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STUDIES ON THE SEROLOGICAL GROUPING OF
NEISSERIA MENINGITIDIS

1. INVESTIGATIONS ON NEW SERO-GROUPS

Dineg SmaoQing, YE RENBANG, YANG SHUPING, ZHANG HuaNoHUN, Wane LiNezHANG
{The Beijing Institute for the Conirol of Pharmuaoeutioal and Biologicsl Products, Beijing)

By employing bacterial agglutination-
absorption and indirect hemagglutination
tests, the authors have carried out some
studies coneerning ecertain meningoeocens
strains, isolated in China, which are no-
naggliutinable with the diagnostie grouping
sera A,B,C,D of Neisseria meningitidis.

Through an anlysis of serological spe-
cificity, it has been tentatively proposed
that the strains of N. miningitidis so far
isolated from this ecountry can be divided
into 7 rew seroiypes, which have been
clearly proved to be antigenically different
from the classical groups AB,C,D and
from one another.

With regard to the problem of nome-
nelature for these new serogroups, it is

suggested to use the numbers of the re-
presentative strains for the respective
serological groups, i.e. groups 1889, 1890,
1892, 319, 1916, 1484, 1811,

Up to the present, most of the new
group straing have been isolated from na-
gsopharyngeal carriers, amounting to shout
15%. Among these, strains of groups
1892, 312 and 1918 were more frequently
found. Furthermore, the strains of the
last group have also been recovered from
specimens of patients suffering from cere-
brospinal meningitis. With the introdue-
tion of these new groupings, it is possible
to classify the vast majority of meningo-
cocens streins now isolated in China.
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