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ISOLATION OF RICKETTSIA MOOSERI FROM RATTUS
FLAVIPECTUS, RATTUS NORVEGICUS AND
ORNITHONYSSUS BACOTI IN YNSK
AREA, CHINA

» » H )
Cr’1v .Fu-usi, K'vane Cu's-nung, Cuune Husr-an, Ho Lizn-Yin,

Tsou Tsur-ren axp CHeENe Ling-rs Al

This paper records the results of isolation of Rickeitsia mooseri from rats and tro-
pical rat mites in YNSK area, China. Altogether 156 rats were captured, of which 124
were Ratius flavipectus, 17 Mus musculus, 11 Rattus rattus, and 4 Rattus norvegicus. 144
rats were divided into 44 pools according to species and location and each pool was
inoculated into two guinea pigs for the isolation of rickettsia. As a result, Rickettsia
mooseri was isolated from 13 groups of rats, with a positive isolation rate of 29.5 % ;
12 groups of them were Rattus flavipectus, and one group, Rattus nOrvEgicus.

Ricketisia mooseri was also tecovered from the pooled specimen of a group of GO
Ornithonyssus bacoti Hirst, 1913 collected from a lot of three Ratéus flavipectus. From the
spleen - and kidney suspension of these three rats, Ricketisia mooseri was also isolated.

From these results, it seems clear that Rattus flavipectus and Rattus norvegicus,
especially the former, serve as reservoir hosts of Rickettsia mooseri in this region, and
that Qrnithonyssus bacoti is one of the vectors of Rickettsia mooseri among rats, and, under
special circumstances, may possibly transmit the infection to man.

Addendum: Two strains of Rickettsia mooseri were isolated from Rattus ﬂavzpec-
tus in the neighbouring arcas of YNSK, namely, one in. MT and the other in KM.
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