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AN INVESTIGATION ON THE ETIOLOGY OF EPIDEMIC
MYALGIA (PLEURODYNIA) IN THE RURAL
DISTRICTS OF SHANGHALI

Shi Ou-sheng,

Ding Xizo-guang,

Ying Bei-bei

(Sanitary and Anti-epidemic Station of Shanghai)

From July to September in 1975, an
cpidemic myalgia {pleurodynia) broke
out in certain districts in the counties of
Baoshan and Jiading. 26 strains of
coxsackie B, virus were isolated from
rectal swabs, throat washings and stool
specimens taken from 34 patients, The
results of neutralization test using paired
sera from 9 patients, and convalescent
serum from 3 cases against the recently
isolated virus antigen (SM75-9) showed

that the titre of the convalescent sera of
9 cases showed a four-fold rise or was
higher than those of the acute stage and
the G.M. T. of the convalescent sera was
42 times bhigher than that of the  acute
stage. This virologic and serologic results
demonstrated that coxsakic Bs virus was
the etiologic agent of the epidemie
myalgia (pleurodynia) in 1975 in
Shanghai,
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