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IDENTIFICATION OF SEROTYPES AND VIRULENCE OF THE
PNEUMOCOCCI FOUND IN CHRONIC BRONCHITIS

LaBorRATORY OF CULTURE, BEIJING INSTITUTE FOR THE (ONTROL OF

PHarmacEUTICAL AND Blonoagical ProDUCTS

(Betjing)

During the vears from 1971 to 1974,
161 strains of IMplococcus prewmonice
from chronic bronchitis cases and 109
strains from other patients were isolated
in Beijing, Hobei, and Shenyong areas,
Their serological reactions and virulence
were studied with the following results:

1. Strains of Jow virulenece are
predominant (74.9%) in the 161 stranis
from chrohie bronchitis cases, and the
virulent strains of types 1, 3, and 4 only
accounted for 199, 1.2% and 1.2% re-
spectively. In addition, the virulence is
not correlated with the symptom type
(asthmie or simple} and severity of the
cases, _ _

2, The 161 strains from chromic
bronchitis cases are further characterized

by a wide distribution of serotypes (38
serotypes). Strains occeurred more fre-
quently were serotypes 9, 33, 18, 19,
and 6, which accounted for 27.9% of the
total number of strains.

3. The serotypes of the 109 strains
from other patients are also widely dist-
ributed with a slightly higher percentage
of virulent strains.

4. It may be concluded, from the
ctiological view point, that the virnlence
and the serotype of pneumoeocel would
not be the determinant factors for cau-
sing- chronie bronchitis, but the resis-
tance of the hosts would play an impor-
tant part in the incidence of chronic
bronchitis.
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