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A STUDY OF VIRUS ETIOLOGY OF INFANTILE
BRONCHIOLITIS

Institute of Pediatries of the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences

(Beijing)

1. From the winter of 1974 to the
spring of 1976, isolation for respiratory
syneytial virus has been carried out from
throat washing of 80 pediatric patients
with infantile bronchiolitis in Beijing
with a total of 12 isolations, a positive
rate of 15%.

2. Neutralization test of 65 pair
gera from patients with infantile bron-
chiolitis showed that, against R.S8.V.
(Long strain), 39 sera of convalescents
showed an increase in neutralizing anti-
hody titre of four folds, i.e., a positive
rate of 56.56%. It is the first time that
a correlation between R.8.V, and etio-
logy of infantile bronchiolitis in Beijing
has been made.

3. In the spring of 1976, R.S. V.
was isolated for the first time in the
rural areas of Beijing. Seventy five
percent of pair sera from patients with
infantile bronchiloitis were found to
show a four-fold increase of neuiraliza-
tion titre. Preliminary test also indica-
ted that R.S.V. has thus been an im-
portant pathogen of infantile bromnchioli-
tis in rural areas of this city.

4. 'The eculture characteristics and
methods of isolation of the local strains
of R.S8.V. have been investigated. This
finding might provide a basis for future
study in the prevention and treatment
of this disease by combined traditional
Chinese and western medicine.
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