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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON THE EFFICACY OF
PRESERVATION OF LEPTOSPIRA STRAINS
IN CLOSED AMPOULES

Cao Weiji,

Zhang Yueqing, Hu Ruiyun

(Tropioal Medicine Research Laboraiory, Beijing Friendship Hospital, Beijing)

Different conditions and methods
for the preservation of leptospira strains
were examined. It was found that the
liquid cultures of leplospira grown in
Korthof’s medinm, kept in sealed glass
(fused) ampoules and stored at room-
temperature in the dark exhibited the
best result. During the period of 1964—
1366, 133 lepiospira strains of different
serotypes were preserved by the above-
mentioned method. The liguid culture of

each strain was distributed into 10 ampou-
les (lee. to each). Afterwards, 1—5
ampoules were opened and examined for
viable leptospirae by both darkfield mie-
roscopy and cultivation after different
intervals, It was found that the positive
rates of darkfield examination and cul-
ture growth were 96.7% and 98.6%
after 1/2 year; 94.1% and 96.7% after
1 year; 13.5% and 494% after 6—38
years respectively.
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