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OBSERVATION ON THE REVERSION TO TYPICAL FORM BY
ATYPICAL DYSENTERY BACILLI

Kung T. E.

From the feca} specimens of chromic dysentery cases, I3 strains of Gram negative bacill
giving atypical biochemical reactions but agglutinated by polyvalent dysentery serum tn significant
titre were studied for their reversion to typical form. They ecither showed lactose fermentation,
or formation of gas, and still others showed failure to produce acid in rannite or maltose or
in either. They were all agglutinated to a low titre by the polyvalent Flexner antiserum. After
varions number of passages on starch meat infusion medium, some colonies which were then
agglutinated by the polyvalent dysentery serum to a higher titre were examined for their hio-
chemical propertics. These were found to have reverted to forms biochemically typical of Flexner
group of organismos after 5-~17 passages. However, they still remained resistant to the sulfa
drugs, while twd strains remained resistant to chloramphenicbl. The significance of this finding
was briefly discussed.
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