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STUDIES ON THE ANTIGENIC STRUCTURE OF INFLUENZA
Az VIRUS IN CHINA, 1957 -1962

Wane Tarkiang, J1 Suu-rong anp ZHENG JIE-JIE

(National Control [Institute of Pharmaceuticals and Biologicals, Peking)

(1) The antigenic composition of 9 strains of influenza A, virus, recovered in
China during 1957—1962, has been analysed with 3 different serelogical methods, name-
ly, immune serum cross absorption test, cross haemagglutination-inhibition test and cross
virus-neutralization test,

(2} A gradual change in antigenic pattern away from the first influenza A, strain
as the years advanced has been observed in these above-mentioned 9 strains, especially
more obvious differences have been revealed when the newer strains, isolated in 1962,
were compared with those strains isolated in 1957—1959. However, the extent of such
variability has been considered to be insufficient to form a new sub-type of the influenza
A group.

(3) According to our preliminary results with the immune serum absorption test,
the course of transformation in antigenicity of influenza A, virus seems to be progres-
sive, and seems to be a continuous process, due to the appearance of new antigens and
the gradual disappearance of a part of the old antigens.

(4) The antigenic differences among the influenza A, strains studied in this report
are demonstrable with a much higher degree of sensitivity in the immune serum absorp-
tion test. Certain modifications of Takatsy’s technique in performing this test have been
suggested. '
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