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THERMO-STABILITY OF JAPANESE B
ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS

Liuv Yuan-yuan, Crow Mine-siexn and Ler P er-cHun

Department of Virology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences

The thermo-stability of a strain of Japanese B encephalitis virus, isclated
in Peking in 1849, was studied. It was observed that, when the infectious
mouse brain tissue wag made into a 109 suspension with skimmed milk or
with a specially prepared lactose-salts solution and then freeze-dried under a
presure of 0.1—0.2 mm., both dried materials retained their infective titre al-
most unchanged after two years of storage at —15——18°C, and dropped only
slightly when stored at 2—4°C for one year.

When the virus suspensions were kept at different temperatures, i.e., 30°C,
2—4°C and —15——18°C without being previously freeze-dried, less drop of in-
fective titre was found with those kept at the lower temperture, Suspension
prepared with skimmed milk was somewhat more stable when kept at those
temperatures than that prepared with the lactose-salts solution, while that pre-
pared with physiological saline was the least stable.

The pH of the lactose-salts solution ranging from 7.6 to 8.4 was found
to have no influence on the stability of this virus strain.
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