under experimentation showed no apparent infection.

- The fact that there appeared higher titers of the hemagglutination-
inhibition antibodies against the strain K in the sera of the convalescents was
taken by the author as a strong confirmation that K was the very viral agent
which was responsible for this small epidemic in the College.

About one month after the subsidence of the epidemic, and during our
routine physical examination of our mnew students, the author had the
opportunity of collecting the sera of 162 healthy students, from the cities in
Sze-Chuan, Yun-Nan and Kwei-Chow. It was concluded that the antibodies
existed in these sera against the different known strains of the influenza
viruses might represent the presence of the different viral infections in these

districts.
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