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Abstract: Brasilicardin A (BraA) is a natural diterpene glycoside isolated from the pathogenic
actinomycete Nocardia brasiliensis IFM 0406 with highly potent immunosuppressive activity
(1C50=0.057 pg/mL). BraA potently inhibits the uptake of amino acids that are substrates for
amino acid transport system L of T cells, which is different from the existing clinical
immunosuppressants. BraA is more potent in a mouse mixed lymphocyte reaction and less toxic
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against various human cell lines compared with the known clinical immunosuppressants, such
as cyclosporin A, ascomycin and tacrolimus. Therefore, BraA attracted more attention as a new
promising immunosuppressant. However, the development of this promising immunosuppressant as
drug for medical use is so far hindered because BraA has the unusual and synthetically
challenging skeleton and shows the low-yield production in the natural pathogenic producer.
This review introduces the molecular structure of BraA, its activity, mechanism of action,
chemical synthesis of BraA analogs, heterologous expression of gene cluster, and an application
of combining microbial and chemical synthesis for production of BraA, with the aim to
facilitate the efficient production of BraA and its analogs.

Keywords: brasilicardin A; molecular structure; immunosuppressive activity; biosynthetic

mechanism; chemical synthesis

G S8 30 ) 7R 2 — SIS AT S0 WL A S B I
L2, A B AR HE R OB T AR YT
B B e 5 1 i 0 VR T T A R A L S A
Mo AERRE R T, WHTE] 2023 48, 4Bk
i B A S IR T 37 8 ) 34 423600, A
BB B R RIRIT 25 YA TR E R Y
e, WitH] 2025 44453 1522 /03TT.
I BE A o B AR AR A 8 A e DL R B f iz
PEPRE A SRR, Sy 4 5 1 75 SR R
ARG

Hiimig b i ez il AR E =R A
(cyclosporin A)'! | fth 57 5L ] (tacrolimus)™® 75
A% % (rapamycin)! F1 B % 57 22 (mizoribine)™*!
Rk B T HWSURE R MG, Mk
Wy S 5 ) B g 40 ) RO TE IR R b o5 G A
SR, AE M TR EHR RN, b2
B B R PR IR TT , BB A B 12,
I, e A 2 B AR K R 24 A DG A
E 2SR T AR 5 A e g 4 TR0 A A AN [ A B
FOAS B S2NE, 451 4 s v 5 w) A B AR e A P Ao
AIRES R RGN . TR R E . KA
DR 025 B G e 1) o 2 R e 1 L A8 ] i
s AR A B RO, M s
I Hs T R AR 2 BN R RN A2 .
PRI, SHHROHT I e RO 7 1 22 3 1 5] — LR
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SR YT R ) B 4
Wi 1 & (Nocardia) & — B 7 A M ik 1

Hrp B IE R (Nocardia asteroides). P45
I (Nocardia brasiliensis) 1 Ji i i - 12 (Nocardia
cavae) 3 Fl i B0 M ik o (H AT AF R A 5Tk B
REBRBORESN, A7 A: Z2 R AL T B ) il A
iR ISR RN T, HEE KW
Tl 25 10, Blhn A 2 bk EL P i i o A A
N HABCREAE R EBRZE A Y SO-75R1 FiZH
N ARG PE A B brasiliquinones A—C . Wj|BEAE
Y19 brasilidine A", {HA31F A2, Kobayashi
DRABIZ D\ — 44 £t 1 - R 1) e DA A A4 7 4
B A E PR E N brasiliensis IFM 0406,

B T HOwR LIS, IR R B s i e G
¥ brasilicardin A (BraA) (& 1) HA & & G0
HI1E I (1C56=0.057 pg/mL)!"* ¥ % F BraA W%
1) SR 5 1 BB A A VE P AL, BraA 2B
YIS . AR A BURI 4B T R 4 BR
KUE (B BraA S IHERIY Y = BORAR B A AE—
SE IS, A CLER T BraA M THRE | 2551
W VERIALEL . fh2e b R A A i R %
[Fi) s 0 B3R 1 I AR AE S U 32 PR3 BraA
AW RO A AL 5 T ST R, BB AT
T2 TR iR G 2 410 ) SR R N AN EL R B, LA
W1 BraA J H ISP i B AL AR P it 55
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Brasilicardin A: R,=OCH, R,=H
Brasilicardin B: R,=R,=H

17-N-methyl-BraA: R,=OCH,, R,=CH,

1 Brasilicardin A & H U444
Figure 1

1 Brasilicardin A M5 % FF'IJ

BraA fb 5Tk R A AL, [a]) +15.0
(0.5, MeOH)., 4 F3HN CysHeN,O6, 43T
Oy 892, AIETK., WEEFIZEE, AT
LR . WA 2k, £4MEES, BraA 1y
H B MZE 212, 239 11300 nm Ak 7R 5 K%
W ZAE YR i RS, T
S48 28 O A0 B /R e A S TR R S B
ZHE . N-CPRE I AR . IR 35
FER R R (P D!

BraA ZERUW 14 43 88 % 8 o &5 32 K,
Komatsu 2" M N. brasiliensis IFM 0406 43 i 45
7€ brasilicardin B (BraB) . brasilicardin C (BraC)
F brasilicardin D (BraD)iX 3 2R 1),
M5 oA, BraB Lt BraA 7E2 LR M%6E I
D—A-HEEFE, BraC F BraA /b 1 N-£ L7
ZPHEAN 3-SR HIES ; BraD [k BraB 2> T N-&
ok 2 S A A A 3 B R R

2 BraA &S KAEANLE

2.1 BraA BYRZINEE M ZIERYVLE

I /0N BT 6 IR 8 200 i s 7 52 6 A 50 8 1 ¢
SREIHRITEMETEM , BraA HA 52 52 1 i 4
FH(1C5¢=0.057 pg/mL)., HBF5E & ¥ BraA K%

Chemical structures of brasilicardins.

&: 010-64807509

Brasilicardin C: R=OCHj,
Brasilicardin D: R=H

G 32 S I P A P FAIL 55 30 I DR B 9 e
FEMHIF A, BraA il i # i LR 2 1k L
R G 38 E T ) T- 36K B 200 b o) 2 R 1) 4
A& S ge Ve U AR B RE 0 4
PEMHI R R A, FRER A 72w 55,
BraA 7£/)N BRI A bk B A0 B by P B s (IR .
Rl 418200

%} BraB. BraC Fl BraD #E47 S 31l 1 b
P & BE BraB BraC H A — & [ G 2 40 il 16 14
Ifii BraD Ff-JCULTE P, #8787 2 SEmR M #5543 1
) R AR B N- 2 Tk 2 56 7 2 W A 3 -5 DR Y g
Xof G 8 A A 36 0 B DY) Komatsu 25 P1E
T BraA MAT A LB & B, 17-N-H1 J£-BraA
HLAT H BraA B8 1 S e il 16 M . UL, BraA
TSP S 7 L 1 S e A a0, AL R
71, WRE MBI MR R, Kl 4
SR AT 0 1) 590 3 S
2.2 BraA B9fuBhiEE M RAERYLE

Komaki 25776 X} BraA #F47G e 410 il 15 2k
PEOTET, R BILHUMREE, T/ INE P e
Jitl P388 F1 P388/ADR il ifd 7 F 8 i G 4, HL1Cs
43514 0.220 pg/mL F1 0.078 pg/mL (A2 P25
AN 1Cso 43314 0.05 pg/mL 1 1.00 pg/mL),
TEMEERE PR &I, BraA n L)L EHEE P38S
P I35 /) LR 7335 5] 1] o B0 25 0T 5% {2 7R BraA 1]
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TEMRSINGE T P388 AR ML f5- 1 A G1 I AT e 4%
DUMREAE -

3 BraA §ihF 4 &

BraA 2543 7€ N. brasiliensis IFM 0406 H
B =R AR, A TR IR R A RS B 2 e
ZAESL, T H N. brasiliensis IFM 0406 4305
PR, KRR Y TR FR S R IR B SR e A
FIF R AP EAT BraA K HATA W (0 R RIS il
7%, HAPEPEIR K, I BraA & &M—HEX
FE ST,  BraA JERUs-HA MR S X0
/B AR R A K BRAWE L 260 0 e S5 0
G5, 225 il BraA M H S50 ZHE 09259
WAl B e o ST BT F B RS B 4 P
URE il B AZ | OB T SR A DG A n) AT AU Y

2003 4, Coltart 25 %151/ 1) Wieland-Miescher
fifl 5 — % JEAT Diels-Alder AR Y, 285 H
Hedb | PP TR, A U 2 e A
W ANEE, Jung ZEPYF 2013 AEME T 06/
S5 1 Diels-Alder G O, IR IZ IR
I E] BraA (1) C FRA9-G B T B G B
T iR

2011 4E Jung ZEPIL) R AW 138 i G
Yy, i R R O R RER A T AR LA
9 PN, 15 F SRS OR I B W IBE e IR
FEULTR Sy 4R A5 B AE B B T, @i DA — 3
fE R — W R REWE A 3 IOBE T AL 4815 BraA 28
I .2015 4F Jung 25PN 2,7- A LZE &,
Zeid 15 B ROVA I T LAZRIE S 0 i
AP FNFER) BraA 2519, 18 BraA )4
B B v S A R AP SR I 2

FEJLIK BraA 434 IS B , Anada 257
DA 4 S 2% T 48t 1) 5 AU AR 7 S50 3 0 T Sy JEG
Yy, i@t Diels-Alder fill /i A HH 384k . BEFE
PEWEOR 145 29 28, B0 BraA | BraC 14
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B, BRI HNA 2.1%F 1.4%, {HiX 2
B IX BraA B946 B(F 2).

VLA Yoshimura ZFP8F & T —Fh 7 ik £
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i B, A B T b A W i 4 0 2 BEpER,

Ub4h, Bitel PO BN, SRR
IKM# BraA G il FE 4 dR O mE S ORI 1) b
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R FA DL T IR AT R 259 T % R

4 BraA £44& BRHE XN

AR, HEE AV B R A i, B
KA W K IR ) AR AL B W A& kA
13 LAENT o 8T BraA B2 MR E Ml sk, A=
P FATE TR BraA #9496 AL 1
[ GAENGIVE I
4.1 BraA BVEE BALEH

Kobayashi U@ ZH i o [F] i RbRic e, %
i) BraA =3 i kA% 1E N. brasiliensis
IFM 0406 {RPIE T 2-C-H1 J-D-JR BE K -4
P2 (2-methyl-D-erythritol-4-phosphate, MEP)i&
RPN, FEIL SR [, Dairi FPHLLA K G
M A BT R A R A O A R A
(geranylgeranyl pyrophosphate synthase, GGPPS) 4
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OTBS

reaction

Diels-Alder

Citric acid
THF

1. LiC,oH;
—_—
2. Mel

MOMO

TBSO™"

OH
., X CO,’Bu

Me;O-BF,

Cl

P,P-diphenyl-N-(p-toluenesulfonyl)-

phosphinimidate

Cl O

OMe
,_~_-CO,Bu

NTCP

TCP=tetrachlorophthaloyl

Acetyl-protected
carbohydrate moiety

2 Anada %/ BraA & BraC & g4

NTCP CH,Cl,

TCP=tetrachlorophthaloyl

O

HN
BraA

Figure 2 The synthetic route of BraA and BraC from Anada group'*”.

A5 8 4 PR A AL i (or aB) A1 1 PR 4 il (br ad) %5
TERN AL 11 A JE (bral—11), H & [H R sE i
IESZ1%BE DNA P81 5202 BraA (94915 Ak
K#% , w42 1 BraA fIEY& a1 (E 4),
fHE 8 BraA G54 v i) B2 W R0 260 1 i S5 A
LD H A A B

20 T i 5 [ (bacterial terpene synthases,
TS) K 45 k4 A [R] i e Ak Z2 A B IR A B0, AR A ffk
BB EARIE R T, o 1 BLE
11 BU Gl 2 AN A 1 A WA 0 A i SR A I 35
FE AT — Wl TR 56 AT 1 S 24T AR A5k E 2 2 1
KA 11 ARG i 38 2 A 2R 235 0 B itk XL
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B4k AR AR IE B, (R EF PR 58 4% 1) B R
TRy WU TR L1 LA ) AT SR AR S5
I, DDxxD. NSE/DTE #1 DxDDP**1_ ifii BraA
FENFE R IR A Brad 8 TR IR 1 RIS 1, 5
55 7% A (Streptomyces sp.) Ti6071 H 4 % ik
phenalinolactone A fJ i A B, &FH
E/DSAE/N Z5#g100, H DI BRI SR A 1 2
AR R R I AL IR IR AL S0 (1] 4) 0 3
WAGHE 5 Dairi SRS R —F, Brad A fE
e B S AL /)bl R e e
I A R TR A 25 0 AR AL, P T
YIms AL W S50 Z AR RS PR 2 AR
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t-BuO_ |
N Me
NaHMDS
HO™ > SoH — s
Me” Me THF

—

—

HO
OMe
~ CO,#-Bu Peracetyl glycosyl fluoride
—_—_—— ”
NHFmoc ““H
HO

HO™ v O Brasilicardin A: R,=OCH,, R,=H
\< Brasilicardin B: R,=R,=H

CO,-Bu  Glycosyl o-cyclopropylethynyl
benzoate
NHFmoc

Brasilicardin C: R=OCHj;
Brasilicardin D: R=H

3 Yoshimura Z'*'%) BraA-D & 8%
Figure 3 The synthetic route of BraA—D from Yoshimura group®*..

~
e ~ \(\( ens 1L o /\/C(

Bra0, Brall

e Bral0, L-Rha

(0]

4 BraA £¥AmKiEEY
Figure 4 Proposed biosynthetic pathway of BraAl*?l.
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4.2 BraA BISNERIE

WA SZEL BraA [7ME£ A, Buchmann
BTN BraA JAREOR RIS T RN
AT HAEGSMEFE R SEA . 2018 4,
Stegmann PRI AN BraA HEY)H A R
DA SR T 1 4055 85 1 (Streptomyces albus) 11074
95 B L- B2 W B A DGR [R] INF 5| A SR 2% i 2k
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SN BGUE, 3 hy 1) FH PR 7 8 S Al [m] Y s A 4 v
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RIE, TR AEY G BRI Y], X
J R A ) R s A i TR, IR SR
TR E A7 Binfb & Wt 70 2 4
o SR, REBRAR W AEY G SR A
A EA T Fk, Oy MDA K
MR G U E L S R AP, TRE
RS G RGN, AT RLSE B B ARk
B P KA R BAnSE g TR R A
PUEBR W) o = ORI A s S R O™ 5
ik 25 g/L)FIHUHE 259 A2 B R BT S8 42 0
7R 1 gL S A R B A R,
I 2SI H AR KR ) B MRAEA ) 45

2021 4 Botas S iH T —Fp itk ¥ Fi Ak
A AL BraA B EM, B T MR IR S
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o TR A HH R BB 28 A [ R UREIZH I 70 PR
T 235 DA AR 07 36 1) il P AR, 3 3 B R SRR RN
WARSERY AL, 5B T BraC il BraE ;=43
91669 mg/L Fl 926 mg/L Y =5 %CE 1614 i - 2R
Ji LA BraE Jfy 1 o i {87 5 A% 0 5 26 B
2, LI T BraA MR G AL 8PS BT %
K 7%, T AR GRS T, AR Ak
16%. XA, LTl 1T 1A ik e BraA
R RN kA R IR B T At

5 ReEH5RZ

G SR I PR S i 25,
PR BT 259 K LAY o BraA s i &k BLE BT
RAGR e ), A SCRSS T BraA HYS5HHE
Bt BEE L AR e O YA L
LY, AH H AT BraA SR JE32 R, H x B BraA
KA BORAR D, HA I VR AL 4 R e
S, iy DLR.ARSE K IR 7= ) f 34K BraA 26
I, Xt BraA iEATE5 B Mol 425 B BraA 3¢
W, 4l o e 3% T 07 1o 2 e R T
VAS BRI P AL B4 S 41 o 511

R DR 42 40 2 Bt e e 2 00 P B MR R
P AL AT S I A JR A ok F) — Tl A K 4R
PR R BRI A G RE DR A A R T
L5 U E RAR T I RIVEBE , Ak HEA TR Y
Fige AN B A S E , AT R
MeA IR Ak, RN A0 %
BLEEHHA . G PEAE /N1 2 80 [ N A
AOBIF TP, BN B B 1R K 2R 74 holomycin
pyridomycin, chaxamycins A-D ZER L8, -
12 3% (platencin) . *V-#2 % 3 (platensimycin) & 7 I#
BRAGTEES S Rk, I C 0 BraA A414
SR DR 5 X 5 A9 2 T 5 TR A 0 R A 742 4
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0 AR PR AT AR B B 22 B W ) BraA =38
B AR A U AR DG L E B, X NCBI %ds 2
rh iR P R TR B AT o A A e, R R 3
7R BraA AR PR AR R TR, JF45 G W)
WA A5 BRI A (liquid - chromatograph-mass
spectrometer, LC-MS)73#7, & B ZHkAEB0H H
HA G W BraA KUY ITERE

WAL, HeT HARr A6 AL Y 4H 5
B S LA W 2 Wi TR 25 W i e A 7 Hh B
AR ELEMEN . —Jrm, fEMAEwIRNE
XoF AR ) USSR R A T B 5 G AR B A
ST B IR KRR IEWE, Ik
IS 5 W R FH (B 25 9 e A0 6 P e it
HRT AR . 5 — T, I RO e
[w1) 3 125 S A B BV P 0 A 0 6 UL it |
M5B, W23 A IR GE A8 B 8 Z 4 1) BraA 28
LI , i D5 AR 457 BraA S H 2RI M L
ARA BR800 ), A DR A2 e e IR ke B ) A P
AEHRAE DA R 2K P AN ) TR AR AH 5G Jk [A 2 vh
GBS LGB i A R mE A S, S
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