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DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN MYCOBACTERIUM LEPRAE
AND M. TUBERCULOSIS BY MEANS OF
FLUORESENT MICROSCOPY

CHuNeg, C. Y. Lex, 5. C.
(Chungshan Medical College) (Antituberculosis Institute, Canton)

Skin smears made from lesions of lepromatous lepers containing numerous M. leprae
were exposed to untra-violet rays for 2 hours. As a result, 97.4% of the organisms
from 115 cases lost their fluorescent staining property. On the other hand, when M.
tuberculosis was similarly treated, there was no change in this property. The results of
this experiment suggest that exposure to ultraviolet rays prior to cxamination by means
of fluorescent microscopy could constitute a new method for the differentiation between
these two closely related organisms.
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