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STUDIES ON THE SEROLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS OF TYPHUS FEVER

II. FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON HEMAGGLUTINATION TEST
WITH ESS OF TYPHUS RICKETTSIA

Ly, T. L., Cuu, Y. L., Kanc, W. C., Cuen, K. C. ano Hsu, C, C.
(Shantung Medical College, Tsinam)

In a previous report, it was found that hemagglutination test with the erythrocyte
sensitizing substance of Ricketisia prowazeki isolated from the mouse lung vaccine has
practical value in clinical serological diagnosis. We have continued this observation for
a year on the serological reaction of typhus and other patients.

it was found that the high titre ESS-hemagglutination antibody appeared earlier
(from 5th to 7th day after onset) and rose sharply to a high titre in cases of typhus
fever, which might last from 2 to 10 weeks. After that, it declined rapidly, and totally
disappeared in the course of two years.

The complement fixing antibodics developed a little later in the course of the dis-
case, and its titre was also lower, but as a whole, the reaction curve was similar to that
of the above. A positive Weil-Felix reaction with significant diagnostic titre appeared
the latest but in some patients it lasted for one year after recovery.

Among 505 sera from non-typhus cases, only one from that of a patient coming
from an endemic area showed ESS-hemagglutination to the titre of 1:200, which ap-
parently was a non-specific reaction, Thus ESS-hemagglutination test appears to be of
great sensitivity and specificity in the series of cases studied.

O hERZF

CE AT S P AT S 4RAEEE  http://journals. im. ac. cn



