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ISOLATION OF R. PROWAZEKI FROM 3 CASES OF
TYPHUS-FEVER IN CHUNGKING

Cuanc S. L., Lo L. C,, Cuenc C. H. ano Tien E. C.

During the late spring of last year, we isolated 3 strains of pathogenic rickettsiae
from the blood specimens of 4 suspected typhus-fever patients in Chungking.

Altheugh it had not been successful to grow these 3 strains in the yolk sacs of the
developing chicken embryos; by inoculating them into normal guinca pigs peritoneally, they
caused thc animals to produce a significant febrile reaction with a mild and temporary
scrotal swilling. On the smears made from the tunica vaginalis a small amount of the
causative otganisms could be found. Complement-fixation test of the patient’s sera were
shown to be characteristic of epidemic typhus, i. c., the titets vs. R. prowazeki were more
than two times that vs. R. mooseri. Specific complement fixing antibodies, were also
obtained from the sera of guinea pigs infected with lice caught from these typhus patients.
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