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STUDIES ON THE VIRULENCE-VARIATION OF
RICKETTSIA TSUTSUGAMUSHI

Department of Microbiology, Chungshan Medical College

{Guangzhou)

The strain of ‘497" RB. {sulsugamu-
'shi, after isolated from Rat. novagicus,
was cultured and passed in rabbit testis
fibroblast monolayer tissue eculture for
more than one hundred generations at
30°C when 107*M KCN in the final con-
centration was added to the medium.
Finally an attenvated strain was obtain-
ed. The LD, for mice of this strain

- by repeated tests was

lower than
107**1log. If the host was ehanged to
chicken yolk sac or mice, the virulence
of attenuated ““49” strain would rapidly
restored. The use of other chemicals
such as glutamine or 8-azagnanine instead
of KCN, or of other strain instead of
‘49’ gtrain was not suoeceessful in at-
tenuation of the ricketisia.
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