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Construction of Escherichia coli cell factories
Yong Yu, Xinna Zhu, Changhao Bi, and Xueli Zhang

Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, Chinese Academy of Science, Tianjin 300308, China

Abstract: As an important model industrial microorganism, Escherichia coli has been widely used in pharmaceutical,
chemical industry and agriculture. In the past 30 years, a variety of new strategies and techniques, including artificial
intelligence, gene editing, metabolic pathway assembly, and dynamic regulation have been used to design, construct, and
optimize E. coli cell factories, which remarkably improved the efficiency for biotechnological production of chemicals. In this
review, three key aspects for constructing E. coli cell factories, including pathway design, pathway assembly and regulation,
and optimization of global cellular performance, are summarized. The technologies that have played important roles in
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metabolic engineering of E. coli, as well as their future applications, are discussed.
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Fig. 1 30-year development of metabolic engineering in Escherichia coli.
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Fig. 2 Technology of metabolic engineering in Escherichia coli.
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B (1) X RETFE B SRR, o]
TR EAER . LR R . LA IR )
16 BUR AR A RAFTE T KRR KA A2
o XF KRBT A S AR TS s S
PR, AR B SC AL S B RSP L B R PR
IR E . PR A S, R
RARBEHLS 0] BAR™ o, 45 BAH N A KM T 12 44
MLET . (2) sl ASMEMRBER . KIS A &
WA BB R, 58 7 2R T AR R A
TR AR FE 58 B Bl i S A AR AR AR . il
e 13- ZEER AT R A T ] AT kIR
TR P B ) T -3- BRI S . T -3- R
A fil 48 i 76 11 EG AT R H v B K ) 5 7 - S
AT sl ATk B vE IR Db 2 AT I
Geobacillus stearothermophilus 175 22 i i & Y ;
LA-T ZFERMHAF A T 5T 5 MR
[7) SFe Y i M IR AL DO (3) B AR R R AEAE
BRI AR o 16 3 R P et 5 S i A 4
AREmEs T, ARHHER N R T KRER
RIRRTE, 20 & St TR KRR G s A . i,
R B R T AR R RS i . b R
Bt B A T 5 BT AL AR R s Il 3 1 2 e
G, AR A T — 5 BB A ik— (F
) it

BEE N LR RS e b BRI AT L e, Rk
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DNA 1 Brd e £ AR 2 S K W A1 TR i 12 )
R AT . A5 DNA H B % 3 s 5
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[ 2T R W T BvivE 2 A R | e AT A i =
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A, )t DNA FERERGEE R MR G . %
BRI — i Z > DNA Fr Bei IR 5 i 7 1)
L SUSNIEY O Y e LR NG ES F it - A NG RS S
AL
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[F) 5 H 40 2R G0 2 K W T T 2 D 20 4 e R
(Y JE Al o R A B e o TR B R 582 Red [R5
ARG, TORIET A EIA, 35 3 EN
Exo. Beta, Gam'!, 7Eix 3 FiE (A MIBHAE T,
SEPRANIE A B R ) U Al . L [R]UR I A AR R
e, IR AT A 2 50 bp, #RAEMRIHL, JTIZ ML
FF KGR S, 35T Red [AIFE A R
5, A AR, PRI R T IGhit
F IR A gt B, HRMALT 3. (1) %
F Flp EAMHIPLFIEEA: Flp TAMAE
i U ) o R WU A S A, S REDIBR A T
A B IR I A (Flippase recognition target,
FRT)Z A 541, 454 Red REEHARS, %k
BN A FRT 340 b 2 R 5 ok L R 41
Ry B, FETE Flp AR5 T RHibE
FE R BR o BRI B SR S TE B i BT
—B FRT 34, JHdERIR G, A2 eHmiBn
23R B N Y g B R0R . (2) FET sacB
o IE e 10, sacB 5L R G A 43 WA TR AR
RV, B Ib ROE K o w0 SR, IFHs
MG BN 5 43 F 1 0 2R M, P R I AT 1 7 A=
HIEAEN, E—M iR ic. 76 Red [FJHEH
HAGEN T T, W AHirEEEHE M sacB 3
0 R B A ik B bR, TR B A i H
7, B iedatiy A Prik LA sacB JE A Y 3L [
FB, TESA RN R R B rh G R, S )
PER WS, AT P FE R A sacB JE A A B
B IE AL T . (3) 2T CRISPR/Cas9 ) — 4[]
R4 . Cas9 #HATE gRNA /v FAEHE N S &
A BTY, KR AT T S A U T, 7R A SOt
R . Red [A]U5 E 4 R 48 7D IR Besg & ik
UL, BE WA DNA XWEE, siJ21E Cas9
EAUIET A AR EEL, ff Cas9 %KL
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X3, (Tunable intergenic region, TIGRs) SCEH;
AR o HARIE T HE ] 8] F7 91 i 28 23 0 BE PR 3R 5
FEF RS Y I, SEB T AR — MR N [
XF 22 A6 R ek v B B . X —F
AR, KIGFE R R SRR 2 AR S T
Pl ek, BRI R AR T 7 1 . 1saacs 1)
H kT 2 8 & A 4 BB R (Multiplex
automated genome engineering, MAGE), Z+4i AR
FIH Red [RlIREH R SE, #@t A MBIER A,
XF A TR ST IR R, B TSR g
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& b SEB AR R AR 3 AN LR ORI, i
R AR, HAR G A4 & T 3 4%,
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b B AU RIS 2 — o B AR RS TR A A L R
MBS EE . SCREE, (A0
YIRS, A AH G Rk i v 2 TR 2 At
PRI, RERE XS IRICHHE B, A H bR
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3 S b A T R A R R A A R AR
110 S I SE e 458 ) PN E SO DN =40 2 iR ]
NACHHE S, JF BT TR ISR T, 3 0 4 B P
UL ARk, Bilan, W5 NS TF & T —Fhgh
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system, DSPS), A5 7E KM P AR I 1 = 94K

&: 010-64807509

IR A A AR, R IR T R £ R
(Fatty acid ethyl ester, FAEE) 47", iX—&K %
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Fig. 3 Optimization of global cellular performance.
*1 WHEFIRE
Table 1 Cofactor engineering strategies
Cofactor Strategy Case Reference
V. Activate PPP pathway to synthesize succinate [36]
Activate the ED pathway to synthesize terpenoids [37]
Sl Activate pntAB+yfjB(NADH—NADPH) to synthesize isobutanol [38]
NAD(P)H Activate udhA(NADPH—NADH) to synthesize butanol [39]
2, 5-diketo-D-gulonic acid reductase(NADPH—NADH) [41]
. Ketate reductase(KARI)
Change the bias (NADPH_NADH) [42]
Computational simulation CSR-SALAD [44]
ATP Proton-motive force  Synthesis of succinate from glycerol [45]

B BEFERM, @B SRR A-6-BER A MRE S (ED) 4L

20 B 1F AR — T A TR B SRRz TR E—FEENEGEY, R
RS, RSP rm MEEACRE WP A T T RA GRS, RIS R =R
Ser At W, RASIET A 1 mol T 2R 24 4E 2 mol

(1) F) BRIk &4 (PPP) 1 2-id-3- i NADH, /4B GE 34t 2 mol NADH, {EAf R
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Ak A 1 mol/mol®S), #7H] C5 B I 1% 72
08 C6 Wil R AL, i 85.7%IBR I IM PPP 4%,
e A 1 mol FiZgkHELL PPP 474 2 mol
NADPH, Z54 540 SthA, KA p i ™ &
AR JE S 2 mol #2555 3.67 mol, T —RFLIS
AL A 355 1.71 mol/mol ¥, Tan 2B Ky
FFHE S PPP 4%, 45455 A SthA Y541k,
BT TR BERR F5 1L R M 1.12 mol/mol 2 & %)
1.61 mol/mol (Blitf K¥ELFN 94%), LB T
PPP i #E A if JE A 45 A W T BRI i 42 o

ED &2, ¥ 1 mol 7% B A= % 2 mol 1N
F BRI, BE77= 4= 1 mol ATP. 1 mol NADH #1 1 mol
NADPH. i t FHl AR 4, Hag e m | 508
LT PPP Ae, HBEAKMIK . Hitk, ED i&
et 1E 2 NADPH [k U7 . Ng 2B ok 732
RPN ED BARTERIGFFHhai%e, IR
T RBS % ED iR SL R 1 ik 45 R Bow
i T ED AR KMATE, 7489 NADPH [t
PPAERSEE T 25 £, PRI EIL &6
wE MEP A7 R0 GW), BEMLLR (—Fhmsk
&) - a7 97%.

(2) I &% Ul S BRI & AR A i il R 2
RY e AL AN

Shi B8R RN AT B v A T 5 T B A A
wAR, T EdFH NADPH 1R ik 5y, {H
20 ifL A W T A 0 2o R b AR A TR 28 A
NADH B, REGA ) r 2528 5k 267
ZRIA-fr, e T ST R R LT, R
XA A, V35 % % A B L IR pntAB (CRFJT - H M
NADH % %] NADP* |-/ it NADPH) #1 NAD i i}
JLIX yfiB (K NAD ™44k 8 NADP') F A T 0
PEFIA A Jr U ek Rk, S R Ty 8 RN
NADH %] NADPH M=k, a4 R+ T2
WUE TR, FEIRASMT, H TR RS T
80%, F7RHEE T 39%), k%] 0.92 mol/mol, it
HOS KA . i, 72 RMFF B i g AR
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THEA BUER T EE T NADH 25, HE
1 mol Tl 24V AE 4 mol NADH, {HH A /3 fifk
1 mol FZBEALE 2 mol NADH, S84 )5 )
P HEZG AT SR AT . Ry ™ A2 B2 19 NADH 2k
R TR A, Saini 2P gk i A AL A
udhA (fffk. NADPH %4462 NADH), SEBLA 5 )
J57 ) NADPH | NADH %4k, P4 () NADH
P &N T 36%, TR EMINT 25.6%.

(3) I FH il 1A% o5 2 i IR 1) M -

R, B ) B4 B S B e AL
B T AR S B, A AT DL o g TR T
LS o RIVRT R OQ 4 48 3R i il A 7 A s B AL
A, U T R - (AL NADH |
NADPH % Jz ), M sE B &R 5 T (1)
5100, filn, 2,5-—liE-D-H B HIE 5 (2, 5-DKG)
AR C AMREBBEP M CHEE, HMET R
NADPH, {Higf2 k5 13k I 1265 NADH.
S T HE LA AT R 26 F- 5, Banta MY
A FH W R R AT E SRR, ARG YR AR
F22Y/K232G/R238H/A272G 2,5-DKG %} NADH ¥
MRS T 2 4%, BT 2,5-DKG A H
Tt NADPH [5) NADH AY56AE , fif ok T LN
Wi m A, 4 T 4EE R C IR, 2R
RIS 0 S T T BRLIAR A T ) DX B Rl I R 3
Mt (KARI) % A fw &7 ¥ ) NADPH # 2% y
NADH, SEH 1Rk gy A, Rt mEIR
S5 TR BA S 100% 0 FRE 4 k3R 142

BEE TR =R R R, B TR IR i
PR DI KT o R TSR 3k o s
P TSR, B 3k e T A R
T b P AR Y B . Cui &R AT NLRE T, PEAL
Tit R DX AH B A =B R 58, S5 5 B )
SR, ARAT T B R B 1 BT S B IR T
i Ak AR YT 3 st — AN ) R T Sl TR O
PERAR B THE CH FROMHH IR 4 Sk e -4
5y B F % ¥ iF (CSR-SALAD) , i % K 3
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http://www.che.caltech.edu/groups/fha/CSRSALAD
findex.html, FCRTHAEMESR , S AU A v it A
Tt PE s SRt 7 R AP T H, BRI T
M DS s ) TR
3.1.2 fEE ATP
AR PR T H BRI RS, &
i EEERE R ATP A5 . 4 ™ A R B Y
ATP (AR A KA )G e T — Pk
JwE, AT T A A BRI 1 mol T
5 1 mol CO, ¥t Frl &A% 1 mol T iR . (HAEIR
AT, WHIME T BRI A BGR R AR iE = A
FERGHY ATP, BT R 7 i Al 7 A 24 A1
Yu ZEUOU R (SRR A I ATP M8 — %%
FEN R (DhaK) U T R E A Y PEP
MR L N A8 (DhaKLM), 78R AT i
A — ST I R R R AR . R iR
AR, Bt e 4 i1 3h ) #Oh 40 A K A
TSR AR R . T R R AR
HAFIMIN ATP SR HIBEIN T 282% . 63%7F
338%. I b1 73 i #dm ATP fhas b i te
AE AL R SR A T IR
32 2RFREFETIE
TEOUAL 40 M A= FRVE BRI, IR 245 B0 T JC ik
E B SR BE AR 4 ] 1 i ERERATRZE
S o BE ML 28 1 07 1 AR AR AR YR RE L AL T RY
GEAB TR o SR IX Fh 7 L (A0 M B D 21 B 3 A
BEMLIE AR, A AR 22 X0 20 i A AR AN R . 587
PR PR AR AR R 1R AR BV RE L HL IR IR B
TARZ o AR o A M 4 )R e sk I AR
(Global transcription machinery engineering ,
gTME) il i X 5% s 52 & K, JUH 2 58
DNA JF 53R 5 AT PR RNA 545 il 45 45 i 4 1
() 3 TR 7 TR AT R M AKX 200 B A 1 2 sj
AR S, O A O 20 AR B SR o iR ET LA
A X b AE A0 B R A b e i E AR
A BRVERE, PRAT L T S MR A TR
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Alper 2RI F 5 58 PCR, Xt ke i FF 1 G e s
HLES 404y sigma [HF (rpoD FEH4itd) R7AZ, 3K
15 WY T 32 28 A8 Bk o 76 50 g/l ZEEAC1F T 1538
WA 3.5 h, i EE A IS B ) 2 B R A
E. coli WRPRTE RIS 45 T A5 BTN 4-6 h, #%
FACET R, T7E 20 g/l ZEESMETR, B3R5
AR PRI 354 /3 N 1 3% s KA A8 4b, X SRR
#6533 b a0, Hoh A HE 2 A
[Fi) 3 A% O A EE AN 4 SRy B S IR 7 TR AN T
Tl 3 a2 A, BRIk T B, 35 IR T IR 4 At A
PRI G S, e bR, HLA BT 0 Tl B bR LY
FHI 5

3.3 X #tREER (Biosensor)

2835 N IR AR AR 0 Ak o S R PR i A 1
AR, KA B AN PN 4 5 R RE BT o
Bt , e RBREE A = ReE fb A, (ATRB 4 H
PRAR Ak IS . AR R P R B Rk S
Xof 240 Bt A B for 3 A e A s a4
Wy 14 FR B REE T RE S0 A0S T g ks
F) SRR T2 AR BN RE R, 5 40 V%
JOE 8T S A TR PR G T I Tl 2 R A
Frtiifads, LA Rl ey %z —it
RV ARG A (BN -5 - T), 1hA i RE
B RES, H EPASE RS, FhuRi
SRR Ty, S e gt

PRI 17 A AL 2% . Ceroni 25 F 4% 5%
LA HT, A3 T 40 6 far B S 3 F htpG, B RE
XA IE RARARES (3R k) R4S
Mo FI 205 3 T4l sgRNA - (HE 1) 75 242 1]
R JE 7)) RS, S0 LR ik
Wit %, XA s s, htpG JE sh PRI 5,
Ja 3l sgRNA By ik, 1£ dCas9 Byl T, fdaiil
FERG ST FRR, fRBR S D 1od 308 X 4t At ™ A=
EORAWE R

T 5T o 92 il 26 0 4% Sk 2% (PopQC) « A4 o 1
P RGALHE— D FE T R R (FadR/TryR)
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M)A WAL s, A W A% 8% T LA 1] i i H ]
RSP LT (Ui AR BRI & = fR) mIMRFE .
A AR A P N, e a4 AT LA
AT (Par/Priz) b, MHIPUHEFE tetA
MR, MG BRI bR s e = i,
B Sk I F B X ia s 7 i B, Brik SRR,
B AR R 4 . Xiao ZEPMEHZ IS T T R E R
B, PR 0 R T 2.6 1%

B T BRI LIRSS, A Y- R AR
PG RS DL B T RN RS £ 2
S L R A S e g W AL RS B T R R
H, W RKBFFREME LT ZEEE et 3 T 8
Z R
3.4 EMTHEH

XA B A B RE RO LA, 24l A TR
PR O vE SR AN B HARAT, Al ik A B 0
AL SR RV A 7E e e S A A AR AU IR
MAY, fE— R &M K LB E
PRIEAS, RS A PR BE 2 4 s A s
ek B TR R

S N R, AT PASRASE A Tt 3R s
B R IAFF I TR AR, QOFEAIK pH . = vk B R Ay
TSGR MR A T Al Ak, AT R4S it
RO, T e O ORI e VA O R RE A T
Rl , G55 5B HA, kg ast®l | e gl ip 5960l
FIE M DNA 552 40504 arinfui
o PE AR R

e (MY, FEsdl . SmEr A A
e AR & T8 A3 N E Ak DA AR B R B R AR AL T T
03O ot N R AR A bR, 3 1 R PR £ R
GAR AT IE R R RAE 5 X 58 748 FE PR 4 12 S 4L A
B b, ST RIS ARG AR R . AT
s, ZRarREAS A, WA TS
PR S B R A AE AL, Ay By T R
P 8 7 O A B A= PR RS T ki

&: 010-64807509

35 HBEME

A7 240 it A 25 B4 /IS A L R OB
ARg s B G- Y n ke s, RIREMAY
YA L) BRI A RO Z—

Wu ZEOVRE 5 1 AT T 200 L A o B
AL E WA e TR RE I . R IB SR/ NEE
BRR 56 )RR 2 0 I A BB Almgs, ¥ -
S DR AR ERES T 70%,
) O o B TR e R A i E
EHEE N RO S AR S T 2.94%(FH 6.7 mg/g
CDW % % 19.6 mg/g CDW)., Z3 i T i
H R AT A, o 58 B DR R I HE AR
ERERSRE Y B-E bR FA ML, it
& B-IAE bRMINERE DT, TEE DR
RGIHT T M TN R R 45 (Artificial
membrane vesicle trafficking system, AMVTS), &%
A AMVTS RGN EE, ff p-5A% MR W&
PE 13.7%, 77 ST BT FR A LR 35.6%;
fifi /5 P~ B & CAR025 H B-HHE b H = E
61%°7, BIE SRS AMVTS BEIEIE 45 &
Gibem 1 g K 24 A Y AE 40 M 0 A AhHE
REJT, MAIE R HKAS YR AR T PR T
A, Az R T

Chen 25 8WE 5 T K T 81 400 LT 25 1 R/
X i B R AL AR TR (Polyhydroxyalkanoates,
PHA) 7R B SEM . K 1/ 0 BAR KN R
0.5-2 um, 3l i A mreB FER (S 5400280
TE R FRIR , AL K/NE I, HAEZ9°4 10 pm;
H—1EF sulA B (S 5HEI 40 %)
TE, MR KB, RERETR
(Poly-hydroxybutrate, PHB) FX 23517 100%.
52, Ding 210N 1 8 5 I AT T 4 4 i
A T AR S A Rk 5 M R
M (FtsZA) FIZEZH R )5 (NrdAB), A %40
AN 2, A/NVRIIE A, R R TR
(SSA), HTRIHFF 1 CHIR LW, 7 & 38 %)
67.2 g/L, HWHEFAERMES T 39.19%; ML

. cjb@im.ac.cn
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Jirt it 1) 555 2 3R B4 B4R A R SulAL MinC
MinD. MinE il FtsH A3 3k, Al A& K 4 i /) 2
JM, PRAMIEA, #2540 R (Mean
cell volume, MCV), HFRILEL-co-3-53E TR
(Polylactate-co-3-hydroxybutrate, PLH) & i, K
JAFF IR Y PLH & 139 i % 53.8 wt%, &t & BBk
DQO 11 2.01 4%, eh 8 24n M T A5 4 v At e H 7 )
FISRES, A T R B 1 B vk

4 REERZ

AR A — O A A IR R s,
XA 2) T BRI TF &, Tolb Ak h F 22 61l
%, BlA LR T S B R R R, ok 2
P ARFICEHE R 2 RNT, B2 ae I g
R XA FERIE AR R HETTA A, AT
B — R ARG &AL F i YA R
o TEVREEY S b EAEREN
LXEAT, FEAT ISR — RS L A KR
LRI, DT E— 25 4 R A TR % 1o RS L
KIGFEE Tt s, YRS hFEEM
PR GRS 5 O SE IR A g RE R, BN T I
A AT A TR G SR IS AR AR 2 — o i
ok, KMHFHEAE CO, [ A HH s FH i B
T—Z50 et 2 R TR GE K
FFIREE GBS LA R ME— BRI AR, FERRIO TR
HA AR T o skl MRS A T
RELL R TREALFPE TR B, S5A HEFEEL
AR, KIGFF R ACH TR Se Bk |
TAME . B RRIb iy, A ah B A P i A
BAL, HAHERMES ). ALK R IR e
ZAR, W EAG RSB P ngi - R B12
A R ; PR E BRI B iR 5 . A5
TE WA 2% 1) Bt S OO DR R TR M 55 Bl
# CRISPR/Cas9 %5 [ 4 gm i H Ry & e, Bt
R L 22RO DL R A A A W AR s T
L HB5E4, AR 2078 F ] k4,
fEFyEE Hw AT

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjbcn
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