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ARTEFACTS IN PATHOLOGICAL SECTIONS
Hu C. H.

Department of Pathology, China Union Medical College

In histopathological work, it is not uncommon to find in the tissue sections various
artefacts which often make the correct diagnosis difficult or impossible and which are,
therefore, detrimental to the interests of the patients. Owing to the fact that such
artefacts are seldom mentioned in the books on pathological or histological technic, many
workers in pathology have not given them sufficient attention as they should receive.
In this article some of the more frequently seen artefacts are described and illustrated,
they include those due to postmortem changes, poor ﬁxétion, pressure, drying, precipita-
tion, contamination by bacteria or fungi, bone and cartilage fragments, operative irritations,
displaced cells, tangential sections, etc.

Stress is laid upon the fact that most of these artefacts can be easily avoided if the
standard technics of preparing the sections are carefully followed.
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