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A STRAIN OF CLOSTRIDIUM BOTULINUM TYPE E
ISOLATED FROM RAW BEEF

Wane Ymv-chun, Wu Yong-vi anp Wanc CHeENG-pual

(Lanchow Serum & Faccine Institute)

A strain of Clostridium  botulinwm
was isolated from some raw beef which
had been suspected as the souree of an
outbreak of human food poisoning on
April, 1966, in a plateau area of China.

This strain (E66418) was identified
as Ol botulinum type E in accordance
with its bacteriological, serological and
toxinic characteristies,

Each gram of the suspected raw
beef, which was partially decomposed with
a foul odor, econtained about 1,000 lethal

doses for mice of type E botulinal toxin
confirmed by neutralization test with
known antitoxin.

From the epidemiological and ecolo-
gical points of view, it appears that the
incidence of type E botulism and the
distribution of the type E organisms may
not necessarily always follow the estab-
lished idea of eclose association with
marine nature such as fish or marine
mammals.
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