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Abstract: Escalating resistance of pathogens, especially Gram-negative bacteria, to antibiotics

has become a public health problem arousing worldwide concern because of the abuse of
antibiotics. The “Trojan Horse” strategy emerges as a promising approach to the development
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of new antibacterial agents. This strategy improves the antibacterial activity or broadens the
antibacterial spectrum of antibiotics by using the siderophore-mediated bacterial iron transport
system. In 2019, cefiderocol as the first siderophore-antibiotic conjugate was approved for
marketing, which has garnered wide attention of scientists in this field. Currently, researchers
mainly focus on siderophores or utilizing antibiotics with different mechanisms and ignoring
linkers in the design of agents based on the “Trojan Horse” strategy. This review will summarize
the impact of different linkers of conjugates on antibacterial activity, which could provide
reference for the development of new antibacterial drugs and combating bacterial resistance.
Keywords: bacterial resistance; siderophore-antibiotic conjugate; linker; “Trojan Horse” strategy
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Figure 5 The artificial siderophore-antibiotic conjugates 13—23.
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Figure 7 The artificial siderophore-antibiotic conjugates 30 and 31.
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Figure 9 “Trimethyl lock” derived siderophore-antibiotic conjugates.

CI)H
N
ST
(@)

E i TP
O TI\I H QH \[f |
OH N (@) v OH
O (@) O O

Q. W)&@ﬂ X
T S LA

O O

10 AL &I MA-InE RIBELAD 39 F1 40

Figure 10 The artificial siderophore-antibiotic conjugates 39 and 40.

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn



4146

WANG Yuanyuan et al. | Acta Microbiologica Sinica, 2024, 64(11)

N
H?@)\N/\/S\S/\/O\H/NJ A
H 0
H
HT:\J (6]

(0]

F COOH
|
N

41

OH (0] o OH
OH
11 AT AREKRBE-InE ZBEKY 41
Figure 11 The artificial siderophore-antibiotic conjugates 41.

44 SMER

Liu ZE%H0 Schalk ™%t T LIS EE EE N
M B VK U LR T 780 2 28 A 5 T e o il 322 245
FIEIY 42 (8 12); HBOHERBCA DL TE R
VE R g A, AN AT th S B R A A E
B B-INMERG R ZLAR , DOTTRE RE M B 2K A &R
Bt o, $2 m mEm e R O DU R T, T E YR
PR ; DU SIS FIESE TS A4, (R
Wy 42 PBUTRTEESk A0 B 2 R k-
MEGERRSER DI 125 £, JUHURAERERIL B-BE
W& Acinetobacter baumannii {52230 H AL
PUETEPEMIC=6.00 pmol/L); IAh, {HECY) 42 F1

H

0
9 H
oH_N_J N

N
H

42

12 AT ERESREE-TE ZBEKY 42

AR SL A Z RPN Acinetobacter baumannii
FHH AR AP ME FI(MIC=0.40 pmol/L); X4t
SEFRG R T I 42 TR BRI 2 I
PIBT TSV IH R T hiA 2R oSk R S,
XAy B- N B Bl ok 3K 1 Acinetobacter
baumannii HEATHURETEYERI, LSRR 0955
R SRIRERRN] AR A T R AR A0t
B- PN T i T o % 3K Tk 2 B o B A T 2
(MIC>50 pmol/L), {HABIBEY 42 X B- A ok i i3t
22 I8 TR RAR SR 2 B S A i 1Y B B AR T (MIC=
6.00 pmol/L). DA &5 IGHIE T VEAH 55 AE

RN GARTE T RTRES, HR TR .

Figure 12 The artificial siderophore-antibiotic conjugate 42.

<l actamicro@im.ac.cn, & 010-64807516



FRIFE S5 | P, 2024, 64(11)

4147

5 RES5REE

TR A TR 241k , e I o =2 PGB M o i SR
RN ET E I OWNEY if (195 3 S &P s N0 1
W, 2T BRI & R R B A 2k v IR AN B T 2
PE o BRTHUA: R R KRN O A BiA R4
FAFEA T ORAL B R, 38 5 24 S AR A A o <R
WA T o o0 R R AR —Fh b 1 FH AR
AR, TR0 K A TR ARIR T — 2 /Y
B, B AR H KA R 8 A4 i B i
RIS o RS Do FhiAd: ZoB ek ik 5 i R
W BT R BB, 15 BN TE Ak 2 A R Sk
P Rk EANMPY, B2 Wik i, M 1 5
Y RBUA T . RS AR D FhiE Rl
3RO AL BRARAA (45H P g B AR AY ).
HEEFL A 54 O 20 @35 LA i (2
I L AR5 ). ZEMRIRY) 0 i
b, YA T (8 2 S 3 AN TR A B A —
L KPR R S B S I, T2 R S8 A 6 A
AL T AR, U7 5 035 AP A 2 T SR
AP o SRTT, XL kB S5 ik
FEFE—EMMERE . IEBh gk, #E Bar, il
H R AR B FHAERIKIBZE S TG A
Xt B A BRR R AR - P A: AR 5T SOk T T
A PR, BTN B R AR R K
YT 24 TP T A R AR i Rk AR
TR A = R 25/ E LA T T IHZE R4,
TR AT % B FH T 40 TR 20 e R R SR AR ) B A
CHn A - 40 7 20 I BE B B- PN BE R 28 A= R
B A T 40 B 1) K T 85 R ) 5 k2 IR B K R
R 4 T e 2% P B R T R TR SR, A R
WERAE LS (R 24 27 1 30 R 54T
(B 1) SR, FEF T 40005 AR BBt
A= R (CUNAE FH A2 00 Ak e % el o Tl 21 R 1
DNA 25 i 1% 56014 147 T 23 ) B o 1 1 38 R B J

P, FERRLEPIS ] MEY 14, 25 A
35 R R A YI(FR 1) PRI SC 5 R
PRI AT B2 , ik Z AP ER A S i i B 5
P RIR RN ) ZE R AEAE 2 5, A DA 20 I A -
P14 2B AR B 35 R 1 X 3 R P Rk B R 1) B i i
PEAEAEZE ST, AR IS A 2 Ak 8R4 S oy
Bt AT, HA D s AR B R A 2 P
YR 1ok Y R 3% B AT . DRI, TR 22 IR
FIPEGRIT &, KES AR - P A R AN H g
gk 2= T, SR E ER .
BRIFAR-PUAE AR & 1) o — T S5 7
F 3R A TE B L A 7 R 25 B AR
Hh AR 4 B AL AN R A A L AR ) A5
(LU T X6 52 2% P A TR P 58 ) B A A R M R 4 1Y)
FEhE o R AR R R A AR E | IF HLAE MR
LN e O R A 2 G e R N e Y S
YR, BERURBAPIAE R . B S AR A
MG R MBI GR 1), EBE
F AR S T S (R P B T T C W B L R
TS A AN 118 2 e S5 A {1 K A2 A 200 i 91 T e
EL PR AR IR , AT A 40 B P I 2 B
25, WEERY) 32-35 T 41, SRR & A4
PR AT (AR AE IR N RSP B 38 3 i AR ) B
FE, Ao ZIREEmR, kA4 NI A Bk
AL, DT 4 s A EER 00 2 240 7 A48 L P 1) 25
YR, RIEESFPIESCE, R 16,
17 F1 20, SR, AridEgesi TR, oy
InptAE R B MERE , AT EE AT 2 R
Ak B . Liu ZE%IHT Schalk™ U7 564k 2k - mg
Jot T 24 AR 10 40 1 AT 58 R S FRAT THR AL T ) 1
0, B-INTE IS R (42) W BERS iy — i
R IR (35 1), W 3 HAth DL B A S5 i
PUA 2 AR -BU A AR o X (]
PRSP, RO MBI ANk e ) X (R E
W RFEDLTS WP E S IS B e AR

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn



4148

WANG Yuanyuan et al. | Acta Microbiologica Sinica, 2024, 64(11)

* 1 REF-AERBERMENSEEM

Table 1 The structure and antibacterial activities of siderophore-antibiotic conjugates
Conjugate Siderophore Linker Antibiotic MIC of conjugates (umol/L) ~ MIC of antibiotics (umol/L)
1302¢] Linear Amide Ciprofloxacin Staphylococcus aureus SG 511, Staphylococcus aureus SG 511,
tris-hydroxamate 1.00; 0.50;
Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC  Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC
700603, >128; 700603, 0.25;
Acinetobacter baumannii Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC
ATCC 17961, >128; 17961, 0.25;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa
ATCC 27853, >128 ATCC 27853, 0.13
14827 bis-catechol- Staphylococcus aureus SG Staphylococcus aureus SG 511,
511, >128; 0.50;
Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC  Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC
700603, >128; 700603, 0.25;
Acinetobacter baumannii Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC
ATCC 17961, >128; 17961, 0.25;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC
ATCC 27853, >128 27853,0.13
1528 Linear Escherichia coli, 0.97 Escherichia coli, 0.23
tris-hydroxamate
168% Non-linear Escherichia coli, 0.23
tris-hydroxamate
177 Enterobactin Escherichia coli UTI89, 0.10;  Escherichia coli UTI89, 0.10;
Escherichia coli CFT073, 0.10; Escherichia coli CFT073, 0.10;
Escherichia coli K-12, >10; Escherichia coli K-12, 0.10;
Escherichia coli B, >10 Escherichia coli B, 0.10
201% Hydroxypyridone Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC
ATCC 27853, 0.86; 27853, 0.75;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa
PAO1, 0.43; PAOL1, 0.38;
Escherichia coli ATCC 25922, Escherichia coli ATCC 25922,
0.03; 0.02;
Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC  Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC
700603, 1.72; 700603, 1.51;
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC  Staphylococcus aureus ATCC
25923, 3.44 25923, 1.51
248 Enterobactin Triazole-ether Vancomycin  Escherichia coli, <10; Escherichia coli, >10;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa, <10 Pseudomonas aeruginosa: >10
25022 Enterobactin Ether Ciprofloxacin Escherichia coli UTI89, >10;  Escherichia coli UTI89, 0.10;
Escherichia coli CFT073,>10; Escherichia coli CFT073, 0.1;
Escherichia coliX-12,>10;  Escherichia coli K-12, 0.10;
Escherichia coli B, >10 Escherichia coli B, 0.10
268" tris-catechol Triazole-ether Ampicillin ~ Escherichia coli, 0.81; Escherichia coli, 19;
Staphylococcus aureus, >64;  Staphylococcus aureus, >183;
Acinetobacter baumannii, >64 - 4 cinetobacter baumannii, >183
2781 tris-catechol Triazole Escherichia coli, MIC < 0.09;

Staphylococcus aureus,
MIC=0.12;

Acinetobacter baumannii, MIC
<0.09
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Conjugate Siderophore Linker Antibiotic MIC of conjugates (umol/L) ~ MIC of antibiotics (umol/L)
281 Hydroxypyridone Triazole Ciprofloxacin Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC
ATCC 27853, 108; 27853, 0.75;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa
PAO1, 27.05; PAOL1, 0.38;
Escherichia coli ATCC 25922, Escherichia coli ATCC 25922,
3.38; 0.02;
Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC  Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC
700603, >200; 700603, 1.51;
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC  Staphylococcus aureus ATCC
25923, >200 25923, 1.51
3052 Catechol Pyrrolidinium  Ceftazidime  Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa
PAO1, 0.13 pg/ml PAOL1, 0.50 pg/ml
3204 tris-catechol Ester Ciprofloxacin Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa DSM
DSM 1117, 8 pg/ml; 1117, 0.25 pg/ml;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa AM  Pseudomonas aeruginosa AM
85,>128 ng/ml; 85, 16 pg/ml
35036 tris-catechol Ester Pseudomonas aeruginosa
DSM 1117, >128 ug/ml;
Pseudomonas aeruginosa AM
85, >128 pg/ml
3887 Enterobactin (Acyloxy)alkyl Escherichia coli K-12,1.00;  Escherichia coli K-12, 0.10;
ester Escherichia coli H1876, 1.00  Escherichia coli H1876, 0.10
39039 Linear Trimethyl lock Pseudomonas aeruginosa Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC
tris-hydroxamate ATCC 27853, 2.00; 27853, 0.13;
Escherichia coli ATCC 25922, Escherichia coli ATCC 25922,
1.00; <0.02;
Acinetobacter baumannii Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC
ATCC 17961, 8; 17961, 0.25;
Klebsiella pneumoniae Klebsiella pneumoniae 700603,
700603, 16 0.25
4142 Enterobactin Disulfide Escherichia coli UTI89, >10;  Escherichia coli UTI&9, 0.10;
Escherichia coli CFT073, >10; Escherichia coli CFT073, 0.10;
Escherichia coli K-12, >10; Escherichia coli K-12, 0.10;
Escherichia coli B, 0.10 Escherichia coli B, 0.01
4214 bis-catechol Cephalosporin  Oxazolidinone Acinetobacter baumannii Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC

ATCC 17978, 0.40;
Acinetobacter baumannii
ATCC 17978 pNT255, 0.40;
Acinetobacter baumannii

ATCC 17978 pNT255: ADC-1,

6.00

17978, >50;

Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC
17978 pNT255, >50;
Acinetobacter baumannii ATCC
17978 pNT255: ADC-1, >50

BRSO AE R, R 1 e PR 2R E
PEFIRT RN, LUK B (2 A0 LSNP 5 5%
iz R PR OR AR AE , E A A AT A

PR RO BERGTAE R, AT I8 1) 385 95 470 BRI 8K
RGAA . 28 ERTiE, <R PR D o7k
Pre) 3 DAUER T, RVERBAR AR A R
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