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OBSERVATIONS ON THE GROWTH AND MULTIPLICATION OF
A STABLE LINE OF HUMAN EMBRYONIC KIDNEY CELLS
(MERN STRAIN) AND THEIR SUSCEPTIBILITY
TO ENTERO-VIRUSES®

Mao CHIANG-SHEN, SHUN YE-vive anp Liu CHIN-Liaw
{Department of Virology, Chinese Acadenry  of Medical Sciences, Peking)

The growth characteristics of a stable line of human embryonic kidney cells (MERN
Strain) and their susceptibility to entero-viruses were studied. This cell line, in the form
of simple monolayer culture on glass, has been maintained by 38 successive transfers
over a period of 5 months. Its rate of growth and multiplication was rapid. Sera from
most of the calves tested were found to be suitable for its growth. Furthermore,
MERN cells were found to support the growth and were susceptible to the cytopatho-
genic effect of the following wviruses: poliomyelitis virus types 1, 2, and 3: Coxsackie
vitus, types 9 and 18 of Group A and types 1—5 of Group B; Echo virus types 1—3,
5—14, and type 19. Comparative susceptibility of MERN cells, FL cells, and primary
human embryonic kidney cells to polio virus, Coxsackie virus Group B type 1, and
HEcho virus type 1 was also studied.

© hERZRMEMH KRBT EHIEL http://journals. im. ac. cn



