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COMPARATIVE STUDIES ON THE SUSCEPTIBILITY OF GROUND
SQUIRRELS (CITELLUS MONGOLICUS RAMOSUS THOMAS)
TO ST. LOUIS AND JAPANESE B |
ENCEPHALITIS VIRUSES

WanG YEN-KUEI

(Deparement o} Bacteriologs, Shanshi Medical College, T aiyuan)

The ground squirrel was found to be highly susceptible to the intracerebral infection
with the Japanese B encephalitis virus (J.B.E.V.) and approximated to that of the mouse.
Comparative titration of virus (Nakayama and Peking strains) in both animals gave
LD., titers which were practically identical.

The Nakayama strain was carried through 16 generations and 18 A strain of J.B.EV.
had been passaged serially through 5 generations in the ground squirrel by intracerebral
passage. No change in the virulence of the virus for mice was found to occur as the
result of such passages.

With the St. Louis encephalitis virus, repeated attempts were also made to infect
the ground squirrel by several routes, but the results were uniformly negative.

The possibility of using infected ground squirrel as differentiation for the Japanese
B and St. Louis viruses is suggested. '
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