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Abstract: Clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR)/CRISPR-associated proteins (Cas) system is
a hotspot of gene editing and gene expression research, in which CRISPR/Cas13 system provides a new direction for RNA
interference and editing. In this study, we designed and synthesized the corresponding gRNAs of CRISPR/Casl3a and
CRISPR/Cas13b systems in non-homologous end joining (NHEJ) pathway, such as Ku70 and Lig4, and then detected the
expression of ku70 and ligd in HEK293T cells. The CRISPR/Casl3a system could efficiently knockdown the mRNA
expression of ku70 and lig4d more than 50%, and CRISPR/Cas13b system also suppressed ku70 and lig4 about 92% and 76%,
respectively. Also, CRISPR/Casl13a, b systems could down-regulate Ku70 and Lig4 proteins level to 68% and 53%,
respectively. The study demonstrates that the CRISPR/Cas13 system could effectively knockdown the expression of RNA and

protein in HEK293T cells, providing a new strategy for gene function and regulation research.
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CRISPR/Cas & 4t /2 4 i F 4 1 5 7 B 1) —
T KA R S8, £ H T B 14 ok ey
W s A i A, Horh 1T CRISPR/Cas9 2 55 REXT
FER4] DNA SCElkstgnts, HrrE g Z A
FAMpE 77 R B2 AU B R RO R I — A
AU # 5] RNA B9 CRISPR %11 Casl3, B &
R TR ANET A RNA S ERE R )y
. Casl3 J& T 2 2 VIR CIRSPR #£BEEE K,
ZEAHAIL L 4 BV R, 4050 Casl3a (H
FRfF C2c2). Casl3b. Casl3c Fl Cas13d®, 5
CRISPR/Cas9 Z5{l, VI%! CRISPR R&&H—4
RO H R Casl3 &1, B CRISPR RNA
(crRNA) Z5 & EIE i —1> crRNA 5] 5[ RNA
WA BE BRT, BrR B Casl3 HE 1Y
B RARR PR, H—, F%
HT pre-crRNA BT, AFMFVIRTILEESY
IR H—, A S B R AL R A
2t ¥y % (Higher eukarytoes and prokaryotes
nucleotide-binding domain, HEPN) #2ft, 257

TR PBEMINSE RNA BCHE. 546, BRT
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Casl3 HHAN, o VIBI RS A HIMIME &
H, XLEHEIELT, (HEATE TG
3 RO IV -B A VI-C £ 45 Bk = 3 1 1k i 1] casl
Al cas2, ULEAEATAT BERFH ] — 5L KT 4 9 A9 oA
Cas i SUARBGE WA, s KARIEN A, K
P B AR IORT 4 I R TR B 7 41 o 45l s, Cas13b
FETEFFE A VI-B1 FIVI-B2, HHVI-B1 244
A —DEIM T EAE Csx28, B Gk —Ffi/)s
B, R/ NE P —MBUE ) 15 5 e 358 (2R A
FHK) FI—ANEHU HEPN Z5ts; VI-B2 R4
WA — DA IF R EHE Cosx27, BE4mis—Fh
15 3-4 AN AT Y s B s Fy 3k . VI-D RGEHA
/N Casl3 &5 H, HHEW — 5P R
S KM WYL 55t m & . kRS = AR
P& Cas13 45 A #E [7) RNA PR, 533801 & 140
il RNA [J CRISPR/Cas13a. b Z%:®, s@iliit
28/30 nt /1 RNA F.4MF41, AT DLSEIRE S D)
1 RNA FEERE D H R FIASE R RNAS BF5E
XKW, BT EWIE Leptotrichia wadeii fY
LwaCas13a HA 50%7: 45 i RNA sk EE, sk

B<: cjb@im.ac.cn



1416 ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q A4 T #£244f  Chin J Biotech

J5 T8 (Prevotella sp. P5-125) i PspCas13b
FEE K R BT A 24k HAA 90%-95%F) RNA
MK OB, A XL G5 RNA T4 (RNA
interference, RNAIi) $i R, CRISPR/Cas13 %4 H.
AT 16 T — 4 A A £ i R B A T
CRISPR/Cas9 % DNA Ziff T.H., RNA 7K1 4
TR SR AR R AL SR ZH DNA #AERT S|
VR AR, P FRDIG L Sk e TR 4 2 ) M R
R IR TT Rt T Z R mT B £ 1 s T B
AR T A SE & B RNA T3 NHEJ ¢
[ Ku70, Ku80. PNKP. Lig4 %] i 42 = 4%
J AR R £T 4 4 g 1 TR R A2 [ & %2 (Homology-
directed repair, HDR) %(%"* " [Ei} CRISPR
T Ku70 F1 Ku80 [FIFE RS i 2 $2 = HDR
BRI, ABIFS 248 ) CRISPR/Casl3a.,
b G4 Sk mi HEK293T 40 ku70 F1 ligd %t
R ik, M HDR R —Ffpr 1y Sk s,
CRISPR/Cas13 & [ it s f ik 2 5

1 MREFE

1.1 ##

Casl3a A% (#91906 F1#91924), Casl3b &
4t (#103854 f1#103862) Fll mCherry2-C1 J5iki (#
54563) RT3 [E Addgene, HEK293T iy H 3¢
] B 7 A= ) ORGP0 (#ATCC ACS-4500) .

1.2 Casl3a. b REHE

FHX%F A ku70 (GenelD: 2547) #0 lig4 (GenelD:
3981) 2 ~3EH Y CDS J3 41 43 3l i 1% Lz i gRNA
(& 1 F1% 2), ML AN EERERBEARA
A& gRNA oligo 5%, =% Thermo Fisher
Scientific ) Fast Digest Bpi I i B 45 £k 1% 1k
Casl3a. b 1 U6 uki. ¥ Fik& oI ¥R K5
SR U6 iR 16 Cad ks, TR R I
TaKaRa T4 DNA Ligase (#2011A) 68 1% 4%
I PRAR DNA AL KT Escherichia coli
DH5a Bz A4, JFRIZL IR, 6 2 XK
KIEF R AT YE (AmpR) #E1T Sanger Il ¥
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MFE5[#25 U6 (human): CCGTAACTTGAAAGT
ATTTCG, HIU )7 IE 8 0 AR AN 5 RAU
JEk 100 pg/mL 19 LA B33t K535, IFH
Omega bio-tek /A w] ) Endo-Free Plasmid Mini Kit
II (#D6950) 47 ki Ee 4, b 5 42 HEK293T
2 L 2 e A 75

% 1 Casl3a #0 Casl3b #[5 ku70 B9 gRNA F75

Table 1 Casl3a and Casl3b target gRNA sequence
of ku70

System  Items Sequence (5'-3")
Casl3a g1 GCCTCCAAGGCTATGTTTGAATCTC
AGA
g2 GAGCATCCAGTGTATCCAAAGTGTG
TAC
g3 GATCTCTTGGCTGTGGTGTTCTATG
GTA
Casl3b g1 GAATATTTATAGTCTCCACTTGCTTC
AAGG
g2 ATCAAACTATCTCTTCCTGAATATTT
ATAG
g3 GAGATTCAAACATAGCCTTGGAGG
CATCAA
g4 GTCAAAAGGTGTCAACTCATCTTC
ACTCTG
g5 GTACACACTTTGGATACACTGGATG
CTCAT
g6 GAGATCTCGATCACTGCTTATGATC
TTACT

% 2 Casl3a 0 Casl13b #E[q) ligd &Y gRNA 571
Table 2 Casl3a and Casl3b target gRNA sequence
of lig4

System  Items Sequence (5'-3")
Casl3a g1 GATCTGGAAAAAGTCTGTAGGCAA
CTGC
g2 GATCCTTCTGTAGGACTCAGTGATA
TTT
g3 GCAACTGCATGATCCTTCTGTAGG
ACTC
Casl3b g1 GATCTGTAGTGACATTATGCAACTC
AGCAG
g2 GTCCTACAGAAGGATCATGCAGTT
GCCTAC
g3 GATAGAAATATCACTGAGTCCTAC
AGAAGG
g4 GCAGCTAGCATTGGTTTAAATGCA
GAAAAT
g5 GAGTCCTACAGAAGGATCATGCAG
TTGCCT
g6 GCAATAGCAGCTAGCATTGGTTTA
AATGCA
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1.3 HpERSER

W5 T R ARAE B9 HEK293T 78 37 “C/KIAH Hh bk
AR, MREIAIIZ 600xg, 5 min B 5, flf
% 10% FBS (Gibco) #11% Anti-Anti (Invitrogen)
) DMEM (Invitrogen) A& 1< 5% 57 3k & 8 41 il I ik
Tr¥sge, Big&k 37 'C. 5% CO,. 44K
% 90%Ihf, FH PBS JEUE 2 i, BfJSINAGE S
Trypsin/EDTA (0.05%, Gibco) i1k 1-2 min, #F
i 5E A W5 A AR KRS SR FL 2 E [ B, 600%g
B0 5 min J5, AR A 3 57 i E R A i O 4 Aol
ZH AN S RS SR L Ak SRy 5%
1.4 SERREHEEE PCR i Casl3a. b &4
¥ mRNA B FHHHR

24 HEK293T 4HfiC& Bk %] 70%-90%HH
%2 Thermo Fisher Scientific 2 7] 1) Lipofectamine
3000 Reagent i BH 55 Y2 fifL . LA 24 FLAR R ],
%L+ 500 ng Cas13a. b JFiki 43 %I #1 500 ng Al
) UB-gRNA H:Ge gL s Ziiffu v, 564 48 h J5, il
RN RNA, 28 S5 5 e 6 20 il cDNA #5747 52
PG E R PCR, & ku70 F1 ligd i RNA kK
-, PEtiE R PCR 51 L 3.

1.5 Casl3a. b RFERIEEEYE

h T UEE Casl3a. b RGINE YRR, KA
[ iy Cas13a.b 2 4: (fudf Cas13 JiikiHl U6-gRNA
kL) 4351 1E mCherry2-C1 Jii ki 244 HEK293T 4
JL, Sk A4 500 ng/fL, ABE iR —
H. FranfEstye 48 h J5, MHARXQEAR (BD
accuri C6 plus) KMl E40 i b 7], BN FL3,

*3 EHXAEEPCRIIMER
Table 3 The primer sequences for g°PCR

ZLIGCAND L ] [A) 4 F Bt Cas13 R GE e e %

1.6 Western blotting #: B 9 EE R EBKF

W FaRFL YL 48 h 4] PBS i VE 2 5
{1 FH1 28 2= K% Western & 1P 40 24/ (#P0013)
SUE AN, B SR % I AL IS kR S
FAE 100 “C/K & 5-10 min. f#i] BCA i&illsE
T AU /8T SDS-PAGE F A B85 A1 BN 20 g
() 2E I REA EAREZE 129%11) SDS-PAGE #EiEfLH,
70 V HL 7k 30 min, 90 V Hiyk 1-2 h. i F] iBlot 2 Gel
Transfer Device &% (Invitrogen) BfE F S50 s
%2 PVDF i I, 5%BARUI A 2 h )5, 4 C
SHME 12 000 KU70 (Proteintech, #10723-1-
AP) RZ iR 1:2 000 LIG4 (Abcam,
#ab193353) AL FEHLIRM 1 2 000 B-Actin
(Cell signaling, #4970S) P sifEdiik, TBST
PRI 3 Yk, TBS UMK 1 k)5, =R E ILFEdiR
19G 1-2 h, Ff4& BRI kv, B veir iz
It B0 BT UVP B0 B s g, ks
ImageJ 1.52a (National Institutes of Health, USA)
BRPFEAT R B A 0T s AR R A
Z NS KEMEETH— b2 3 ., A
GraphPad Prism 8.0 444 19— fk 4b 22 11 %k 4
(HS
1.7 Fitsa

FEH mRNA Rk | B QbR ol F 4 R
fdi JH IBM SPSS Statistics 20 #7120 [N R XS )5 2
StT. AR X4s Rk, 35K R P<0.05
1 P<0.01 (1) 2 3 K.

Primer name CCDS IDs Primer sequence (5'-3") Size (bp)
RTQ-hKu70-F 14 021 GAAGAAGCAGAGGAAGAACAAGAAG 116
RTQ-hKu70-R TACCATAGAACACCACAGCCAAG
RTQ-hLig4-F 9 508 TTCATAATGATGCTGCTGAGTTGC 165
RTQ-hLig4-R CCTTCTCAATGTGCTCAATATCTGC
RTQ-hActbh-F 5341 TCGTGCGTGACATTAAGGAGAAG 176
RTQ-hActb-R GAAGGAAGGCTGGAAGAGTGC

&: 010-64807509
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2 ER5AW

2.1 Casl3a. b R%HE

BE A gRNA B k)55 Bpi T B2k
1k U6 FUkiifriEds. My KGR
Sanger MY, MIFLEE (B 1) fFEHH.

2.2 Casl3a.b Z4Exf ku70 #0 ligd EE mRNA
v SR

BIX%F ku70 #0 ligd FEP, FAT153704 Casl3a
Z 4 %11 3% gRNA, Cas13b & 4t ik it 6 % gRNA,
# Casl3a. b RGuILELY HEK293T 4iiffd, 48 h
JE 26 5 PCR W/~ , rfi Casl3a. b REMA
[i] gRNA X ku70 mRNA {3k K2 8t i
TR L (P<0.01), H Casl3a-g2 %} ku70
) Rt Bk 355 SR T LA 3k #1) 56%, Cas13b-g5 X ku70 i
BB Bk 92% (8] 2A). Ak, TEXT ligs FE
BT F, {UA Casl3b-g2 Fil g5 IR i 2 11 il
WRCR, A REE] T0%H 76% Y A s K - (K
2B), H:A4Un Casl3a-g3 il Cas13b-g4 N HAT 45K
1) RNA @ % (P<0.1).

2.3 Casl3a. b AGEELMEITH
BrILhE Casl3 RS JEFkL mCherry2-C1

# HEK293T 4H i ffl PBS 75Uk 2 ¥k, RNk
A faa)
=
£ 150 : m Casl3a
s = Casl3b
] i
5 10+ i
= :
[=] H
= T ok § 4
2 05f e an A
-~
: ﬂﬂﬂﬂ**ﬂ
2
F 003 - L
2 S \@e}q@éi‘é?@
(JOQ CO\

B 2 Casl3a. b X ku70 #0 ligd EE mRNA K FEBIZNE (A:

B: Casl3a. b R4 ligd Z£E mRNA 7K B 52 0)

I, PBS HAEE, (A A AR K 21
MLl k3 Frn, ZLEAS A IRy
YR EL Y 65.7%—-71.0%, Bl 3 %f Casl3a [ gRNA
H1 6 %} Cas13b ) gRNA H R L B £ 5.

2.4 Casl3a. b &%xF Ku70 #0 Ligd ERKF
Y =2 N

¥ Casl3a. b R4 Y« HEK293T 4iifis, 48 h
J& 2335 A5, 1T Western blotting 5256 . i 7

Imaged B AFortT, 45Kk, Casl3a-g2. g3 #il

o J
Cas 1 3a—Ku70 g3

NN ﬂ/\ o LL_

)
Caql3a—L1g4 g3

[ 60

AMANANAA AR A,\

{h' u ¢ T4 6 66

bl m A/\

Ca&l 3b-l 1g4 }33

1 Casl3a. b RGEEMFRFLNF

Fig. 1 Reconstituted plasmid sequencing of the Casl3
system using U6 primer. We only listed representative
sequencing results.

B 0

B

=20 - = Casl3a

< = Cas13b

T L

z 15t

g

z 1.0t

&

= *

{) 05 B H ’ H**

1

2 0.0 ﬁ ﬁ

g2 Sodd SodeedE
& ¢S

Casl3a. b Z24ExF ku70 ZEE mRNA KFEB S 0E;

Fig. 2 Effect of Casl13a, b on mRNA levels of NHEJ repair factors. (A) Effect of Cas13a, b on mRNA levels of ku70.
(B) Effect of Casl3a, b on mRNA levels of lig4. Control indicates no transfection of gRNA group. Data is shown as
X s, n=3 (one-way ANOVA). * and ** represent P<0.05 and P<0.01, respectively.
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Blank Casl3a Casl3b

68.2% 67.8%

102 10*  10°
mCherry >
B.. C.
& 100F ; = Casl3a 2 100r ; m Casl3a
2 _ : 0 Casl3b .2 : 0 Casl3b
£ E 2 g8 :
o S 60F E = 3, 60F E
S = ! S = :
5= 40 : 5 s 40r ;
o ' '
Z 7 0p : Z7 20r 5
g : g :
= 0 = 0
STLELOIETLe ST LOIVTEE
e S e o

B 3 Casl3a. b RHEELEMEFIT(E (A: mCherry ¥ #IE Casl3a. b RFEMFRANMAEE; B: Casl3a. b &4
F# ku70 B9EEL4E; C: Casl3a. b RFETH ligd YR R)

Fig. 3 Evaluation of transfection efficiency for Casl13a, b system. (A) Corrected flow cytometry with mCherry. (B)
Transfection efficiency that Casl3a, b systems interfere ku70. (C) Transfection efficiency that Casl3a, b systems
interfere lig4. Blank represents no transfection group. Control indicates no transfection of gRNA group. Data is shown
as X*s,n=3 (one-way ANOVA).

Cas13b-g2. g4-g6 MIAEH Ku70 EF1#AAKFT  Casl3a-g2 ShHA gRNA BIREN: Ligd & (1KY T
& 20%LA |, Hrf Casl3a-g3 i Casl3b-g2 7E4 ¥4 20%LA |-, Hr Casl3a-g3 Fi Casl3b-g4 74
[ R SR AT RORR FIRAES, S IRESH KuT0 (RSP FATROCHY FIAE ST, SM5IREAEHS Ligd
FEHRETHE 74%F0 68% (& 4A). AL, B FEAKFETFIHE 73%7H1 53% (K 4B).

A Casl3a Casl3b B Casl3a Cas13b
TP S0P HEL S Ty e Ty e

Ly P— I e e ————

e =

< , m Casl3a
1.3 ; O Casl3b

= (Casl3a
o Casl3b

-
o
=

o
9

0.5

Protein expression
level of ku70
Protein expression
level of Lig4

0.0 0.0

Bl 4 Casl3a. b 3 Ku70 #0 Ligd EAKTFRIZENE (A: Casl3a. b X Ku70 EBKFEHSNE; B: Caslla. b ¥t
Ligd ERKTFRIFNE)

Fig. 4 Effect of Casl3a, b on protein level of Ku70 and Lig 4. (A) Effect of Cas13a, b on protein level of Ku70. (B)
Effect of Casl3a, b on protein level of Lig4. The histogram was expressed as the relative expression of the target
protein/B-actin. Data was obtained by ImageJ software. NC and control indicate no transfection of gRNA group.

&: 010-64807509 B<: cjb@im.ac.cn



1420 ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q A4 T #£244f  Chin J Biotech

3 Itk

CRIPSPR/Casl13 Z 4t & — i X HA e
RNA T RNA ik R ABF 5% 8
CRISPR/Cas13a.b R G HEME A ZUKEAIK ku70 Al ligs
(G SR ER 38K, (EAN[EY gRNA HA A
[ () B s R o B ST B, AL sh A b,
U RNA AR 204 M REAE KRR i e s AR Y
HORRCRE T Cas13 RGN H A M e RS 1k
RNA KA gRNA Sa G Sy, #mife
gRNA B35 % 2 & RNA fit A 80 i 4 LA % J& Fl
TRAE R RNA YIEIRE S s L Ku70
1 Ligd & 5050 i xrec A1 ligd JEH gwtid, AR HE
Ensembl %54 7 75, xrce6 JLKFETE 8 N st As
Hrb 6 ANREE BRI, ligd BEEEAT 54>
REA% BHIE AR IR LA, Skl 22 S AR =
B mRNA PR ER ihF RT A8 55 Y sl o ST
Casl3 M VIHIFEE, ABFITK 286 7 PCR
5| Wy #O AL WS, DU A RNA K f 728
b, W2 TREoRE R kA MTF kAR
A AR A7 05, AT RERZ IR H A 2 AR TR K
IR AT 1T gRNA B AT B sk G n] A8 55 4]
W . J34h, B4 gRNA 15 H iR 1
SRR RER 7K Sk R — 30 JRIE T RE AN -
1) JEDH IR — Moy R e AR AN 2 1w, G
LR B A W 1) B DR 38 A A B (DR A, 8 ) B s
IR . A FRIRAAE—E MY, 48 h ATREAR
JE LA A 2 SR K R B R AKE ARR— 8 M A
G G if [R) 2 B — e I A A A bR I 8, 2) 2]
AS Y] 5 R, WL RNA BRSO T 1, fi
R BE I L. T AN, R SEAMAETE R
PR s, SR 8 (R A KF . 3) B
FERl R R AR, DNA B8R HF U1 Ku70, Ligs
GAFAEAC H L, T A R I 45 1 oK 58 Bk
KT . 4) Casl3 ki K/hey 13 kb, JEHE AT
FIRZ R YRR IIE MR . 5) gRNA I [ R 57
PES IR Casl3 R xt mRNA (IR S0R, F Stk

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjbcn

B BEHSCRAR G gRNA T 25 5 ' B 7 M7 o5 X
B, HAEPR, R TR N RIRRE S . )
Fi, ku70 F1 ligd @SR AR ER T gRNA 152
M4k, Casl3 FRGEASE Y B4 U ) 16 2 52
IS R I R 2 2 — . Konermann 55 & BL7E M 7L
S A Cas13d HAT Lk Casl3a. b HHGRZN ., B
LU R T, XS4 AT B S T Cas13d
WHEE/NEAS TR, BB ER S i
SERNMMIIN , FF X0 L 0 5% S A BRI B LAY
B I 7 B

5 RNAI ML, R Casl3 R ARER G5
KERIRZE 1%L T, (HHX 8 A A w2
RNAI 97K, 5541 CRISPRI Fil NgAgoi 1%
BERLUE Ku70 I Ligd %) 40%-60%HY & [13 1k
048] S gk HUERY Casl3a. b RNk
AT T, I H&E KRB ENE. B,
CRISPR/Cas13a. b REx & H s SCRA R, £
BAET Cas AN TRE K, FHYsiumEai
KA N E s R ME. Kk, Rauch 3F A
KEAFFEEITIHFA M T CIRTS &4
(CRISPR/Cas inspired RNA targeting system)?%,
BARGANA 2.7 kb, 7RT Casl3 ARG F it
KA e BR il . b4h, Casl3 FR&ex 1 HE
1] RNA, @8 H 9 RNA FIVE AL, i8 1] FF RNA
Gk, 20IF h TR RSB ERE, ©
ANl AR 3 R 20 40 B e L EL A R e, P
EILVAIT S 1 b CRISPR/Cas9 R4t H %
4, A5 CRISPR/Casl3a. b &4t F %4t
X Ku70 Fl Ligd B 1, Gk th 7 5 A 2 Ak
R gRNA. TEANGRE LN &ET, HEEH
DR MR R St — a1 %
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