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ADENOVIRUS AS THE ETIOLOGY OF INFANTILE
TOXIC PNEUMONIA

Cuu Crt-ming, Huane Yung-cueng, Stn Tan-rung,
Fo Won-vung, Liang Yon-xen, Cnou Kwercnon, Wu Won-nuan
AND Caac Ke-cHion

{Changchun Vaccine and Serwm Institite ete)

From the results of virological and serclogical studies on cases of “infantile toxic
pneumonia” during the cpidemic of 1958—59 and on sporadic cases in 1959—60, it is
concluded that adenovirus type 7 and type 3 are the principa! etiological agents of this
disease. Evidence in testimony of this conclusion is presented along the following lines:

{1) isolation of type 7 and type 3 adenoviruses from the throat and the lung tissue
in a high percentage of cases;

(2) the identity of virus types recovered from clinically similar cases occurring in
Changchun, Peking and Shenyang;

{3) rise in complement fixing and neutralizing antibodies in paired sera;

(4) essentially negative results in virus isolation attempts during the same period
among infants suffering from various other diseases or from other types of pneumeonia;

(5) negative findings of bacteria and other viruses as possibic alternative agents.

The possible factors responsible for the epidemic of 1958—59 are discussed.
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