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MATERNAL ANTIBODY AGAINST JAPANESE B ENCEPHALITIS
ACQUIRED BY FOALS AND ITS EFFECT ON IMMUNIZATION
BY THE LIVE VIRUS VACCINE

Wang Yungji

' (National Vacotne and Serum Institule, Beijing)

Chen Jingyu and Zhang Zhenxing

{Heilungjiang Institute of Provinoial Veterinary Medicine, Fuyu)

1. Foals acquired neutrzlizing anti-
body from the mares immunized with
the Japanese B encephalitis live virus
vaceine. The antibody level in the foal
sera drawn within 1—3 days after birth
appeared so high that the serum neutra-
lization index in 82.1% of the foals was
equal to or greater than 1000. The anti-
body level was found to decrease as the
foals grew older but it remained detecta-
ble for 4—b5 months or even longer.

2. The maternal antibody acquired
passively by foals was proved to be ca-
pable of inhibiting the immune response
initiated by immunization with the live
virus vaceine; whereas the active neut-
ralizing antibody naturally acquired by
horses showed no such inhibiting activity,

3. The mechanisms of the effect of
congenital passive immunity on immuni-
zation with the live virus vaccine were
briefly discussed.
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