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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE FLOATATION METHOD
AND THE DIRECT SMEAR METHOD FOR THE
DETECTION OF TUBERCLE BACILLI

Tien, H. C., Fu, K. W., Suao, C. C. anp CHang, K. Y.
Department of Bacteriology, Shantung University Medical College

Floatation method has been found to be simple and widely applicable to a variety of
specimens for the detection of tubercle bacilli in clinical materials. In the present comparative
study, 102 specimens of sputa were examined when the floatation method has been found
to give the highest percentage of positive findings as well as a great economy of time ir
the search of the organisms under the microscope. Although the method shared with
most microscopic methods in its failure 16 differentiate pathogenic mycobacteria from
the saprophytic forms, if the clinical data are carefully analysed, a preliminary report
is justifed.
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