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Research advance of Clostridium perfringens epsilon toxin
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Abstract: Clostridium perfringens epsilon toxin (ETX) can cause necrotic enteritis and injuries in
the lungs, kidneys, and brain to the host animals such as cattle and sheep, affecting the development
of animal husbandry. Due to its potent toxicity, ETX has been categorized as a biological warfare
and bioterrorism agent. ETX damages the target cells by forming pores in the cell membrane,
resulting in abnormal release of cell contents, during which myelin and lymphocyte (MAL) is a
specific receptor for ETX to exert toxic effects. There are only crude ETX vaccines for use in
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animals, while the vaccines for human application are still under development, and potential

treatments are actively being explored. In recent years, researchers have achieved significant

progress in understanding the pore-forming mechanism of ETX, identifying specific receptors, and

developing vaccines and therapeutic drugs. This paper reviews the progress in the aforementioned

aspects, aiming to offer valuable references for further ETX research.

Keywords: Clostridium perfringens epsilon toxin; pore-forming toxin; myelin and lymphocyte;

vaccine

PR JEREAL H (Clostridium perfringens)IHFR
BLECHR T (Clostridium welchii), &—f# > [GBH
PR, B2 AT L S R 5K
Tl O HLAE A SRR PRl AR 2R, HAT IR
AIBTIPE . PR B N\ R R BUR T
LA R A-G 3t 7 Rhilig R, fefl /i 20 17 il
HMERDL, PR IEBAR SR M e
HBUE T REIR , - 2 2 S B Y fE 3 kA
RBCHERS % . 1 o MURE B S M PR I  A580
LRAPT MK AN 2 PN Sy W =S TraN a
2T BB @R A . TEHA, 77K
SR RHEAZ L R EEUNR, 544
20-40 KSR AEIETEGR I L %
U ] ) o T AR A R 2 51 25 90 O B R R
FOR TR X R 22— BRIZ AL, R AT DL
T HEOIK AR A s G R AR Y, B R
R HARRENEY S, SIREE . 8.
B SRR T, EERI0tT.

PR ERRAR T € 7% 2 (epsilon toxin, ETX) &
M =S IEBER B B BUA D 743 38 14— F il fL 53
R, W HET R B EE )RR Y P IR T B
F O LR T PSR TR R A5 XU T ol
Zap R gD ETX AR R4 2
e i K ek 1T, S8 9 g A R S
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
CDC)F) by T 18 A W28 70 B AR M R . ETX
IR IR M SO AR 2 R Rl & 3 1 2 S BLTE
S A B AR IR e dlid, 3 B BT ETX

MAHSER T U, B F I RIR A, AR
FEHAE ETX WARZ D7 ARG T s dtE. H
BT EAE ETX RSN TE, DLURCETE
B S B L B BT A A AR S A2 A ETX
B T B A S A AT A1, ik s A ZL
20 78 AL A A 22 R SRR AR 5 AE BTX A B A F
R, 2P G I SR A SR AR AR BT LU ok i
BEwi, —SEIAERIRI T A A B, A SORE
MCETX B SCALBLE] . FLAR 547 | % v AR S
25 TR SRS AT eRA, AN ETX
SR . PR AR T IR IS5 TR
Jila

1 ETX &M E5 &A%

ETX &7 SR E 7 W AL EE R
GrFihy 32-33 kDal'l, fy 3 AR S5 LA
B 1), BERIFHATIRIEA, SRR,
TR IR o-EBEZL R i . JHEEE 1
FI AR ) R BR TIN J(al 13N ) FIES 29 4~ C
Ui il BEZHE IR , # JCIE ME IRE R (proETX) 54 1k
SERIEPTEIE L, 16 Th LAY B 3 2 BRR B A i I
(carboxyl terminal peptide, CTP)!">'® | 4R J5 7EH#H
YHRIIE ST B — MR S W IR AL, 51
N Z IR ICRI S AN 2 80 5 T E 3, e
AL TGS B G RS e B A 2
FiR). /NEE I 1 (caveolin-1, CAV)FI/NE R
1 2 (caveolin-2, CAV2)/2: ETX 7EHUB 4 ffd 5 it
IR E AW, Jiang SRS
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KB, B EBR ETX 5 3 g5M38 s 71 A7 5400
FEGREIEIRG, ETX 1E/NRIRN K 2T 80Ut
V£, UEIHIZ LR e ETX TER N T e R 2K
FRILZAM, ETX 70 F45H0 C wifi 57 50 et =
MGk, IFXHAE RN B-E R iR B e,

KW E R 40 9 (madin-darby canine kidney,
MDCK)*f ETX fa, iz ai stz i H T+
ETX BWF5E . ETX 1552578 MDCK 2 i i -
B — 1 E KL RIKE G Y(2 155 kDa)y i
fL, ZJErEREE AN KM . Na™fl Ca™*
AP, IR T 4N P 215 35 R ) S A
53 MDCK AR ik . R A i,

TEX AR R, TS AL P EYE B
RIEFRA BBl 7 B A B A T R/
g PR, BT MDCK 4ifils &4h, ETX
28 | Bz A LT PN e 240 e B 3K S 4 AT
A AL FE AR, B2 AR A A B Rk
41 it 2 1 (myelin and lymphocyte, MAL)!'", %
& ETX WA r b5 1 o — W] 17X —
W, BIFEIEHR ETX BUSANM R+ MAL ik

BB TER T ETX 454 A i s,

SR, ETX TEAS [ G BRI BT H I8 AL A HL
W =0, TR EHTE B FLAL AR X RO, ETX
TR 43 (Y43)Rkifi 2 /& ETX 5 MDCK 4
gt A B SR ARIEET, (HJE Y43 78 ETX 5 A 40
L 45 G AN AE A 5 T Y42 %} CHO-hMAL (3%
i N MAL 1) CHO 4ffift)55 ETX 454 2 XHE
B ETX &AM H162A JoH:Z4# CHO-hMAL
0, S A LAZ# hRBC, [RIEREASTE S AL
EHIE AL, XEH ETX 2445 2 m
TR A TR AR R S S ETX 5
Fik MAL MIAniEss & raext, bt 1 xt
ETX %5 & REZ N EIEREA R YR 2 B4
AR g B SR R R R O R
(atomic force microscopy, AFM)#i LA4r+3l 12
(molecular dynamics, MD)#4l, # ETX 7E AL
2 it 2 T AL A RE T AL, 2 BRFL A P B B
T ETX i Jobf s 7eME 1 fedERRk 4%
P I RLTSL , SR 5 FE 52 A AFAE BT B N e T
I TR & A A R AR AL LIRS A S FL o

Bl1 ETX MR ERBILZATIMZENES A Hk ETX R /R ZE (PDB ID: 1UY]); B:
ETX B CRIKE S5WI245 K (PDB ID: 6RBY). C: LEIAFLERZ M A 55450 7% 2 K (PDB ID:
6RBI-1). M, ZRZEGHONIEC; B IO s (REk . k4%); THECNHE ., 206

Figure 1 ETX structures before and after pore formation in the target cell membrane. A: Schematic
representation of the monomeric ETX prototoxin (PDB ID: 1UY]J). B: Structural diagram of the heptamer
complex formed by ETX (PDB ID: 6RB9). C: Schematic representation of the A-chain structure in the

heptamer pore structure (PDB ID: 6RB9-1). The receptor binding domain is blue; The B-hairpin domain is
green; The cap domain is shown in orange and red.
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Protoxin  Activated  Binding

toxin to MAL

TARRARARARRAAL RARRRAR

@MN\@MW/\
WA NN EA AT

B 2 ETX B9FLEAGEIEERNE  JREERE LR N Al C umkeiigs,

Pre-pore
formation

Pore formation in
membrane

Extracellular

N\MR Target cell
wuﬂv membrane

Na)
K

Intracellular

HAL R RE R SN E A

MAL ZWLE O BR)E G, #8, BRI T MNRRAR R — D HL, RETEm AR 2R84,
FLAVFPHES TAEME EAZ IR s sh (S aFTk), mAFEEstT

Figure 2 Diagram of the pore formation process pattern of ETX. The prototoxin is activated by removal of the
N-and C-terminal peptides, and the activated toxin binds to the MAL receptor, shown in yellow, on the target
cell. Next, the seven monomers of the toxin assemble into a pre pore, which then undergoes a conformational
change upon insertion into the membrane, and the pore allows the unregulated movement of cations across the

membrane (green arrows), ultimately leading to cell death.

2 ETX 5| &% M H kR

ETX X3l I B i BOE R A B R
ETX X/NRAREEEBER A 65-110 ngkg™'™,
ETX #A R Je 8 shi & A Pk SOE v i 4 A
i 75 ILAE A9 B BRI B3 FER Py, ETX AT RLgE
Pt W, HR AR RE B B WY, A SRR G|
A HEE SN, 551 & B IR RAE . 28
RRERS—ERE, S5 kZAE KM, T,
MBS PFET- 7, ETX 5B R G55
Yegha, BIEBIERSENIGET . flhn, 75
A W B ILAE A 45 2 b & BT B R B R A 3
BiAF BB (B JE ETX 72 5 b s AL
AAHET, ELEWIES T ETX XA /NS
I JZ 4 (human renal tubular epithelial cell,
HRTEC) H A 4l ifd 474 , HRTEC 5 ETX f L5
B LS00 St 0 TR) AR 1) R AR T A I T
JIEO BRIz AN, ETX 2B G514 2 50/
N R AL, SO, R R T —

Folt it A Bz 240 M 2R———1G 11 % ETX 5 B it
ETX &5% 44 St & e 40 BB
fLIE, HAMuBE T MAL 2 FI7E/N U 2 40
ffl b AEAE . IXSEA B T B ETX 7R E45 455
H AL . FEERYE T ETX AR IR IR %
IR 53495 AR DO ol 1t A A 0514 R L
Bl BTX S h s ryaEt,
WA RN, ETX o] LIER T2040
it % T AR R4 BEAZ K P2XT7 I P2Y 13, S8 4L
YN I o AEAS I R A, IXRE B I B AN AR
N g B, eI NSRS h A
HALEAEW), Geng M ik— BB FTUEHT], ETX
RTINS AL MAL ZikEa
K, XHAEKLAMMFRE MAL, (HHEABSIYIHY
21 AN Fe ik 19 % P— 5K . Shokrzadeh 25 LA
FET ETX WA MR bk e A0 i i sk, &
P4 ETX WS T 25 umol/L I, "BEXFAME
20 e 5 A B S0 A S A A D I L A R
B0 T U EL A0 AR R B A B DB
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ETX HAA e aitt, ST a2,
ETX X #h&RGEMEE A, 5]
PR —Se b 22 RGP . 5T E K I ETX 5
L i 75 1L 14 20 490 (R s SR B R A 22 R G 451455
BN, shte s i 5 & 2R 0 R 5 ROk K e
HeRSMEBREIR , RIS 5 IR SR 31
RS R (An5eks . AR AR S ) 2 0, Bl
P B S5 R () 3 R e AR O TS P A S
& ETX X A5 B I RARAE , FTRER ETX Xt
B ER U EZ s W (SO A Al S &7 3 11
ZWUEE R Y], — 2l 2 AN B E R T 4
JfL, i HA 25 ok TR A A 4 R Gk 2 IR
7581 Dorca-Arévalo 22" NNE¢H| ETX 54 &
G RERE IR A MR RS XA A B
BEWERR AR RS54 ¢, X8 ETX /E A Tl
NP R G T T S RE . 7E Cases
ZamEge e, JEB T ETX AT LU EUN R
LR ATP, T ik LU 25 iy DA PR b 28 2R 455 928
R BERY 2T 4E4H i . Morris 25015 1 4H 2122 4y
BT, IEBE T ETX AT LAS R K BRI SR TR T 4
SRR Fe i i 28 0 R A T AR Ak, I 7R HL
A 5 2 TG0 A ) o 2 P LR B SR AR A 42 0T
FIET- 40, X EH ETX 0] LLAR 2 calph 2
W LA B AR T . S AN RS RGE , ETX W]
DA SR 58 B ST A0 M s B AR T, U BH ETX
PIREREZ B E BT ; ETX S ima R
S BERY, F HARHEIT MAL Uik, (HEARS
ek B2 TT S5 240 R/ e o 240 e 4 L At At
2250 TR & B ETX AR AIHTA R AR )2
2 i ST AN M AR BE T R R A Y. SRS FLIE
B, ETX VR T2 i 4 i i
W —FZ AN S &R, AR T LA
B, WA BIGEIESS, ETX b Al DL ) /N B
156 ) R R I E AR E Ca® T i AN SRR B B4
NEE RS ETX )5, 78RR 4 R 5 (central

nervous system, CNS)AYIKIE Z 5t H WAL 5| i
K ETX 454, (BAEJE Rl HAB KA 2548 h AR
WMEL B2 A, T ETX FRSPE M CNS N EZ 41
B, LR S ETX fE AT i i 4 &
GERIALTIER AL T o A T Y LA, (ERAS S i — 2
R

3 MAL £ ETX /&b By # 4 F 1K

MAL & & E K RIEE E, 2 ETX 5
FA 45 A RS A B 240 MAL ZEAR 1k
O 57 AN Y 11 0 /| NG W NG
MRS A A7, B Z R a2 ETX
FEAEWIR N 51 & RSN SRR A . fedle
AWFUEN] ETX AT LAZS A JF R FERIBE MAL 1 T
YRS R R, (HREERIEAFRIE MAL
1) B S R A A R, SR T MAL 1E
ETX {fifbH Ay sty , il 7 BETX o] LAfE
Xk BV R G T BT & R v e A
(multiple sclerosis, MS)/&—Fhfu g A
HX Bl 22 R GEBN - S A S AE MS SR M
T HRINE] T X BT ETX BT, %€ ETX Al BE
5 NBZ BAEMLRER 5, Titball 20— i
FERI, ETX Al L5 A MAL Z K254, A
MLk B B85 MAL MIRGANAR, X UiBH ETX
e MS il E| T —EMIEM . 16 Shetty Ui
WFgEr, BEUUER T AKX ETX 454
MFEF ML T UK, J+5 CD4+, CD8+F
CD19+Hk 41 H 1) MAL JE[H 35 S EAE .
XIAFFEM T MAL & ETX B2 4% —1R
o ETX XK B R R 4H L (fisher ratthyroid cell,
FRT);™ A= 4 i 25 1 B I AN 23 1 4 M A 2 1D 1
JRASEAE ) I TR B 1 ETX 8
PEIF L EHEM LR, X MAL 1245 ETX
VEFIMIUL A o Adler S5 1M BE T £a 1) 9 Bz 41 it
(endothelial cell, EC)# 3T A % ik A 2 MAL
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(human MAL, hMAL)J5, &K BL ETX A] DL5 [ Il
igi 5 B (blood brain barrier, BBB)il & i, -
WUEHR L RS MAL 2 ETX 21k

4 ETX & #8503k

KT ETX FEM MIBFTR— B A1)
B PR BE S ARG, S R 1 Y
PET A2 EA RN PSR . H AT, AR H
KT ETX WA, HEN T3
AT RE A NS B A A SR IR A . SR, shiys
HIRTHER B PR WA BR Y, M 2N
2 TR T 1 2F R P R R TR TE B2 A S — 4
SION R TR 2 OISR R A BB B A A
Trdr, FETR KRB ATIW 1o RAETERIERN ST
i 12 BT 1 1 LU SR AR P 43 B 305 R AR I ETX it
A, AHR I A i BRDLHID AT 2, 55
Yolbrp, ETX vlUASHhPmm s, 48
WOEREE R T BRI, AR Z sh P e fh
TR B 2R FE R I 0 ML B sh W g i —
HR el S AR R AE AR, oAy A2 fd P AR o
A 5 2 T 1) G R SN B I E R L7, Santos
FOVRI, BRI R A AR AT ETX &
5 d AR AR R AR 5T ZF 961 FF T (Bacillus
toyonensis) BCT-7112T Jii, HAK P A4 s FnHTiA
JE T RAN e (P<0.05), HLIMLHE B 1gG /K
BT HRZHAR T 3.2 %, Ui AR BCT-7112T
AT ARk R AR N B4 ETX RE1 5 R A f
2, BEE BCT-7112T o] LAER—Fh s i1y
FIfEH

AR, AMTTXF ETX AP i WF i R4
TERARR b, ZEMIER G 10 4228w, H106P
ZEARRXT MDCK 4156 4 Tk, kS A
AN AN 277 A B s R 70 IRk, 5IA
GAFR B B IL TR Bt G 56 ETX S A
il i) —Fh ELE% . Bokori-Brown Z£U77E 2014 4E (1)

W, A RREC Y30 Fil Y196 774 T FasE
f) ETX ZRAFKR(Y30A-Y196A), e RHuFEAE T
ETX X} MDCK Zfflf4ifa szt #f g fE
ETX H1[RIAF 5 AFLHGE 30 Fl 196 43 i 24 R 28 A%
HNERR, I 106 2 2R 5878 M il ik 3
3 ANEELIRSY, i BTX O3 AL, 3
AR T RAF I S 5 | i 28 AR (A i o B AR
bR E AU, Beah, 7E SRR B IR A AT Xt
Y30A-Y196A 1) 2 va FEHUIARTE RSN op A1 22 H
AT X AMEEROMAE, EHT
Y30A-Y196A 875 (AR ] GEFA BLET XT i 75 1L 5E 1Y
ek 2 PE B SRR, ROk, Morcrette 251
KIL, Y30A-Y196A AR K EIRAEFEAL ETX Xt
MDCK  Zif e, (FR o 6 OO0 5 40 i
(Chinese hamster ovary cell, CHO)AJ &I K B
EREAR, TR R AN 73— A2 IR A
PEIMARAS , FEEH Y30A-Y196A-A168F %
A, HSEHT AR, EXT MDCK 4 i
PFEHERRR R I =0 2 — , /N B s
A Rk A U432 — W Rk 455 MAL ) CHO
At B PR EFEORN Az —; H
Y30A-Y196A-A168F X H F o4 £ 31 7 6% #
Fl, S T EACER BTX RIUAR, Xk
FReL 720 AR, AR R JE: ETX Y8 38 e ik
BEW o Singh ZEVTF L T —Fp HA G Wk B 41
MR T 40M0R AT ETX 1A

PERERIAR, FEAE/ N BRI H A A I, 3
THURIE 5 P A ik A B AT DAV A A R 5 T i TR A
W . Pilehchian Mg =S JEMEMR I e-B A
B8RRI RE NI EE N, A
S T /N RS, 1T LA TSR R s
A e B PLEE R, ITTIER T KIAFF R 2 7= 3 3¢
AR TR S I Pk e-B ME BE R WG R ik TE £
Kang 2570 21 F199E B i 3#1% ETX 1%
RZE G RE T RIE RN, RWIZAE (ETXTF 2
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— PP AR G A L 35 14 o

fifi F 3% 10 s HISIP A9 T W LA I
(Lactobacillus casei)-ETX 7 4N HEF /)N
FRAB A% 5 | & i B AV A8 SO0, T 1 IR S 1)
INETA 1gG MBI L 2 5 T B AR
AU, Wik, TR RE-ETX fl gl ETX H
B A BE MUAE 19 11 ARAGETERE T o EAL, TR T
o B 2 (Clostridium septicum alpha toxin, CSA)t
JE—FEBEERIRIEN S E, Du SIS T —
Fh it & 11 rETXm3CSAm4/TMD 1] LA %4
HARI /N S ETX Al CSA nrdy, FHH AR
BANMTENE, & ETX F1 CSA HOVETE B
iy, ENA—SHRE IR T R AT
OREPES € S

5 ETX &7 249 65 52 IR

X5 ETX BIRYT 290 R s 7 B2k
J& o W5 31 PR A ECAR B 7 A 1) v B e R e A
(cAD7)A] LI S i ETX WhE:, IR HAIE ETX
HEE I 15-30 min 25 25 RESR AL LRy AR T AR
FHBY. Geng ZMHFSEE M, R MAL
T B 5 W R 55 43 WA 5 A = B T R it AT
eI ETX NS HLLan it . Ao k3
TR -4 WA ER . OB . KK
RS MRS E GO, A RUBHNT ETX AbFELT
AR 2 M 9 A O P T I R R An B AR A T HL AR
F BT -4 9 T ETX B/ NEOE R E T
ZASERE I IE R DIRESH s A AR A gk
Wb RLAL T BHI T ETX 55 K B A0/ BB
ER 254078 XS TLEE Y ETX BIRaEH - T
AR o

— SRR AT DL ] ETX AR
PEAEA . Lewis ZEPUMEE] T N-Mbei25 H ik
i (N-cycloalkylbenzamide) Fl1 Ik i [2,3-b] M Mk
(furo[2,3-b]quinoline), iX 2 Fl LAY HARESA 2

i ETX 5 MDCK 4iffi45 -5 rRE S , (B ZZ0A]
PAREAR BTX RY#EME, i MDCK 4 fIFET:,
XN ETX BRGAHRHEH KM . Huang 5% B
zaragozic acid (ZA)E IR T ETX #£ MDCK 4f
MR LB R I BE Ty s A, ZA Wb T
WENR T 22 Z PR AE o e - i 2 5%, 38 1 240 M iy
Ca® it s JF H ZA 7/ X ETX (95 B
A REMRAPER, K ZA 2B FNGYT ETX
5 BRI TE R 25 Y) .

6 k%

ETX & — R B A A A 0 5k 700 A 22 i)
[l e 2 S8 Y 0 i 75 URE . T 40045 2 9
5, T UM AR S R A R 2 4y, I
REETER %5 T HEWRoR . fEFEE),
32 B R [ AR 0GR AT ST o H TSR G
BT AR ETX AR 299 B, A
TEREEMREA, X ETX BEURHLER AR
R AR TE T, I HL RS S Foa Sl L 5
AR VR F e i 0 & B, LEFR AT TR Wikl ETX
(RRIE R Z5 9 1) AR AR

AT, YLA—E R ETX 5
NERUE /D BRIV B A T g FR A A g
BAAZ 20 L LU A P 20 i b SRR S T T
Bl BTX o] DL S EHLAR R RYE RN, 385
Wi, (LRI HARA B AL A 2. L,
ST ETX A EOE HLEE I8 520 #4507 T B
[R) R T EERMIE T AR B A RREeaoE, GrlCR H
i BB A IR B N (@ B ETX Bl
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