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ISOLATION OF JAPANESE B ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS FROM
LASIOHELEA SP. IN CANTON

June Kuan anvp Ko IHstao-Liw
(Chungshan Medical College)

In 1959, from April through November, a large number of midges belonging to the
genus Lasiokelea was caught by the human-bait method from certain parks and schools
in the various sections in Canton. Qut of 259 lots containing 16,642 individuals of
Fasiokelea caught, 6 lots (5 from May and 1 from August) with a total of 305 indivi-
duals were found to harbor the Japanese B encephalitis virus . identified by filtration
methods, scrological reactions and some by pathological manifestations: This study con-
firmed similar report first made from this country in 1957. In view of their preference
for human biood and of their immense numbers throughout the greater part of the year,
the possible role played by midges in the epidemiology of Japanese B encephalitis was
discussed. Attention is called to the importance of the simultancous eradication of
midges in the extensive program on the eradication of mosquitoes as a measurc in the
control of encephalitis in this region.
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