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Progress in production of arachidonic acid by Mortierella
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Abstract:  Arachidonic acid, as an important polyunsaturated fatty acid, is identified as potential food additives or pharmaceuticals
for their biological activities. In recent years, arachidonic acid production by Mortierella alpina is becoming a research highlight.
The prophase relevant researches focused on the mutagenic breeding and fermentation optimization. With the depth of investigation,
the advancement concerning pathway for the biosynthesis of arachidonic acid in Mortierella alpina has been made. In this review, we
summarized the prophase work briefly. Mainly, we discussed the biosynthesis pathway of arachidonic acid, the key enzymes, the
construction of transformation system and the genetic modification. In addition, the prospect of microorganism arachidonic acid
production is put forward.
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PIZ ARG, SiHCaniE 1 7R, ARA MY
SEHURZH SN A 25 K 18 73 5 [ I L TS AR
PSR R A A T RAT AR WY B
AR B Z R BE D), DR i B2
Pt dh S5 AU AT 22 W

H,C OH

1 ARA =X
Fig. 1 The structural formula of ARA.

B WL #E 5 Mortierella alpina 0N\ R EwER
ARA A7 Hitk, BHA ARA 7 i H PUFAs 414
GRS N, IR L., BEr, FH M. alpina K
A7 ARA BIWFSE FEAETPIE R E T | BB ie
A OGBS J7 T o T AE R, AR SEI = AR A M M. alpina
KA ARA JrHETF 7058, BFos TAE 24
R R IA R T SRR A ARE TS
AL G, AERFS R R B, R ARA
BB IDTIR B A I3 & AR, X ) T A P A
427 ARA BRI ARSI, R AL GE ) B4 TR
AR ANFEAS T DL B B ) 55, & JC 1k X ARA
B AR R AT A EE X RY A 1] 4 T 45 T 2
Wiz, FHEEE TRREORXT ARA J7ARH M.
alpina FATIAEUE , AT LLE MR H ARA &7 H kK,
KRB PE = ARA KA 77K o A SC ] 2R
TR HCE Y K EER A T ARA BT, 5 &
W TAYA S ARA A&7 b i SC SR DL KR
BN TR ARXS ARA A 77 W bR IE 7 is A% 20 1Y
W, RARKREGEHRHTRE, JHEH TX 0t
GE A K T BE AT 5T 7 17

1 ARAFAHFT®HE

W & B e ARA SRR, RS —RREIR
B A PR bR 2 ARA R AR PRI G, PRI,
XA PR AT AR T SRR E ARA REEKFIY
HETAE, 1987 4E, Totani il Oba” & H M. alpina
MFSE TR, ARA BRI B IR IS G 7 AR &
68.5%~78.8% . 1996 4F, Eroshin Z:18V% Wik 055
XFREFRIE T LK AR U, R & 2K i iR

(3 FE BE BRIE LT L T 77 ARA MIHE%E, ARA
Frit 40% . 1997 4F, Chen ZUE 10 TR
TR —#RIm s ARA ik 42.4% B HEBR M.
alpina Wuji-H4, 2002 4F, Yuan ZUOF) FH & i
ANEYIHEARNT M. alpina SEATHEAE , 7 B85 5 7= B Ak
Lio-Nig, JFHEAT T 50 t ERREAL, ARA j=h&N
5.11 g/L. 2004 4F, Sakuradani % !'"FH 3V i 3 K
(MNNG) 48 M. alpina 1S-4 53] T o-3 i S G
PERR A 9750k Y11, H ARA P25\ 3.74 g/L 4255
BT 497 g/L, ARELIEE ARA A WKk M. alpina
ME- 11> PUR I FIA R & R R B, A28 O ik
RAFIY o T DA RR IR T v [ A s 3R W DR 0
155 R . CCTCCM207067 ., %f B A4 SCHkIR &
ARA RS MR EAT T S beag  th 3k 1 AT,
AR S I6 7S T PR e 1) TR R M alpina ME-1 B ARA K %
KB AL TR 4RSI

F1 TREEKLZEF ARA KF
Table 1 The fermentation level of ARA production by
various microorganisms

ARA yield,

Microorganism cultivation period Scale Reference
M. alpina Wuji-H4 39¢gL,5d 250 mL flask [9]
M. alpina l49-Nig 5.11¢g/L,10d 50 t fermentor [10]
M. alpina 1S-4 13¢g/L,10d 10 t fermentor [14]
M. alpina ATCC 32222 11.1 g/L, 11d 250 mL flask [15]
M. alpina ATCC 32221 11g/L,16d 500 L fermentor ~ [16]
M. alpina UW-1 55¢g/L,6d 20 L fermentor [17]
M. alpina LPM 301 45¢g/L,8d 30 L fermentor [18]
M. alpina DSA-12 18.8¢g/L,125d 12 L fermentor [19]
M. alpina ME-1 19.8¢g/L,7d 5 L fermentor [12]

2 ARA KEERAE

ARA 7 i FEZ AR A Y R S e AT
fEH ARA 1 & w5 I Z B H 29, e AT B2 24
FLERBE AN 57 3 B 4L RN K T 255 I R R
R T AR BR A PR AR AT AR R SR FE ) ARA i
g, WG R SRR KW T 28405, AR
AR RS R ARA Fi,

R BT R, B35 L0 4R AS R Wi A 7 8K
R, WM B2 RIEA, A 2208 2 5 3]
MY B, PR R L K SRS . BEREA
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GO PFOIE SR A . AR CN L. LR YR
I R 1 S 0 25 PR 3R R 2> R T 22 T 25 » Koike
220 3 C/N R 15~20 B, B4R E0H AT
ARA R ER . EExisEgR i, E NI B
E 29847 T KEHFSE . Higashiyama 25258 T 6
BLERXT M. alpina B 22IEZSH ARA P EESEIR , 7R
I—E THLE AL B =56, ARA 73K 9.8 g/L.
Peng 55 A B 160 AT 4K M. alpina ME-1 /£
77 ARA BiFR 5y, AWk 36.86 g/L, ARA T~
ik 9.65 g/L. YTERE IR PSS AL LL AP IR Y) BT
ARA i g3 Bl — 45 . Singh B &
B, N0 EE TR RO A v vT LA R AR e A ) A R
ARA /=, ARA Fmik 11.1 g/L.

HHT, ARA KRBT ZOAMB 5T 2 S}
YR R R LR A L B P B BRI
P4 07 R IT . Hwang 25U 58 1o 4 MRHAS I A 2800
JJH NH,OH 755 pH {8, WA T H {25 1 4 £%,ARA
& ERER 18.8 g/L. A M. alpina %A=
ARA A4 AR A SRR R 2 AN BB, TR R
S BCR AR EA T ZNA R T ARA [P
2, Jin FPRHMEGEA T 2T, 2 ARA
PR 19.02 g/L, JBfE5 T 20 1.55 f5. ARA K
P it A TP U — BRI R 38 AEAMRHAE 7= i B g
P A R A ARAS A TR o BRI RIRS, SRR
T SR B TR AR AE A ik (RO
AH T 2R B R WL 7 i B, DR T 5000 0 4t 4
T o EE Jin AEUHH 2 B0 1R B A
RIS ARA J7 1, KBS d IS H ARG, 2
FOEAE, BT RBEREN . ES 5 KA 7 X
SN 3% 2% L BE, ARA F7hEEN 19.8 g/L,
R FNH FA S K T . Peng SR IE 7Skt A A
AR B R B P R (DO), 38 i TE R R
FEEPWINIE 75k, RBERREARE (Ka)
1 DO (EAB R K &, et ARA F= ik #) 15.9 g/L,
Ll B — 1 PR o B A o R WEvE A 5 T 28.9%

IR D) TRH A, Bl ARA AE 7= bk
AR E . KBS FREME R T 2 ML k&
P ik AR 0 SE IR SRR | B2 ARA B B BETG 3
—E MR AR (R, XS ERE T BORR
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AEM ARA & MU AR S TR2 A48 3 A W2, NI
HE— LR IFE SR ARA 7,

3 ARA &R KRB KT 1 Rk

M 20 HEZAKRFF IR, HAS . SR SE I T xR H
FEMBE YA = PUFAs IIBIFSE . 124 Rk, & E
FNRERH M. alpina K 7= ARA HLEL 7 1 B HF
REZFAWR, JoLLHAZHRY: Shimizu H4%Z
S % R S E AR M. alpina 1S-4 K%
FEEARMAIR TR iR A2 . SCRE L) N TRE
PG RS T T AR R R B,

AR S b R B, C18 JRITR R
R, UHEMIER (C18:0) FIMAR (C18:1) Y
FREE, FEERA ARA 5 AR T E S S
BAR, BEIRT ARA 194G SR, X2 B ATH I
AR EET ARA IR BRI 38 HI % 50 10 K 1
TRTFBOF AN RE R s e L Fax sl i, P,
X ARA LEW) 6 B ARSHE AR AT 40T, IE 3K
S ul F ALy T R TF AT, A SESELE & ARA
A3 B 1) v R
3.1 ARA SR HIXHEEs
3.1.1  ARA B MR TR LR IS

TR RS S PUFAs 9fRHEHAR I 2 fr
7~ o PUFAs £ P MIER (Oleic acid, OA) JF
UG, A12 B 7R I SR AL T R T O IR o I
P2 23 IO RR R I T A ) 5, 72 A6 I I 1R J3E S il
ETIE N y-ERRR (GLA). GLA FERREE 28K i {1k
T, A WA -y-TRRR (DGLA), SRJG 2 AS N8 iR
it AL, KF DGLA % 5 fifk R 1 b i U5 4
AL, ARA, P PUFAs & &2, BRI
Tl I (Desaturase) . Bk fif € K B (Elongase) Fll
NADH-Z il (43 bs if iS5 HEAR e ARA A B
AR B

KA LR B Iy J2 PUFAs A= W5 i %
g R AL BR Rl b 45 TR 22 B BF AT AR e B A
ity 35 AL 1) e e 5 ik B L 2 kSR A 9 55y
Fl 20 22 90 4EAX%), Shimizu #2152 50 % 5t T 44
JETF O T i A0 AN g~ M B ) TS . B, AS
i 7 A S AR AT EO L A2 B M R R TR RS A6 B
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Jiiy P e R il 2 A8 AR R 1 T R 72— BB O, F
HARAT 1 AH D B e Y T AR AR S 7 . X LERIEST
A EIHT PUFAs B4 U2 B0E T IR SL I KLl

SR I REFE AR, AN T IE ARA & it 72
PR AT . 2000 4F, Wynn ZEPNESCRREE 4E K il
HEAL GLA & M DGLA /472 ARA & niid & v i Bk
R 2005 4, Takeno Z5:PHE— 25 2T /K S B3IE
SN JE M. alpina & B ARA G H RO FR A5 BE

PRI , 0] i e S A< il 3 77 66 PR R T AR O 42
ARA JP i [ — A BOR TR o ANTe I A R R A
ARV E WP BRI BREUE IR, XA 2 5

NADH-ZHMl (45 bs i J5# (CbR) Ak vy 7145k ik
—itsr, Z5ZRBER N, Hrta & s e
TRAH T A (9 23000 R A RSB R P, R, ax
UL PUFAs & i 72 P ) — A SCHERE . 1999 4F
Sakuradani Z:CY M. alpina F 85 5015 3] CbR AY
Gty , I 8 X R Bz R R 8] H AR
TR (ANERE B2 RE Saccharomyces cerevisiae) W) CbR
FE S, IF H X M. alpina CoR #4744k, 4l
fLJ5 ) CoR 5 NADPH ALt , % {ji#% NADH 1F4 43
HLFMA . BfAE SCHERG T AT AR TIR A, il 2
R R, R A M. alpina 5 ARA {8

MURGEER 2 ARA & HURR TP AT BB CHERE . 0 BIRRC A LLEIE M S R AR
Glucose
C16:0 —> C18:0
(Palmitic acid) (Stearic acid)
C18:1n-9 —> C18:2n-6 — > Cl18:3n-3
(Oleic acid) (Linoleic acid) a-Linolenic acid
R CORE -
C1Q.2n_& S,
"""""" C18:4n-3
(y-Linolenic acid)
<o (BL2 ) v > l
20306 C20:4n-3
(Dihomo-y-Linolenic acid)
| e (Y |
\] Nl \
C20:4n-6 C20:5n-3

(Arachidonic acid)

2 PUFAs £ ¥ & B iEHE R

(Eicosapentaenoic acid)

Fig. 2 Pathways for the biosynthesis of PUFAs in microorganism. AN: AN desaturase; EL: fatty acid elongase.

3.1.2 KRN EF 7974

PEEEAE | TF5E AR ARA B i 42 v i G Hit g
AT TR RGBS TAE, TR R T MR
UMt T — 250 330 B S il 11 i PR A A B
= MR R R P S B T R IA . 2001 4, X
SED20% M. alpina ATCC16266 BRI A6 IS 115 2 it
S T B R RIS, y- S RRIRR 5 i o IR U R
)ik 3] 31.6% o 1%L FERRIEG B BE IR R b 3Rk
TR E MG K 2004 4, 2RI 7R 4530 45 4
ST A6 JE I TR Mt Sl A EE AR I B P FAR R R S
BT M. alpina A6 JE iR N 20 A 5 o 9 B P it 22
K, B2 y-WRIR & it o5 SR TR 1 16.26% - 2006
4E, Chen 2504 185 AS . A6 i A0 I R B 9E K

fifg B RIAE R G A Frpiff ATk, fER G 2T
GLA. — 1k 4 (EDA). DGLA #l ARA, &+
TR ST, RN A D AR A AR AR
FF 5 i PUFAs BN AT RE
3.2 M. alpina BERIER S

X ARA AW AR I 8 A R G Bl 1) B 5
TERILH TR F AT B R4 . FlE AT F
ARA WG O RETE 4 17K B RIAIRZ 2 TN
W, RIS TR T Bkt ARA A7 bR LU =
ARA &K H 2532 B0 N LBk, 8 T
R TIEE R TR, Wl A B By R Y 545 5%
LR GRS &M, BT, MIRARC RN EZE
P LB L& AL RGeS B G RER TR F hr
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T A IR BEE 1 10 S 0 Al

2000 4, Mackenzie VR AL T M. alpina
CBS 22437 WAL R G0, W T pD4 2k, &%
FARLLEIR his H4.1p Hija 3+, BIEMEIFEER B
PUPESEIA hpt (mod) AARICHEN, RH PEG /LR
PRI S0 5 5 U MR 80K S AT A, A
RYUPEIF eS8 EA4 T, 2004 4F, Takeno %P6
EEXT M. alpina 1S-4 TRARPU R 2 AUPEAR , B 56 HH
PEAE MNNG X G Fh i 47175 728 07 16 3 DR 185 g 5 o
Wk, BEIERHIRG MR A 2 MO EE,
7L R % e R B SR 6 B B (OPRTase) LYK 7
BRI R BE (OMPdecase), ura5 Fll ura3 FH 435
4it% OPRTase il OMPdecase. i 31 Xt b 437 ke i #£4
PRI k-5 500 T R sk PR TS 1 A8 4k, IE S PR W E
BRFA TR AR B = OPRTase, [l 73 2345 5] ura5 KM .
SRIGTE pD4 ZARIY BRI I, #E37 T L) wraS HEH ik
FEMESL Y pDuras 24K, ZARLLFIE his H4.1p
YERRIE BT . uras FER PRICEEH . SR 2200 &
W trpCt AFE 2k il BRI ES A
M. alpina 18-4 i, RIS EA T 2009 4F,
Ando ZEPSHy T M. alpina 1S-4 PRI AT 2 AL
ARG BHAMRGHACTT BRI A 2,
AR ] pDuras £k, X B AR,
HARTS B Ak 1A 22 53 248008 Pk Fo ok 28 i 1
o HJE Shimizu 225550 % 4 HE 10 5% 1k R G #R T
B Ve BRE AR, BUBIMERS TAE Sy . TAER R
MR, I H 7 B A KR il
FRARAF G o g 1A DRI S TR R, b T A b 4 A
(K] M. alpina 1S-4 $540 258 8 15 EAT 55 . 2005
4, Takeno %Pl SCHIOUE , RIVR LM FOLEE R
(20 mg/mL) XF M. alpina 1S-4 B 224 KA MHIVEH .
2009 4F, Ando ZEMONESZ, 100 pg/mL ZE45 R AESE 4
Wi M. alpina 1S-4 W22 K AEF8 % . Bk, 4
ST 2 LS TR A 1 20 B B B Y e T &R
8, BRI zeo N sdh B FF APLIERR , X 2
Fofr 7 AL 1 2R 5 )AL S (A5 R PR AR R 2 A7
3.3 M. alpina i#1EHE

AR ARG WL, R SE M
alpina #F— 5 PUFAs KK FBEE T RAl, —

Journals.im.ac.cn

SO FREE HT ARA TR AR Y 3 PR B 1 B 4 57 7 X
SeRE L RS0 b SRR TR F AP AT DL 1) JE b AR
YR K, HET, W TRFBRE S M
alpina =) & 18 ARA K1) 27 AT - BED R |
RNA T4 DL St i Rk AR

Sakuradani 25245 AR TR R AR A12 BRI
iR Mo TG R 2875 Bk M. alpina JT-180, HNSi%
GEAR BRI AS T A6 i I R S i P L R
WK o A AL2 i i TR O Al 1 B PR 7 2 A Bk
M. alpina JT-180 it ik, TEMFREEFRFMET,
ARA JP i LR R AR IR 5 66.7% , TE SRR iy
Ao EBIEET 18%. 2005 4F, Takeno ZPY7E
pDura5 #{K %8 GLELO FEIN (Zaft g iR 4k K
EL2), JFuiE A B @k, L4k GLA M)
DGLA 4k, It ARA (7= A5 2] T KRR & .
RS FR AT, ARA 7 LR AR B MRS & T3 1
5 o T G T R ZE K iy EL1 SEAE M. alpina 1S-4 it
ik, WAt ARA & B FIf HAE S ARA 7~
BB A B L A Y 5 R IR X M. alpina G ARA
HEEREN, JT M. alpina 3K R
58, HeBh TGS B T ARA A AR S LER s i
AT

ARSI 2= KA LK A K VR 7 T 6 ARA
M)A AT, JF BB T — 2 W i o il i Xt
Bi R MR B AL, ARA A= B 2k 5 i
S o B R R AT, RATARBL C18
NRWIMR T 4> & RE L ARA TS, HE sy
Z . PRz, ARSE I — I R AL TR
T HIAESE , X ARA AR 7= TR AR 1) 5 26 7 ot 2R 47 04
1, WNIRZ RIS ARA EW4 R R, Sk
#E— R ARA 7 HE

4 EZ

BE & X UE W) R IR AE S ARA — R A1 SCHEE
[] R i e, ARA B R IASE a7l Ak . ARA &
WA P, AT B AR AL RIR (5%~10%) .
ARSI (7~12 d) Rk g ik A e LA 42 o S5 ) i,
X FEIEH T ARA AW BALEI 502 2%, W
MR ARA 1A W S 20 Z2 0B SO
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LG R BRI (s 3R 3004k . ¥4 . pH
PAFEAE) TN ARA A BT R PERY L 2 1] Y
P MIERERL2E R LA, T ARA PAERZ N
ARG, X s % S AR T il LU SR A
R MR M 2% RS, Bk BRI E B
PELA R ARG SENE . 1991 4F, Bailey #U%AE Science
EEFRICEN wRpEne i TR TR, bRk
R TR B =B e A . S a2 . BT
TR SR I B B 18 L B R B 9 R o Bl A A
R — DDA DI TF-BE . L, X ARA &Rt
FRAT WL FH S8 A ARG TR 1 6 34 g I TR )
KT RGN AT ST, AR AR 2 B A R
FEH L SIS TR T AR, A2 RN 4%
PEEE 0 SRl 1 S D R A 7 5 R AR A K 22 T Y
7, LIMIIKE] ARA = ikk.

PAF—HRMRIE R A P bR ARA RTEZE
PR FEEN MRS, AR SR TR
AR B R R AT e RE A — A R B 4 i R KO
R AT 5 O B BRI, BE B AL ARA 5
7B RR A E BON A IE S AR AL T
R Z R A TSR L R T EY &
FREEAR , BETRA BNFE S8 KF RN R /KO X R E T
WE, MR GRS OCERXT S, I, 7EARK
ORISR, B R L & AR B —Fi s
B T B b ok Tl AR AR =M i 2 R R 55 o
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