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THE BACTERIOLOGICAL IDENTIFICATION OF 17 STRAINS OF
SUSPECTED ATYPICAL ACID-FAST BACILLI

Crane Tsi-v1 Wane FenG-Lien

(Secona Tubercalosis Institute Tientsin, Tientsin) {Fu-Wai Hospital, Chinese Academy of
Medicine Peking)

In this paper, the results of bacteriological identification of 17 strains suspected to
be atypical acid-fast bacilli were reported. The following tests were included: the appear-
ance of the colony morphology, cultural characteristics, neutral red test, niacin test, cord
formation, sensitivity to various antituberculous drugs, inoculation to guinea pigs and mice,
and skin allergic tests. Fourteen of these 17 straing were obtained from clinical speci-
mens, and all these possessed the same biological chatracteristics and animal pathogenic-
ity just as the atypical acid-fast bacilli described in the literature. The remaining 3
strains were obtained from the stock cultures kept in this laboratory, and were proven
to be unlikc the above and were found to be saprophytcs.

The 14 strains obtained from clinical cases were pathogenic for white mice, but only
6 induced definite pathologic lesions in the guinea pigs which were proven by micro-
scopical examination. Tuberculin test with OT was carried out on 12 guinea pigs ino-
culated with 12 of the 14 atypical acid-fast bacilli, and at the same time, they reccived
injections from concentrated culture filtrates prepared from 12 of the atypical acid-fast
organisms locally isolated. It was found that these animals reacted to both QT and to
the filtrates of acid-fast bacilli, but the latter gave stronger reaction than the OT. Cross
reactions among the different strains of atypical acid-fast bacilli locally isolated were
also demonstrated. ‘These results were briefly discussed.
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A NEW SEROTYPE OF B. ALKALESCENCES-DISPAR “2C-2:6(L)”

Suu Cuaiin

{(National Vaccine and Serum Institute, Peking)

54 strains isolated from clinical dysentery patients have been identified as B. alkales-
cens-dispar belonging to 0—2 group. A new K antigen differing from all the known
ones was found in this organism and was designated as “6{L)’. The strains were this
designated as B. alkalescens-dispar “2C-2:6{1)",
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