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A STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LARVAL
STAGE OF SCHISTOSOMA JAPONICUM [N
ONCOMELANIA HUPENSIS

CHov SHU-LUNG

Hupei Mdedieal College, Wuchangy

There has been a great deal of intensive study on the various aspects of
schistosomiasis carried on in this country after liberation, especially in therapy
and in prophylaxis, but relative little attention has been paid to the development
of the worm in its mollusk host, during this same period. Much earlier though,
Miyairi and Suzuki in 1913, and Faust and Melaney in 1924 have examined
rather cursory into this problem, and for the larval stage of S. mansond,
Maldopado and Acosta in 1947, as well as Olivier and Mao in 1949, have
made systematic studies. We believe that the study on the development of S.
japonicum larvae in is mellusk host at the present lime will facilitute the
struggle for the control of schistosomiasis carried on now in a determined
and gigantic scale in this country.

By means of scrial sections of mollusks made after varying periods of
infection in the laboratory, il has been found that about 12- 347 of the
Oncomelanie snails harbored 2 or more mother sporoceysts in a single host.
This finding definitely refutes the previous statement that only onc miracidium
can develop in a single snail,

It was further demonstrated that most of the mother sporocysts of the
earlier stages of development are in the head-fool or gill regions, while in the
later stages, most of them are found in the vicera.

Finally, the development and the morphological appearance of every stage
of the Schistosomea joponicum larva have been earefully noted and recorded in
the accompanying micro-photographs.
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