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AN UREASE NEGATIVE CRYPTOCOCCUS NEOFORMANS

Li Ansheng

Wu Shaoxi

(Institute of Dermarology, Chinese Academy of Medical Science, Nanmping 210042}

We report an urease negative Crypioco-
ccus neoformans derived from pigeon drop-
ping. This isolate produced brown pigmented
colonies on cormeal Tween-80 agar with 300
ug/ml caffeic acid, but was failure to hydro-
lyze urea. More identification tests were per-
formed for this isolate, such as assimilation
and fermentation of carbonhydrates, nitrate
assimilation, production of starch like com-~
pound, growth on GCP medium, germ tube
formation and inoculation of mice, ect. Most
of the results showed that the microbiological
characteristics of the isolate were typical of
C. neoformans except for negative urease 1est.
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Even though there has been a report about an
urease negative €. necformans derived from
an AIDS patienr, but we have never found
any report about isclation from pigeon drop-
ping or natwre environment. We should pay
attention to the exist of this atypical strain of
C. neoformans in nature envirenment and the
possibility of infection to human being. Ad-
ditionally, we also be aware of the possibiliry
of neglect when this urease negative C. neo-

formans is identificated with urease test.
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