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EXPERIMENTAL INFECTION AND HISTOPATHOLOGICAL AND
HISTOCHEMICAL STUDIES OF A HUMAN VIRAL
TUMOR—MOLLUSCUM CONTAGIOSUM

Hune Tao
(Deparimen: of Virology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Peking)

Attempts to adapt the virus of Molluscum Contagiosum to laboratory animals with
various methods including cortisone treatment was unsuccessful.

Nevertheless, histopathological studies of the virus—inoculated ‘tissues showed the
following intetesting phenomena: proliferation and infileration of the epidermal cells of
both inoculated chorio-allantoic membrane and inoculated rabbit skin as well as the
formation of inclusion bodies in them. After intracerebral inoculation of rabbits with
the virws, cyst-like inclusions in the cytoplasm of neurons were also noted.

The causes of unsuccessful adaptation of the virus to laboratory animals but with
appearance of certain histopathological changes in.some of them were discussed.

Histopathological and histochemical studies of the lesions of human Molluscum Con-
tagiosum, confirmed the process of gradual formation of inclusion bodies and the dyna-
mical changes of RNA and DNA in the epidermal cells.
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