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PREPARATION OF COMPLEMENT FIXATION ANTIGENS
FROM RICKETTSIA TSUTSUGAMUSHI

Feng Hui-min,

Cai Meng-yu, Zhong Zhi-ying,

Bai Shi-en

(Department of Microbiology, Chungshan Medical College, Guangzhou)

Methods for preparing the comple-
ment-fixation antigens from tissue cul-
tures were presenied. Factors which
influenced the titres of yolk sac membrane
antigen were also investigated.

Large amount of antigen could be
easily prepared from infected yolk sac
withont non-specific reaction. However,
the sensitivity of yolk sac antigen for
each strain of R. tsutsugamushi varied to
some extent, and it was difficult to obtain
good yield from all the adapted strains of

R. tsutsugamushi. Since R. tsutsugamushi
multiplied very well in the tissue cultures,
we could usually obtain luxuriant growth
even in the first passage. Because of the
ease to prepare antigen from tissue cul
ture of any strain of E. isuisugamushi,
we considered it was of advantage in the
preparation of antigens from several
separate strains for cross-fixation tests as
well as for elinical laboratory diagnosis of
the digease,
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