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Effects of Arr Mutation on Biofilm and Pyocyanin
Biosynthesis in Pseudomonas aeruginosa

ZHOU Jin-Feng GE Yi-He LIU  Ting CHENG Xian-Hao WANG Lei GAO Xing-Xi*

(School of Life Sciences, Ludong University, Yantai, Shandong 264000, China)

Abstract: As an opportunistic pathogen, Pseudomonas aeruginosa can produce biofilm and pyocyanin,
which play a critical role in its pathogenesis. This study aims to elucidate the function of the Arr gene in
formation of biofilm and production of pyocyanin in Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Using the chromosome
DNA of Pseudomonas aeruginosa as template, we first cloned the Arr gene by PCR. With the insertion
of gentamycin resistance cassette (aacC1), the mutant PA-AG has then been constructed by homologous
recombination. The formation of biofilm is determined by staining with crystal violet, and production of
pyocyanin is detected with spectrophotometric method. In KMB or LB medium, biofilm formation of
the parental strain PAOI is about 2 folds higher than that of the 47+ mutant PA-AG. The biosynthesis of
pyocyanin in the Arr mutant PA-AG is about 2.5 folds higher than that in the parental strain PAOI.
These results indicate that the Arr gene negatively controls the pyocyanin biosynthesis, but Arr could
exert some positive effect on the biofilm formation. It is suggested that regulation mediated by the Arr

gene on biofilm and biosynthesis of pyocyanin in Pseudomonas aeruginosa is specific and different.
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B 2R AR PRI 1 (Pseudomonas aeruginosa)i: 4%
ICBAMEAR A, 2 — R UL S g P IR e 9 45 14 3o
P, B S T A 2 2 A N A R B e A R e i)
R 2 — M B B S B R T A
PIAR R 1 4R ik 1 2 (Pyocyanin) A H 43 34 1
— BRI, i R AR R MR S T
B — P 0 A3 P 1 AR AR SR G AR T
AT g MR A T, TP IR Hh A 2
G R BFEMLEEDY, W LIRS ol B B ] R DA T
5 i 22 28 IR 4 1 TS PR, 5 il R vk T R Ak R
g U4, AT LA S R G R 20 Y 4T B i Bl RE
AT A )T ] e 5 0 L T A P G PN T A 0
(Biofilm)*lo A= Py 52 40 R 138 107 A= A7 FREE 1T 1
1) 55 7 e 20 AR X R 1 AR AR TR X, B4R N T
P B I M S A T 1) A4 T 0 R S A T K
B 35 I T 2L R 5 A P A T A A L) R SR
WA YR RIE g — NN E R e, X R
ANRATEUVE TR . pHL B . BEE . K
Jill L A JB A T AR B R Uk B R AR A i e
PRSI, i R shA T AR e
J&H1(Quorum sensing, QS)F 4t 1 LA A= Wy i (1) )
A 4R W T (Paraoxonases ) Y 2 1k 41 i A1 4 S FY
TR, e R IENEF Pl FAFAE 1 LT H A
L TR BT AR R T B A ) TS 1 B8 T i 4 L B TR
Arr FER SRR 8 A5 1] Arr JE DR 16 4 SR AR A
TR AT LA G i — o oA SR R TR, ISR )T AE
TE T AN BT ALSE A5 i c-di-GMP, A] LRS54

Jif ) 2 TR T
L RT3 53 ) o A P T 2 0 R B HLE
JEL R I T A, R T P TR A W B 2

g g PR 22 2 A m) R ) 425 RGeS 0 o 497) 200 >4 0]
ZRAR MR rposS Hk R 5728 I Ak T 2R A A W A HE
JCHE A I 1 R AR B A SR bR R A
TE P17 B0 T ) 2 Al B0 T BB £ RIS A 0 5 )

e H Arr JERI G R Y 8 4, MHZICT drr B X4
AR TR SR R TR 2R B I e O R I ARE o PR,
h T ST Arr SR A W R RS TR R G
AU, R P8 LT A 2 07 =X, AR SCR LR
s R M J¥# %1 (Gentamycin resistance cassette,
aacCUIR ARG (SR IEA 2 1 H 2 R B T arr S
R RALRR PA-AG, JEid 96 fLARFR IEIETR | 45 A0 5 gL
1 7 A I A W I I IR, R b 8 7 s A

00 2 e TS 2R 1) 5 AR o DT PR A B BRI 1T A
FENTE—E TR E AR A W R B, 00 o] 2 fe T
R E e XX T SR YR AT L A, i ok
A 2R BRI B 5 LR B XA PRI, RO A L 2

O E R

1.1 ##l
1.1.1  ERRFRAL: ARFITIT MR . Ok
HRPE W 1,

R EBRFERL
Table 1 Strains and plasmids

Strains and

. Characteristics Source
plasmids
Strains
E. coli
recAl endAl gyrA96 thi1 .
DHS X This Lab
* hsdR17(rk-mik " )supE44 relA1 s La
Fthi'l thr™1 leuB6 recA
SM10 tonA21 lacY1 supE44 (MuC") This Lab
A Kan®
Pseudomonas
aeruginosa
PAOL1 Wild type This Lab
Arr gene mutated with aacCl .
1258 cassette in PAO1 Ltk iy
Plasmids
ColE, cloning and sequencing Sangon,
pAET=At vector, Amp® Shanghai
pUCm-T carrying 0.9 kb up-
pJF1 stream part of Arr gene from This study
PAOL1
pUC18 carrying 0.9 kb up-
pJF2 stream part of 477 gene from This study
PAOL1
855 bp-Sma I aacCl cloned .
pIE3 into EcoR V of pJF2 LD BT
pEX18Tc Suicide plasmid, Tet® [13]
Resource of gentamycin re-
plse s sistance cassette (aacCl) [14]
0.9 kb Arr fragment inserted
pEXT-AG with aacCl cassette in This study

pEX18Tc

112 IBFEMBEFEE: KBITFREOEEREN
LB; s R E R FE KMB 5 LB, LB
B B F SCHR [151BC il ; KMB 35 97 36 A 7% 198
HH M 20 g, K,HPO, 0.392 g, Hil 15 mL, MgSO,
0.732 g, pH 7.5; AN AR F= 34 THN 12.0 g Bl
Ko MIGEEFRTE E. coli Bi3RIEP R4 R
H(mg/L)l: EEHEHZE(Amp) 100, K K% ZE (Gen)
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20, HER R ML R AR PRI AE R R
(mg/L): H: W% Z (Spe) 100, K K%EFZE (Gen) 20,
IRBAREE FRIE, KIGFFEFE 37°C. 180 t/min 5514
P %, AR TE 37°C . 220 r/min 5514 F
W57
1.1.3 FZRFNFME: ZFRGIENUIE . T4
DNA %4 . DNA 70 FEicY) &~ Fermentas
(MBI w77 5 08 T LA TAY TR IR %S
AR Tag DNA R . ANTP T RARA LR}
FALE)A A F; PCR =4 . DNA A [ R
R G A A TRA R, HE A g0
Jp ol RS Prs FEALAR A PCR {X(Bio-Rad,
USA) . ¥ % B .0 #l (CR3i multifunction, Thermo
Electron Corporation, USA)., &4M0] WL 66T
(TU-1810, dbatEHr)4 .
1.2 Arr EEH PCR ¥ 18, NN FF

Sk v [ B 2 A XSS 4 TL A, AR AR ] 2 Al
L PAOT SR 4 Arr FE R S ARSE A BE, 31514

(Arrl: 5-ATTGACCCGGATGACCATGC-3'; Arr2: 5'-
TGACTTCCAGGACCAGTTGC-3"), VA4 4 1% 5. o

B N 4 AR #E 1T PCR, Hirp PCR S AR %
542500 94°C 4 min; 94°C 1 min, 55°C 1 min,
72°C 1 min, 35 PME#; 72°C 10 min, PCR F=4J% 7]
sl b s 28 F LA TAEY T RER 55 4 FRZA W
HEATIN Y o ) o {150 o M T PR A B 0. Rl
BRI PE VIR RE D) . DNA FBER I, &R . 1R%
A 200 o) 5 N A B 2D BR 35 2 BB SR [15] 550RH G 3t
A AR I 3E T . PCR ARAE 0 BE 21 0.9 kb,
5 T 24K pUCM-T M 3% . T 2R A9 3% 52 W AN E. coli
DH50 W64 b4 T A TREF AR IR S A RA
AR G HAE TN, PRk Eokiar 444 pIFL.
1.3 Arr ZEEBEANKIERTH PA-AG BIHE

H Pst 1 BV FORL pIF1, #4524 0.9 kb 1Y Arr 3t
HWR B, 5HAMFERREIRN pUCIS ki ig s, fii
Arr FH R BHEANLT pUCIS INME—Y Pst 1 {7 45
H, PrAR B s dr 44 0 pIF2. FH Sma 1 Vi
fitg bl ok pUCGm, K452 0.85 kb AYHT IR K E F
F % A B (Gentamycin resistance
accCHM™, H EcoR V Vit pIF2 Bk, S5HuK
REFRIEN TN Bri 4, B A i s SOk ar 44
9 pIF3. H Pst 1 BYI R pJF3, V1IN R B Tl
J 55 R R[] IR 4 P9 070 T 170 9 [l e 1) 1 A B kL

cassette,
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pEX18Tc! ik #z ., 457541k E. coli DHSa, ¥
T RKERTMR, 37°C fHiRR R, PREprips
Bige . BRBUTORL . BEVISTE, AR BH M 5T R A 44
J pEXT-AG, Z LTI AERR I H R Bk ik
3 5 A

I CaCl, # AL ¥5 pEXT-AG ¥ A E. coli SM10,
J7 35 DL SCHR[15]

PLpEXT-AG T 7EHY E. coli SM10 A IR, B
e R S A PN T PAOL N 32 R T R AT I R 2T 4 g
BB A 5685 . EEL AT K WIRh I 2 B R T
4 mL SHMPERWUARE., HMEZR)K LB M
KMB Kige sk, 3%, 40 1 mL K 250
F& &, 1 mL e AR B IR BE R 2-3 IR
WIRR A IR T 150 pL & LB 1, WHURAE
B ETYAERK LB b Je iy — F B RAL
JERE(FLAE @ 0.22 um, B KH) b, 37°C fHIEA B FF
24 ho HIHCE IR ARER AT T4 Spel00 Fl GendO (1)
Ui P, 37°C THIRAR 5 57 48-72 ho BEALPRIR IS
P 15%BEME ) KMB 15 95 B 22 15 352 8 (> 5
1), SRIGFBEEIRA T3 Gend0 AR . PREUITIR
SO WS Bl TR Gend0 1 Tet100 HYSEAR I o ffiik
Tet F-AAAE KT Gen A b Az 4 10 AH R s B, B4
SRR PAOT B Arr JERIH ARG RAZIR, fiv 4
4 PA-AG.,
1.4 HKZErINE

B A bR PAOT IS 72 bR PA-AG 431l [F] i 3%
7= T KMB Ml LB H1, 37°C $& K5 3%, A0 12 h HURE,
MR IR A B %, BT 3 IRE L BOT A,
1.5 ZEBZRSENNZE

PR S A M B T 2 B PAOL FIZE AR IK PA-AG
PR A3 0 26304 A LB A KMB 5 o 7 S 0 i %
F&, WBEZ 0.1 x 10° CFU/mL, 43 BIH 1 mL #H 5 $
& 50 mL KMB Fil LB 8535561 250 mL =£f
R, fE 37°C. 220 r/min FEPREGFR 72 h, 52 L%k
R FREE, B K EBE 4500 r/min #.0 1 min
5 EWEW, S mL BWEWS 3 mL MANTRA,
4500 r/min 5.0 8 min 5, W& 2 ) — B0
Erh, A 1 mL 0.2 mol/L #£E2, 1RAJ5 4500 r/min
B0 8 min, B[ JZ HUATE 520 nm AL I G(E,
BT LER A NS IRE R (Z )RS T
TE ODsy R HTHC R BT L) 12.8 /LU, EA 3 X,
BOFH41E
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1.6 HEEKRIMNERRYE T

A ) R AAR SR R (1% 3 N7 2 R SCHR (171, JFA B
Wk L N S PR TR B AR AR PAOT TSR AR B
PA-AG 435l # LB F1 KMB Wi Flbs 2 5 g a5 5%,
% 1 x 10° CFU/mL, fliTCE 96 FLAR i AL
NERWE, HEZAEE, PIEXTESA LB A
KMB }i3R 3k, F 37°C &M TR, B 24 h #ulfst
51k, BEEEFRECR, BRI ALY iR e
{18 240 TR A= P
1.7 E£YEREN--BREREE

I A= S N o v B S e 25, Tl DLl
b e 8 B I R W R AT i SRR R R S
AU BB R E A W A 96 FLAR FH 2 1R K e
Uk 3K, BERTRIFE, FIAR/R SAKEE 5 min, 455
LU 30 min, FEFHZRIBKPYE 3 K. B TG
FH 400 uL 95%Z BEM (7 30 min, FrA47 (v 4
G 590 nm AEWEGAE .

2 4%

21 Arr BEEFS SR

MWIEZT 519, Ll PAOL AYFE 4] DNA Myt
MeiE4T PCR. LAk PCR SR 2R3k A8 T — 424
0.9 kb MYBHMESRAT, 4 K/ 5 T 25 A 1,
HMFZ5 R Y5 Pseudomonas Genome Database H1 Arr
B 5E 22— (F 55 0 PA2818), Ktk T
pUCM-T ki, Frak ok pJF1 435§ BamH 1
M), BrOREWHBE I HEL DK R W (45 2K R, pIF1 BTk
BH RN 0.7 kb F12.9 kb B4 B, AR5 5)
[ R B R/, BT LA pIF1 A AT .
22 Arr BEBANRFERTHRIWENELEE

H LR TR PAOT Y BAASH  R RE DL DU A
NPURKRBER, M ERD Arr SEPIH A KT
SEAR RN U A R HUBAPLIR KE HE . I L&
ZR A R A RS R P b A K W 75
B R 4R 2R B B PA-AG R7AERR . T iE— LI AIF
H Arr R EBCIHASL aacCl FHAFH, FRATR
H PCR W7 AT 3000 o 43 3 4 BUEF A= R PAOT F11
AR PA-AG L2 DNA, LA Arrl Al Arr2 M 5]
Y, 3 5 DAER A R RN 28 45 1k 1) 6 R 24 DNA Ry B A st
17 PCR. BifMEEEc iUk R M. B AE#RAY PCR 4541
25 0.9 kb, MZEAEFE PCR 45474 1.5 kb, 545
— 3, R R A PR KR R TP 5 (aacCl)

2974 0.85 kb, TMAEFIHE A AR TR K pEXT-AG 193
T Arr BB BV 2 250 bp, 1A 1 ffx . PCR
FEYIIE gl Ab JE 22 F LR T AR TR AR iS5
AR T AT, I 45 R 48 He X 3 I S A Rk 1Y
Arr B 2 AH A HUR K5 R BT 9 (aacCl),
TESEEL RS Arr SEPHE AR TG 2848 B PA-AG.

1 Arr EEELTH PCR WIE
Fig.1 PCR verification of Arr gene mutation
Note: M: 1 kb DNA marker; 1: PAO1; 2: PA-AG.

2.3 Arr ERARBEXNEKREKBZIY

T B SR AR I R 2 AR R PA-AG 5 HPAE
i PAOL A RARAL, e 0 FF LB
KMB WFh s 3Eh, R 5%, & 12 h BUER R R
MR FE, BOAREANE ., RIELS RS H A Kk,
WG 2 250 BoR: 22728k PA-AG 5874 #k PAOI
TCIBTE LB B 55 45 drif 27 KMB 15 55 58 v A= KR i
FRIEAKL, UL Arr FEDR 78 N B A A2 K IEA B

%}uﬁo

14.0 '
13.8
13.6 -
13.4 -
132 | -0~ PAOI (LB)

- - PA-AG (LB)

130 ¢ —— PAOI (KMB)

; -+ PA-AG (KMB)
12.8 |

Bacteria concentration (log CFU/mL)

126 ¢ : : : :
12 24 36 48 60 72 84
¢ (h)
2 SABBREME B4 PAOL R PA-AG £ LB
0 KMB =5 E A Kl ik

Fig. 2 Growth curves of wild type strain PAO1 and its
mutant PA-AG in LB and KMB medium
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24 Arr BRKXENFEREZSKBIFM

S TR I3 SR AR S TR 1) BF 2B R PAOT IR
B PA-AG, FHMAR A 7 i SR e R 28 A i . AR
o e 25 SR K %, A 3 iR, GIBTE KMB K
FIEAJETE LB Ki i3, 70k PA-AG A 4k ik
R MR B TR A PAOL, Giitsrir &
FASRK LA R 2.5 F%, 104 4 5 PR i T
Arr FEFE—E TR LA TR R A .

25 ¢ O PAOI
a . O PA-AG
8D L
F f
2
Jg 15 1
8
£ .

S 10 |
= - =3
g
g st :
& 3
0 L 1
KMB LB

Culture medium

3 BRERMNEER
Fig. 3 Pyocyanin production

2.5 Arr BEFEKEXE Y IER KRR 0T

R TR A e PR G 3 J5 X AR IR B ) 52
FH 96 FLARER IE 15 9% PAOL K PA-AG, Jf HAHE 3 d
o0 A A AR T B o, AR A I 25 R 2 il 2. AR
PR 4 &3, 7F KMB Kigrt, BFA4:#k PAOL 3 d
ST LU e R i AR I, LS A s ) B B el o
o b TR L AR S IR, A W IR AR AR S B

2| &~’~j%5555%
=

& o8 -
3 i
0.6 -0~ PAOI (LB)
L ¢ - PA-AG (LB)
0.4 -2~ PAOI (KMB)
—A— DA_ACY (ENMRY
02 F A~ PA-AG (KMB)
0 1 1 1 1
3 6 9

1(d)

BEl4 RE1ERBEE L PAOL RXTH PA-AG £ LB
N KMB 1577 £ fp £ YRR RO FZ B

Fig. 4 The formation of bacterial biofilm about wild type
strain PAO1 and its mutant PA-AG in LB and KMB medium
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i 7E LB 532 5 T 6 d A 1 LIJE et K i A= 9
L, Of HAETE i Re e i A8 W B LT 38 2 /F KMB
W ETE LB KRR 3 P 4R B Arr BE P 2825 ) T A
YRR B, SEit A 2 W1 BF A bk 5 28 8 bk K L
HZh 2, X UEHITE 2R S TR b (1) A=Y
WS EFRFMA —ERRR, T HAE—E 125 [H
W, AR B B R, (2) Arr BEEAE—
FERRRE L ARHE T A A

3 Wik

i 2 {1 AL A ) SO AL FE 5 A O i i 22
T Jy DR 25 DA OG, R IR TR 2% 2 1 T 7 A Y i B
BIEFZ—, MAYBETE SR K T Er
Uik, G IRIG T R AR KA IR . AR SCH IS
SRR E—E R L, MR 4 BN
T M R A, R T AR RTE R,
1M R I AR TT H A T — 2 A BE MK % . Hoffman 45
NRIFGE W YA T8 W B 1) B W S i AR T
L7553 ] S 1 2 L BT R K B FF A A6 W A B, T
HAEZ BN 2K H0 A RAFTE RGO T i S 5 o
Y AL RRIE S MR RE R Arr SRS RRE) 8
5, AR SCABIE ST 45 SR R W E AR T Hi A R AR AE Y
R 10T A 2% A1 B L VT T A R T 8 A 0 FEE 1) B T3 SR
Arr FER ARG 2 4%, VAR Arr JE PR A 9 IEE B
(1855 M i B G266 /N T B S b A O ™ AR 1Y
SR, (ARSI 45 R 5 Hoffman 45 ARYAIFSTZE
R—2, WS B Arr JERGESE T AP
.

M LR AR A TR (5 R A B S TR oy R 2, 2
NEEF . BPTFHEERGES S5 HT, SERERA
TR G WL B[R] 724 43 KRR (Chorismic acid) FF
%, HiphzAIBICIDIEIFIGI FMiphzA2B2C2D2E2F2G2
ERY\FHEW G U ] 7= P i - 198 R, 1 1 T - 1-
TR MR 28 3 WY AL FN B IR (43 ) i phzM F phzS K A
el G ", #Ephz41BICIDIEIFIGI #:\ T 1)
BT KIRAFAE 1 A las-box, %5 FE I 2 5t 14 i =X
PAFE TP PR B SR M B 21 32 2 SR
R nyIREE, MEiEd A 85 RnES S F—
Pk 15 22 %R Y B (N-acylhomo serine lactone, AHL)
b5 B, AHL 5 AHN R A 256 5 3 20 T ek
P22k, 58U M0 2 % 0 76 i Y,
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N FH L B0 X S B i | (Paraoxonase 1, PONI)
HA AHL Y BREETE PE, BEOS /K fift AHL, BH BT 46 2% (2
B I A R e, DA O D St e R 1 A
J o T 24 A PR 58 705 I ) 2 A1 P B o R B 28 1) A
S I N, DRI A R DR AT A 1ok % B R
RGP ) Y 2 5 5 M M T e T =
J, AREAR PR ALHE A R i — L5

Bt ALK Tk PA-AG 9 BRI AAE L
ARZERFAL, ELEHBOARE 6 R
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